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If you don’t blurt out in class, and you 
don’t appear to be interested enough 
to participate, you might be a Middle 
Grounder.
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by Andrew Bahl ‘14 and 
Baylor Knobloch ‘14

‘Learn to think’ rethought
School enlists marketing firm to boost public image

THE COURTYARD— It didn’t take long for Middle School students to figure out what to do with the newly renovated fifth grade court-
yard.  Summer projects included re-configuring and re-planting the mid-school outdoor space.  

See Renovations p.6 

In the world of independent 
schools, marketing is the name 
of the game, and Park is about 
to become a player.

“The independent school 
landscape, nationally as well as 
in Baltimore in particular, is in-
creasingly competitive as fami-
lies weigh various educational 
options and deal with economic 
realities,” said Pete Hilsee, Park’s 
director of communications and 
marketing since 2011.

 To prevent these factors from 
dampening admissions and en-
rollment statistics, the school has 
hired EdwardsCo., a marketing 
firm, to revamp its image.   

“We decided last year that 
we should use an outside group 

to review our current materials 
and make recommendations for 
future marketing efforts,” said 
Head of School Dan Paradis. 
“We interviewed several firms 
last year and EdwardsCo. really 
impressed us in terms of method-
ology, in work they’ve done for 
other schools, and in their ability 
to really understand Park. 

“They want to get to know 
who we are, what makes us dis-
tinctive, and then suggest ideas 
for future marketing that feel 
authentic to us,” he said.

An initial step for a market-
ing plan took place September 
17 and 18; Maria Kadison and 
Marty Buss Smith of Edward-
sCo. visited campus and met 
with various groups, including 
students, parents, faculty, and 
administrators. The discussions 

were aimed at identifying the 
school’s unique traits, and how 
these are sometimes misunder-
stood by the greater population. 

“It’s so clear that Park is a 
wonderful school,” said Kadison, 
president of the marketing firm. 
“I loved the meeting with the 
group of students because all day 
we had been talking with faculty 
and parents, but with [students] 
we could see in flesh and blood 
in front of us that everything 
was real. It was great to see the 
examples of everything we had 
heard about,” she said. 

Kadison noted that the stu-
dents she met with “were the 
quintessential Park students. 
They question theories, think 
for themselves, question author-
ity, and haven’t been taught to 
just absorb information and spit 

it back out. So it’s that kind of 
spirit that we want to capture,” 
she said. 

Park will be the newest addi-
tion to a list of 95 other clients, 
including Yale, Vanderbilt, and 
M.I.T as well as prep schools 
such as Philips Exeter Acad-
emy, Deerfield Academy, and 
Baltimore’s own Garrison For-
est School. 

 EdwardsCo.’s method con-
sists of what they call The Per-
suasive Wedge™, a concept 
described on their website as “a 
positioning that cuts through a 
flood of nearly identical mes-
sages from competitors in an 
authentic and confident way so 
you stand out in the minds of 
your primary targets.” 

See Marketing p. 6

Lobby, 
courtyard 
sport new 
looks 

New color, new carpet, new 
counter… new century.

Anyone who has walked 
through the front doors of the 
school recently has noticed 
some dramatic differences. 
This summer, the school took 
on a series of renovations, 
modifying the front entrance and 
reception area, and the fifth grade 
courtyard.

“Each year we evaluate what 
needs to be upgraded,” Joan 
Webber, Director of Finance 
and Operations, said. “When we 
do a project, we start by meeting 
with the people who will use the 
space.” 

High View Construction 
Company revamped the front en-
trance and lobby. They removed 
the window and wall in front of 
the receptionist desk, moved the 
wall several feet back, added 
more cabinet and counter space, 
changed the carpet, and re-sur-
faced the cement steps leading 
up to the school.

“It gives a more positive im-
pression to people who walk in, 
especially for the first time,” 
front desk receptionist Joan 
Shaull said. “People feel per-
fectly at ease with coming up to 
talk to me because it’s obviously 
why I’m here; whereas when I 
was behind the wall and window, 
they weren’t sure.” 

