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 The CounTdown To CenTennial has Begun
On a cold Sunday evening in late March of 1912, Eli 

Oppenheim hosts a gathering at his home at 2042 Eutaw 

Place in Baltimore. A group of men crowds into the living 

room in chairs arranged for the occasion. A successful shirt 

manufacturer, Oppenheim is 5'4", balding, handsome, and 

impeccably dressed; he is husband to Ida, father to Burton, 

Austin, and Madeleine, his youngest, who has just been 

refused admittance to a local private school because she’s 

a Jew. Tonight Eli Oppenheim is nervous, though you 

wouldn’t know it to look at him. Last week’s meeting at the 

Phoenix Club had demonstrated the general interest in a 

new school – an alternative to the corruption and inepti-

tude of the current public system, a non-sectarian school 

for Jew and Gentile alike, a school unlike any other – but 

tonight must make or break the plan. Here are Siegmund 

Sonneborn and General Lawrason Riggs and Judge John 

C. Rose; there are the ringleaders, Eli Frank and Louis 

Levin; and here, finally, is Professor Hans Froelicher, 

clearing his throat to speak. “If a private school has any 

place in a democracy,” he begins, “it is that of leadership 

in educational theory and practice.”

And we’re off. The room is full of the excitement of the 

idea, which involves an innovative, humane, and powerful 

approach to children and learning. The idea will be forged 

in the coming-together of very different people, with very 

different backgrounds and perspectives; it will be tested 

and refined by each new generation of students, teachers, 

and administrators. Six months from that cold March night, 

Park School will open its doors for the first time. Ten years 

on, hundreds of visitors will have come from all over the 

country and the world to see this successful experiment in 

progressive education. And one hundred years later we 

find ourselves, like Eli Oppenheim and his guests, looking 

eagerly to the future, guided by a coherent, inspiring 

vision, and excited about the good we might do together.

With great excitement, the Centennial Steering 

Committee invites you to celebrate Park’s 100th birthday. 

We have planned a year full of events, beginning on  

the school’s actual birthday weekend, Friday, September 

28 and Saturday, September 29, to honor Park’s century  

of educational innovation and leadership.

The schedule offers a number of special opportunities  

for you and your family to visit the campus, see friends 

and faculty, eat, drink, perform, bid at the Auction, get 

smarter by attending the Centennial Scholar program or 

Brain Thrust (an evening of lectures and workshops on 

compelling topics and ideas presented by members of the 

Park community), view exhibits, read publications, return 

for reunions, cheer the Bruins, and join in service projects.

Whether you live near or far from Old Court Road (or Eutaw 

Place), there will be ways for you to participate. We are 

eager to see you, but we want to hear from you too. Watch 

for details about the Park Stories project, when we will invite 

everyone to share tales about the school. And we’re also  

on the lookout for class volunteers to help get alumni and 

friends excited about all of these commemorative events.

Strive on!

The Centennial Steering Committee: 

Margot Baylin Lessans ’80, Rahsan Lindsay ’90,  

David Sachs ’88, Linda Halpert, 

Upper School teacher Kevin Coll, 

Parent Program Coordinator Ellen Small,  

Centennial Coordinator Becky Lichtenstein ’86

Head of School Dan Paradis (center) with campaign chairs Steve Sibel (left) and 

Len Weinberg ’76.
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CeleBraTe Park’s 100Th!
Birthday Weekend

Friday, September 28 –  

Saturday, September 29, 2012

Park’s 100th birthday is September 29 (the 

first day of classes, 1912), and it will not go 

unnoted! Join us on campus.

Kick-off event, satellite alumni parties, Brown and 
White Day, “Birthday in the Park” family celebration, 
alumni games, Parktoberfest, Homecoming

Centennial SCholar

October 2012

Park welcomes Dr. David Perkins, senior 

professor at the Harvard Graduate School of 

Education and co-founder of the Project Zero 

research program, to campus for three days.

Community ServiCe

Dates to be announced

Throughout our Centennial year, students, 

families, and alumni will engage in numerous 

efforts that honor Park’s history of service.

Centennial auCtion

Saturday, November 10, 2012

Since 1979, Park auctions have provided  

over $3.3 million to the Financial Assistance 

Endowment Fund. You don’t want to miss  

this incredible community event and  

the amazing items up for bid. There will be 

something for everyone!

Vacations, Art, Made by Park, Jewelry, Live Auction,  
One-of-a-Kind Experiences

Brain thruSt

Sunday , March 3, 2013

Some of Park’s best brains offer lectures  

and workshops on compelling topics and 

ideas. Come curious. Leave smarter.

