
Senior Projects— 

Senior Projects are OPTIONAL. Some students may decide they would like to remain in their classes, and 
that’s fine. 

Senior Projects take careful forethought and planning. The best projects tend not to be those that are 
thrown together at the last minute. There are many stages to making a project happen, and each takes 
time, from deciding on an interest, assessing its feasibility, meeting with prospective advisors, etc. 

Students will work for six weeks from April 20 through May 29, 2020, for 40 hours a week in the 
Baltimore area. If students are playing a sport or have an existing part-time job, they may work 25 hours 
per week. After sports have ended, students should increase their hours to 40.  

Based on past students’ experiences, hands-on projects tend to be the most successful; those that 
involve planting, building, teaching, caring for animals, crewing on a boat, etc. Forty hours a week of 
filing can get pretty tedious.  

One thing we’ve heard repeatedly from past students: Senior Projects is a great opportunity to get to 
know another side of Baltimore. The faculty agree, and for that reason, proposals that involve travel are 
less likely to pass than those that take place locally. 

We really want to urge you to start early. It is not a bad idea to do some informational interviewing this 
fall. The interview is designed to give you insight into what your days would really be like if you were 
doing a project at this place. Most students who are dissatisfied with their projects felt they did not 
really know what the project would be like before it started.  

Use connections—your parents’ friends, your friends’ parents, neighbors, teachers at school, Park 
alumni and current parents, etc. However, you cannot work directly with a member of your own 
family. 

Dream big! One of the great things about Senior Projects is that it often opens doors to you that would 
otherwise be closed. It’s pretty impossible for a 17 or 18 year old student to get a job at the Mayor’s 
office or a TV station or the Smithsonian, but you can get into those places under the auspices of Senior 
Projects. To make the most of this opportunity, you should find a project that goes beyond what’s 
available to you as a summer opportunity. 

Please do not propose projects that cost money. The faculty feels strongly that Senior Projects should 
not be a paid-for experience. The Senior Project Committee will also give greater scrutiny to projects in 
which students will be working with other Park seniors; independent projects where seniors will not be 
working daily with a project supervisor; projects that involve travel, and those that involve more than 
one focus. 