According to Webber, “the 
front office project, including 
the lobby and resurfacing the 
entrance stairs, came out of a 
need. It’s the front door of our 
school, where visitors and pro-
spective new students come in. 
We wanted it to be more welcom-
ing,” she said.

by Sophie Bailowitz ‘15 
and Melanie Weiskopf ‘15

photo by S. Weintraub

With the hiring of Will Weiskopf, 
the school re-instates its long-
standing outdoor initiatives class.

The Middle Ground Challenge ReturnsShifting the Curriculum
The English Dept. spent time 
discussing authentic ways to 
shift its curriculum towards 
a more inclusive body of litera-
ture. PAGE 7
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For the past four years, I’ve come to 
soccer captains’ practices and preseason 
practices two weeks before the start of 
school. In the blazing heat, I’ve run around 
with my buddies and sweated rivers. But 
the heat never really bothered me because 
I was always able to run without having 
to wear the overpriced, hot, itchy jerseys 
that we are now required to wear. This 
year, when I showed up at our preseason 
practices, there was a surprise in store for 
the team: shirts were required. 

I didn’t understand the new policy. We 
were guys; we practiced far away from 
everyone else, and it was damn hot out. 
To this day, I still don’t understand why 
it was created and even who instituted it. 

One rumor I’ve heard about why we 
have to wear shirts now is that “the field is 
an extension of the classroom.” Wrong! It 
is not. The sports field is where kids go to 
release their pent up energy and emotions 
that have built up over the course of the 
day. The sports field is a place to forget 
about that math test you have tomorrow, 

or that English paper you still haven’t 
done. Yes, there are very valuable teach-
ing moments in sports. Not everything is 
taught in a classroom. 

Another rumor that I’ve heard floating 
around is that we have to wear shirts be-
cause the girls have to wear them. I don’t 
see the problem in letting girls run around 
in their sports bras. After all, aren’t bikinis 
more revealing than what the girls would 
be wearing? Twice now our team has gone 
to the pool with Rob Slade for a workout. 
Both times we didn’t need a shirt. If we 
didn’t need a shirt to do a workout in the 
pool, which is a much more visible area 
than Kelly field, then why do we have to 
wear them when we play soccer?

I do have an open mind and I do see 
the argument on the other side. Yes, if the 
girls have to wear shirts, then so should 
the guys. But in the end it’s far too hot to 
be wearing shirts. Who wouldn’t want to 
see the Boys’ Varsity Soccer team shirt-
less? We’re just too sexy for our shirts.  

 —Francesco Porcarelli ’14

Letter to the editors
A sports field is not a classroom

photo by J. Williams ‘15
The Boys’ Varsity Soccer team prefers to work out shirtless.

Presence of mind 

cartoon by Baylor Knobloch ’14 

Every senior class eagerly an-
ticipates the moment when that last 
straggler turns in his or her permis-
sion forms and thus starts the ball 
rolling on the endowment of Senior 
Privileges, the coveted allowance 
of the freedom to come to school 
in time for a student’s first commit-
ment, depart after the last obligation, 
and leave in the middle of the day to 
grab some lunch.

 For the Class of 2014, the final 
forms came in last Friday, and se-
niors and faculty met Monday for a 
candid discussion regarding what it 
means to have the relative freedom 
of movement that Senior Privileges 
will give us.  

Don’t get us wrong-- we’re look-
ing forward to the idea of sleeping 
in when we have a free block or in-
dulging in the occasional off-campus 
excursion.  But what is often over-
looked about senior privileges is that 
too much of a good thing can be det-
rimental to the community.   

 Seniors are active leaders in 
clubs, activities and sports teams, 
as well as being the eldest members 
of the student community.  The free-
dom to leave campus, when used in 
excess, can take away from all of 
those things.  Students are presented 
a multitude of exciting opportunities 
to participate in the life of the school 
during free blocks, and one has to 
wonder whether departing campus 
for the Quarry day after day is best 

taking advantage of all that Park has 
to offer.  

Senior year should be a time when 
students are acting as the leaders 
they are and becoming more engaged 
and present in the school communi-
ty, rather than isolating themselves, 
as those who frequently use Senior 
Privileges to disengage from on-
campus activities are wont to do.                

There is also the issue of equity.  It 
should not be assumed that every se-
nior has a car or possesses the means 
to take advantage of these newfound 
freedoms.  The expenses of gas and 
eating out are not something to be 
taken lightly, even for those who 
are able and choose to partake.  This 
should not be a source of guilt, but 
rather something that we should keep 
in the back of our heads.  