Astronomy, Authors, Politics, Cooking,  
Civic Engagement, Comedy, Ballroom Dancing,  
and So Much More

Centennial Weekend

Friday, May 31, 2013 –  

Saturday, June 1, 2013

If you were to come to just one Centennial 

event – we, of course, hope you come to 

them all – this would be it!

May Day, Alumni Cabaret and Performing Arts 
Showcase, Reception for Alumni of Color,  
Alumni Games and Athletic BBQ, Liberty Heights 
Luncheon, Centennial Celebration and Cocktail Party, 
Reunion Class Celebrations, Faculty Past and  
Present Gathering

Park BirThdays Through The years. 
exPerienCe CeleBraTions from years PasT.
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Photo Captions 

1. Cover illustration by  

Bruce Hendler ’63 for “The Golden  

Years of Park,” the April 1963  

edition of The Lower School Times.

2. Registering for the Fiftieth 

Anniversary Seminars, “What Is An 

Educated Man Today? Four Lectures 

and Discussions for Secondary and 

College Teachers.” Held on four 

Saturdays between November 1962 

and February 1963, attendees came 

from organizations including 

Maryland public, independent, and 

parochial schools, universities, the 

Maryland State Department of 

Education, and the National 

Conference of Christians and Jews. 

Guest speakers were Haskell Miller, 

Professor of Social Ethics, Wesley 

Theological Seminary; William D. 

McElroy, Director, McCollum-Pratt 

Institute, the Johns Hopkins 

University; Richard L. Coe, Drama 

Critic, The Washington Post; and 

William G. Saltonstall, Principal,  

Phillips Exeter Academy. Registrar  

is Glo Westheimer ’63.

3. Photograph of all students and 

staff on Pond Field (now the site  

of the Athletic Center) taken on 

September 29, 1987, the 75th 

anniversary of the opening day  

of Park School.

4. May Day 1952 featured banners 

for each anniversary year.

5. The Class of 1971 at May Day 

1963 holds 50th anniversary gifts. 

Students pictured (l to r): Robert 

Kravitz, Andrew Siegel, Judy Wilder, 

Elsa Wolman, LeRoy Thompson.

6. and 7. Birthday candles on  

parade and arranged on a cake at 

May Day 1952.
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A Great Institution: A Healthy Endowment
Park Centennial CamPaign Set to raiSe 
$25,000,000 By June 2013

Students of Park’s history cannot help but remark about the 

courage and leadership it took in 1912 to found a school 

that would embrace a new philosophy of education, a school 

that would, as the first board president, Dr. Hans Froelicher 

said, “offer a superior type of education.” It was a remarkable 

achievement that speaks to the determination and commit-

ment – philosophical, social, and economic – of those parents 

who wanted a better education for their children.

Ninety-five years later, planning began for Park’s centennial.  

It would be an occasion to study the school’s remarkable 

history, celebrate the present, and establish goals for the 

next 100 years. It quickly became clear that guaranteeing 

support for students and faculty well into its second century 

was the most appropriate way to honor Park.

In the spirit of understanding Park’s past, the school looked  

to earlier models of successful fundraising. In 1968, the  

Board of Trustees asked Harvey “Bud” Meyerhoff to lead  

the first endowment campaign to establish a lasting  

source of income, separate from the annual gifts specifically 

designated for current operations. Bud and his volunteers 

met the goal of $600,000, and the Park endowment was  

born. Through subsequent campaigns, including the 75th 

Anniversary Campaign led by his daughter, Lee Meyerhoff 

Hendler ’70, the endowment has grown significantly. Today 

the national benchmark for a financially strong independent 

school is an endowment equal to three times its operating 

budget, yet our current ratio is just above 1:1.

Park’s pedagogical foundations are securely rooted in  

our everyday practice. The opportunity presented by this 

centennial year to secure our fiscal foundation is of para-

mount importance,” said Dan Paradis, head of school. He 

noted that this campaign differs from previous fundraising 

efforts. “This is strictly an endowment campaign. Funds 

raised are designated for three purposes: financial assistance, 

faculty salaries and benefits, and professional development. 

And the $25,000,000 goal is larger than all previous 

campaigns – combined.”

Board president Jim Wyda observed, “Thanks to the past 

generosity of Park’s donors, we have a spectacular physical 

plant. Under the leadership of our campaign chairs Len 

Weinberg ’76 and Steve Sibel, we have directed our focus  

on another kind of building – a financial structure that will 

support Park for the next hundred years.”