Again, this should not come as 
a rebuke of the idea of privileges-
-in moderation, they can certainly 
be a positive.  It also should not be 
considered a condemnation of those 
who exercise them.  Rather, these are 
points to be considered. 

It is our understanding that Senior 
Privileges create a paradox: the com-
munity entrusts you with a freedom 
based upon your reaching a level of 
responsibility and maturity, while at 
the same time causes you to become 
more removed from that same com-
munity. Something for seniors to 
chew on before we bolt off-campus 
during X block.                
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On the week of September 9, several 
bold members of our community posted 
two altered images of Jesus, one with the 
face of a dog, the other holding a lamb 
with the same dog’s face. 

Discussions soon arose regarding the 
implications of these images and the in-
tent of the individuals who posted them. 
As a result, a noticeable divide emerged 
in the community.

The images were controversial enough 
to spark a debate that lasted part of a fac-
ulty meeting, with no consensus reached. 
A similar divide arose among the student 
body following an assembly given by 
history teacher Tina Forbush, who, after 
presenting both sides of the argument, 
defended the students’ rights to freedom 
of expression.

Other members of the faculty felt as 
if the images created an unsafe environ-
ment for students. One faculty member 
removed one of the images on behalf 

of some students who had reportedly 
expressed concern. This member of the 
faculty then left a note in place of the im-
age inviting student conversation. 

Given that no student has yet to pub-
licly come forward about being offended 
by the images, it’s unclear whether or not 
the removal was in response to genuine 
student opinion. 

As another faculty member said, “I 
wouldn’t trust teachers who say that they 
are acting in response to what students 
have told them. Often, members of the 
faculty will act on their own accord, and 
claim that it was in the interest of the stu-
dent body, when in fact no students have 
said anything.”

Regardless of the intentions of the 
teacher who took down the images, her 
initiative to remove them down without 
first consulting the students who had 
posted them runs counter to the school’s 
philosophy. 

In an institution like ours, it’s impor-
tant that students feel comfortable using 
public space to express their opinions in 

When there’s malice towards none, let’s talk
a reasonable manner, provided the intent 
is non-malicious.

Daniel Jacoby, leader of the CCCP 
(Climate Change Committee at Park), 
made the comparison to a time when a 
concerned parent requested that the logo 
of the CCCP be changed as it parodies the 
communist hammer and sickle. Part of 
the unique appeal of Park is the ability of 
students to challenge beliefs where they 
see fit, and this situation is no different. 

As Forbush said in her assembly, this 
issue is very difficult to resolve. On the 
one hand, we want to preserve the right for 
students to say what they want, even if it is 
offensive to a certain degree. However, we 
also want students to feel safe to express 
themselves. 

There’s not an easy answer to this prob-
lem, as both sides of the argument have 
their merits. That being said, due to the 
minimally offensive nature of the poster 
and a lack of any malicious intent, it’s im-
portant to allow the image to stay up until 
genuine discomfort among the community 
becomes evident.

by Zach Goldman ‘14  and 
Evan Semenza ’14 

History teacher Tina Forbush talks 
at an assembly regarding the con-
troversial poster.

photo by B. Knobloch‘ 14

Before I say what I’m about to say, let 
me be perfectly clear: in spite of the fact 
that I’m writing this commentary, I don’t 
actually have an opinion about the way 
the “Jesus Dog” incident panned out. If 
someone put a gun to my head and forced 
me to weigh in, I’d probably say that I’m 
against the decision to take one of them 
down. Ultimately, though, I don’t really 
care either way. 

What does, however, get my knick-
ers in a twist is the utter indignation that 
I’ve heard from some of my classmates in 
response to the decision that was made. 
How, in a gloriously liberal institution 
such as this, could the faculty so flagrantly 
disregard our beloved First Amendment 
rights? That seemed to be the question on 
everyone’s lips Wednesday, September 11, 
after one member of the faculty took down 
a poster with a photoshopped picture of a 
dog on Jesus’s face that had been put on 
display in the Commons. 

A few days later, history teacher Tina 
Forbush led an assembly, addressing some 
of the issues at play. To illustrate the per-
petual conflict between public welfare and 
civil liberty, she asked an incisive ques-
tion: If the government of Illinois is al-
lowed to stop members of the Nazi Party 
from marching in Skokie, what’s to stop 
the Alabama government from prohibiting 
the 1965 Bloody Sunday marches? It’s an 
excellent point, to be sure. But it’s not an 
analogous situation. 

Obvious distinctions of scope and 
weight aside, there is a fundamental dif-
ference between the Nazis in Skokie and 

the dog in the Commons. The former was 
a question about freedom of speech. The 
latter, despite the prevailing sentiment, 
is not. 

“Speech,” as the word would sug-
gest, is the act of saying something, of 
encapsulating thoughts with words (or, 
if we’re thinking like Constitutional law-
yers here, with images, songs, clothing, 
flag burning, and other similar forms of 
“symbolic speech”), and disseminating 
those thoughts to communicate a certain 
message or achieve a certain end. In oth-
er words, there is a difference between 
speech and mere sound—a difference that 
has been largely neglected in the discus-
sions surrounding the dog poster in the 
Commons. 

When someone gets up to give a pre-
sentation in assembly, the sounds that 

come from his or her mouth are put to-
gether to form sentences, which, in turn, 
are put together to form ideas. If someone, 
conversely, were to get up in assembly 
and make weird gurgling noises for no 
reason, we certainly wouldn’t consider 
that speaking. We would consider that 
making weird gurgling noises for no rea-
son. Would it be interesting? Sure. Would 
it be funny? Obviously. But would it be 
speech? ‘Fraid not. 

It’s an odd metaphor, I know, but it’s 
also a crucial point. A large part of the 
case against taking down the meme was, 
ironically, predicated on the supposition 
that the people who posted it had no mali-
cious intent. I’d say that the actual issue 
is that they probably had no intent at all. 
It wasn’t “speech” because there was no 
particular idea trying to be communicated. 

That much seems clear to me. 
This, of course, begs the question: if 

the Jesus dog wasn’t speech, then what 
was it?

“I’d certainly call it ‘expression,’” 
English teacher Howard Berkowitz said. 
“And, though the folks who put it up there 
might not have been so bold as to call it 
‘art,’ I  believe it was art —namely, a hu-
manly constructed object which generated 
puzzlement and emotional response, if not 
actual delight.” 

That may be the case, but I’m inclined 
to believe that our responsibility to protect 
random images that could, if you squint 
the right way, arguably be considered 
“art” is not as pressing as our responsibil-
ity to protect intentional art with intention-
ally rendered ideas. There is a long road 
between those two things, and it seems to 
me like we’re conflating them.  

Does the Jesus dog, to borrow a phrase 
from the U.S. Supreme Court, have any 
“redeeming social value?” I don’t pre-
sume to have an answer—again, I don’t 
really have an opinion either way. But 
I’d urge people to put the situation into 
perspective, perhaps a bit more than they 
have been. 

Pause in your grandiose, yet well artic-
ulated, harangues about the Bill of Rights, 
and take a moment to consider the validity 
of the other side. Taking down the poster 
was not an assault on our cherished lib-
eral ideals; it was a value judgment, from 
someone who decided that the image’s 
productiveness was outweighed by its 
potential destructiveness. Disagree with 
that calculation, by all means. But don’t 
overdramatize its implications. 

Commons poster controversy overblown
by Sarah Cohen ’14 

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ‘14

So-called offensive poster sparks debate about free speech and insensitivity 
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President Barack Obama, joined by Vice President Joe Biden, delivers a 
statement on Syria in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, 
D.C., Saturday, August 31, 2013.

Kristoffer Tripplaar/Pool/Abaca Press/MCT

“In a world with many dangers, this 
menace must be confronted,” said U.S. 
President Barack Obama. Under the re-
gime of Bashar al-Assad, the Syrian gov-
ernment has used internationally banned 
chemical weapons classified as WMDs 
(Weapons of Mass Destruction), the same 
category that houses nuclear weapons.  
The United States should intervene with 
drone strikes against Syria, as it would 
be an effective deterrent to future use of 
WMDs worldwide.