Sibel noted that our signature triennial event, the Park 

Auction, will take place on Saturday, November 10. Proceeds 

are designated for financial assistance and faculty salary 

endowments. Reflecting on the enormous effort required for 

any major fundraising undertaking, he said, “Like the auction, 

so much of what happens at Park relies on the commitment 

of our extraordinary community of volunteers. We are 

grateful to the hundreds of people who are working to help 

us realize our objectives.”

Veteran Park fundraiser and Development Committee Chair 

Len Weinberg is justifiably pleased that 15 months before the 

end of the centennial year, donors have already pledged over 

$19,000,000. “We’ve surpassed all previous fundraising mile- 

stones and there will be no greater acknowledgement of Park’s 

100 years than successfully reaching our $25,000,000 goal.”

“

ke e p u p to date on  
ce nte n n ial n ews:

▪  Check www.parkschool.net/Centennial.

▪  Become a Facebook fan of Park Centennial.

▪  Follow @ParkCentennial on Twitter.

▪  Watch for our Centennial Newsletters  

in the mail.

▪  E-mail us: Centennial@parkschool.net.

▪  Call 410 339 7070 

or stop by the Park campus anytime.
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CenTennial CamPaign for sTudenTs  
and TeaChers
In 1912, Park’s founders established a school for students eager to learn and faculty eager to  
teach. Park’s progressive philosophy, new to Baltimore, was embraced by enlightened parents,  
and even through two world wars, the Great Depression, and other economic challenges the  
school grew and thrived.

As Park moves into its second century, its founding philosophy remains the same: exceptional  
educators working with excep tional students produce remarkable results. A great institution like 
ours must be supported by a healthy endowment.

The Centennial Campaign is on track to meet its goal of $25,000,000 by June 2013. Your gift will 
support the endowment in three areas:

sTudenT finanCial assisTanCe
faCulTy salaries and BenefiTs
Professional develoPmenT Programs

BruCe fleming, and hiS daughter, addie
Park School is important to my family  because we  

believe there is almost nothing more important than providing our  

children with the best education that we can. Before we have 

children, we live mostly for ourselves, but once we have children  

we begin to live for them. My father, a World War II veteran, 

frequently said, “The government can take everything away from  

you except what is in your mind.” Perhaps this is an Orwellian  

view of the world, but the truth is that a liberal education helps  

keep this country free and a land of opportunity.

We love Park because children are engaged not just through their 

minds, but also through their bodies and spirits. Park incorporates 

its natural setting into the educational process with stream walks 

and shelter-building, the organic garden, and even at the  

enchanting sycamore tree where kindergartners gather for their 

monarch butterfly ceremony. These natural elements are part  

of the foundation upon which an enlivened approach to learning is 

built. For us this is a large part of the magic of Park that you  

don’t really “get” until your child asks you to compost and plant  

kohlrabi. This year, our daughter’s third grade class constructed  

an Iroquois long house in the classroom, and through this  

hands-on project, explored history, language arts, and math.

We are supporting the Centennial Campaign  because we 

want as many families as possible – from all walks of life – to enjoy 

the Park experience. We are helping to build Park’s financial 

assistance endowment so that more children have the chance to 

achieve their full potential. 

We decided to make a planned gift to the Campaign.   
While we wish that we could make our gift at this moment, a  

deferred gift will leave some goodness behind. Our children will  

be well prepared to face the future, and they join us in wanting 

others to have that same opportunity. If our circumstances change, 

we plan to make some or all of our gift while we are still living. 

It would be nice to see those funds put into action!

aliSon liPitz  riChman ’65
Park is important to my family  because it has played a major 

part in all our lives. I entered Park in the seventh grade and it  

was truly my home away from home. I cherished my friendships  

with classmates and teachers, especially Mr. Lakin. When my  

three children attended, they loved Park as much as I did! And  

my husband was the president of the Park Board of Trustees from 

1986-1989 and contributed a great deal to the health and  

well being of the school. He had the honor of giving our daughter  

Lauri ’89 her diploma. Hopefully a third generation of the Richman 

family will also attend Park. What a thrill that would be for us!

We are supporting the Centennial Campaign  because we 

believe in Park School and the education it provides. We want Park 

to remain strong … it feels like family to us.

My favorite Park memories  are always related to dear  

Mr. Lakin, my teacher, class advisor, confidant, educational mentor, 

and beloved friend. I still miss him. He was an amazing educator  

in every way.

Student finanCial aSSiStanCe

Meeting the costs of a Park School education is a challenge 

for many families. To attract and retain the most talented 

students, the school must be able to offer significant financial 

assistance to those in need. An educational environment in 

which families of all income levels are represented enriches 

the learning experience for everyone.

For 2012-2013, Lower School tuition is $23,520; Upper School 

is $25,420. Additional expenses include books, athletic fees, 

and trips. Today, 21.1% of Park students receive support and 

the number of requests continues to grow.