First, a strike would punish and deter 
Assad and other tyrannical governments 
from using chemical weapons in the 
future.  Assad “has barely put a dent in 
his enormous stockpile,” said Samantha 
Power, U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations. “And the international commu-
nity has clearly not yet put a dent in his 
willingness to use them.”  We must show 
him, and the international community, that 
the use of chemical weapons is a serious 
offense and will not be met with a mere 
slap on the wrist.  Despite what the bum-
bling UN attempts to do, this is a global 
community that is clearly unprepared to 
enforce its own ban, and the United States 
must stand up to show that the “red line” 
must not be crossed.  Appeasing Assad 
would only strengthen his and other dic-
tator’s grasp.  A strike would deal a large 
blow to Syrian military infrastructure and 
significantly weaken Assad’s weapons 
capabilities.  While fighting a full-blown 
civil war, the Syrian regime is sure to be 
feel these strikes. 

Second, not acting makes the United 
States look weak on the non-proliferation 
of WMDs.  “We cannot stand by and per-
mit the systematic use of weapons like 
chemical weapons on civilian popula-
tions,” Obama said.  With these words 
comes an expectation that the United 
States will act against those who use 
chemical weapons. Even with the CWC 
(the Chemical Weapons Commission,) the 
United Nations has historically been un-
able to act against similar behaviors clear-
ly banned worldwide.  The United States 
must show that the world is no safe haven 
for those who wish to commit mass atroci-

ties through the use of chemical weapons 
and other WMDs.  

Finally, the United States must chal-
lenge the legitimacy of Bashar al-Assad.  
Assad is unfortunately not the first dictator 
to murder the civilians of his own country 
with chemical weapons.  In 1988 Saddam 
Hussein committed an ethnic cleansing 
of the Kurdish people of northern Iraq.  
The United States acted only after Hus-
sein’s invasion of Kuwait.  What kind of 
message does that send?  Does the U.S. 
condone the mass murder of civilians?  
We must show that these rogue dictators 
should never be allowed to control and 
murder their people.  We must strive to 
show that these leaders will never be ac-
cepted in the international community.  
Only through credible threat can we bro-
ker deals such as the Putin Plan to disarm 
countries that wish to do harm to both na-
tive and foreign peoples.  

In closing, it is imperative that the 
United States shows its strength and re-
solve in the face of oppression.  Holding 
back now would clearly be a mistake.  In 
the words of President Barack Obama, 
“The U.S. does not do pinpricks. Our 
military is the greatest the world has ever 
known. And when we take even limited 
strikes, it has an impact on a country like 
Syria.”  

by Matt Singer ‘15

Head to Head
Should the U.S. intervene in the

The current situation in Syria is danger-
ous and susceptible to change, but attack-
ing Syria could lead to far more damage 
and danger than the chemical weapons 
President Assad is using on his own peo-
ple. It could cause the outbreak of war 
in the Middle East, attacks on Israel and 
the USA, weaken the power of the UN, 
and even bury the US economy deeper 
into debt. 

I understand why some people may 
want to attack Syria. Using chemical 
weapons is dangerous, immoral, and the 
U.S. has stated that any use of chemical 
weaponry would be met with interference. 

But I don’t see the point in doing all of 
this if it could risk other events that could 
be more damaging to our country, Syria, 
and those surrounding Syria. 

In 1946, the League of Nations col-
lapsed due to its inability to keep peace 
and settle disputes between countries. The 
United Nations, created after WWII, has 
the same goal that the League of Nations 
did: to keep world peace.  

As a member of the UN, America 
doesn’t want to see it collapse like the 
League of Nations did. If we take it upon 
ourselves to stop Syria without allowing 
the UN to intervene peaceably, we would 
be undermining the power of the UN as 

well as weakening its influence.
According to U.S. Treasury data, na-

tional debt increases after war. This debt 
increase started after the Civil War, and 
continued to rise after WWI and WWII. 
As of April 2, 2013, our current national 
debt was around $11.959 trillion. The cost 
of any military action against Syria would 
raise the debt even more, causing prob-
lems with taxes and the federal budget. 

One of the most dangerous risks of 
a military strike on Syria is the risk of 
conflict with Syria’s allies, Iran and Hez-
bollah, a Lebanese, Shi’a terrorist group, 
as well as risking our tense relationship 
with Russia. 

Although thawing, Iran’s relationship 
with the U.S. has been nonexistent; we’ve 
been enemies with Iran since the Iranian 
Hostage Crisis in 1979. Iran is also against 
the existence of Israel, straining the rela-
tionship further because we are such big 
supporters of Israel. 