The Centennial Campaign seeks to increase the financial 

assistance endowment, which will allow Park to offer aid to 

more new students and continue to support the needs of 

current students.

faCulty SalarieS and BenefitS

When hiring faculty, Park competes with the finest indepen-

dent schools in the country and, increasingly, with industry. 

The school’s 8:1 student/faculty ratio, its highly regarded 

professional development program, and its progressive 

philosophy make Park a sought-after educational environment.

The teaching experience is enriched by time with students 

outside the classroom. Faculty serve as advisors and spend 

extra hours with students reviewing a lesson, coaching a 

team, rehearsing a role, or simply having a conversation. The 

faculty’s dedication to students is reciprocated. Friendships 

formed at Park frequently continue through college and into 

adulthood. Graduates acknowledge their teachers’ guidance 

in preparing them to make important academic and  

professional decisions.

The average salary at Park is just over $59,000. More than 

one-quarter of the faculty have taught for more than 25 

years and 68% hold advanced degrees. Despite superior 

qualifications and commitment to their profession, Park 

teachers earn considerably less than their Baltimore County 

Public School peers.

A successful Centennial Campaign will allow Park  

to recruit and retain the most highly qualified teachers by 

offering salaries and benefits competitive with national  

and international independent schools, industry, and area 

public school systems.

ProfeSSional develoPment

Park School recognizes that maintaining academic excellence 

requires constant thought and attention. In both philosophy 

and practice, we believe in life-long learning – and our 

teachers embrace that belief. Funds raised on the occasion  

of our 75th anniversary endowed the F. Parvin Sharpless 

Faculty and Curricular Advancement program. FACA is one 

of several programs that enhance different aspects of the 

professional development experience. In 25 years, work 

supported by these endowments has transformed the K-12 

curriculum; led to the publication of textbooks, scholarly 

treatises, and award-winning fiction; and had a major impact 

on our understanding of how students learn.

These programs have garnered national recognition and are 

an important tool in the recruitment of outstanding teachers. 

Since 1988, over 1,000 grant recipients have participated in 

the collegial efforts and independent research of 220 summer 

projects. Faculty also participate regularly in educational 

workshops, conferences, and graduate school programs.

Funds raised through the Centennial Campaign will 

increase the annual allocation for professional growth 

opportunities that enhance the educational experiences  

of students at Park.

WayS to give

Your gift to the Centennial Campaign will strengthen the 

endowment and create a legacy for future generations  

of Park students and teachers. It can also be of benefit for 

your personal tax or estate planning purposes.

A charitable contribution should be mutually advantageous 

to you and to Park School. In addition to outright gifts of 

cash, transfers of appreciated assets, or bequests, there are 

many vehicles that can provide immediate benefit or long-

term and deferred opportunities. Options include charitable 

trusts or gifts of life insurance.

To discuss your contribution or for more information 

regarding ways to give, please contact 

Roger Seidenman ’85, Director of Development,  

410 339 4146 or rseidenman@parkschool.net
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Photo Captions 

1. Brooks Lakin, Upper School history teacher  

and Varsity men’s basketball coach, was a faculty 

member from 1961-2004.

2. Current kindergarten teacher Kirk LaRue reads 

to students.

3. The 1921 issue of The Brownie included this 

photograph of the Upper School faculty. 

Headmaster and mathematics teacher Eugene 

Randolph Smith is in the front row center. To his 

left is George G. Grim, who taught manual 

training and athletics, and to his right is English 

and public speaking teacher Francis Mitchell 

Froelicher, son of Park founder, Hans Froelicher  

Sr. Only two female faculty members can  

be identified. Behind Froelicher is mathematics 

teacher Grace Howard Smith, wife of the 

headmaster. Upper I teacher Eva A. Palmer is 

positioned directly behind Mr. Smith. The other 

teachers are Katherine Mary Evans (French),  

Anita L. Biemiller (history and English), and Elsie 

Flanigan (art). The male teacher in the back  

row is either science and mathematics teacher 

Joseph L Krieger or S. Walter Sparks, instructor 

of Latin and ancient history.

4. In 1985, Apple IIe computers were state of  

the art.

5. Headmaster Hans Froelicher Jr. (left) is seated 

on the steps at the Liberty Heights campus  

with teacher Harrison “Mr. Tom” Tompkins, Lower 

School principal Margaret Fulton Coe, and two 

World War II refugees from England.

6. An Upper School math class during the 1927-28 

school year discusses quadratic equations.

7. In April 2012 Upper School physics students 

explored and analyzed simple circuits. 76
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