Hezbollah is a radical terrorist Islamist 
organization, dedicated to the destruction 
of Israel that currently occupies all of 
Southern Lebanon.

In response to an attack on Syria, there 
is a high risk of Iran and Hezbollah attack-
ing Israel, a more geographically conve-
nient alternative to attacking the U.S. Be-
cause we are such strong supporters and 
allies of Israel, it’s obvious that America 
would become involved. If any attack is 
made on Israel, it could lead to the out-
break of war involving multiple countries 
in the Middle East. 

Our relationship with Russia is also 
very unstable. Since the Cold War, the 
U.S. and Russia have tended to take op-
posite sides on policies. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has stated that he does not 
support America intervening militarily 
in Syria. If the U.S. decides to invade, it 
could damage Russo-American relations. 

If diplomatic solutions break down, a 
military strike on Syria would be unwise 
for America. It could lead to much more 
destruction than intended and it wouldn’t 
accomplish what it was meant to accom-
plish.

by Leah Fishman ’16 

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/MCT

Hundreds of 
demonstrators 
protest against 
the U.S. in-
tervention in 
Syria outside 
the U.S. Capi-
tol  Saturday, 
September 7 
2013.

Syrian Conflict? 
“The United States must 
show that the world is no 
safe haven for those who 
wish to commit mass atroc-
ities through the use of 
chemical weapons.”

“I don’t see the point in 
doing all of this if it could 
risk other events that could 
be more damaging to our 
country, Syria, and those 
surrounding Syria.”
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Five tiny seconds. Maybe 10. 
It only takes that long to walk 
the few extra steps to a recy-
cling bin. Still, students fail to 
accomplish this small task on a 
daily basis. I’m not claiming to 
be a tree hugger, determined to 
single-handedly save the earth 
from climate change and win a 
Nobel Prize. I drive a car that 
runs on fossil fuels, rely con-
stantly on electricity, and have 
not yet convinced my parents to 
go organic. 

However, I care about the 
earth, and I care about doing 
the right thing. When an oppor-
tunity to help the environment 
presents itself, even if only in a 

’Nuff said

by Samantha Max ‘14

minor way, I feel compelled to 
take it. I expect my peers to do 
the same.

Our philosophy, the funda-
mental basis of this school, is 
built upon the assumption that 
“human beings are capable and 
desirous of rational self-disci-
pline.” As students, we are given 
myriad opportunities to make 
decisions on our own, with the 
expectation that we will have the 
willpower to make the right one.

The same should apply to 
recycling. Blue bins stand on 
every corner, in each classroom, 
and throughout the hallways. All 
trash cans in the cafeteria have 
adjacent recycling and compost 
slots. And yet, day after day, my 
friends toss lemonade bottles, 
soda cans, and sheets of paper 
into the trash. 

I would assume that students 
do not purposely intend to sabo-
tage the environment, but are 
merely too lazy to take an extra 
moment out of their day. This is 
not a valid excuse. Students are 
responsible for taking advantage 

Recently, Park hired a mar-
keting firm to correct this com-
mon assumption about us: we’re 
a bunch of football-hating filthy 
hippies who come to school in 
pajamas, smoke pot, don’t get 
grades, and laugh at the idea of 
academic achievement. 

The firm, EdwardsCo., uses 
what they call a “Persuasive 
Wedge™” in their ad campaigns. 
A Persuasive Wedge™ is a qual-
ity about a particular school that 
can be turned into something mar-
ketable. For instance, when Ed-
wardsCo. worked with the Tilton 
School in New Hampshire, their 

Marketing: insourced 

by Peter Coulson ‘16

Persuasive Wedge™ was “The 
Power of Potential.” 

I’ve no idea what EdwardsCo. 
is planning to use as its Persua-
sive Wedge™ for Park (yes, I 
do enjoy making the trademark 
sign), so I’m offering up a few of 
my own here.

POSSIBLE PERSUASIVE 
WEDGES™

•Convenient to the Quarry.
•We tackle serious issues: 

should the Cross Country team 
should wear shirts?

•Our teachers swear because 
they care so #%!@ing much 
about education.

•Let’s have a meaningful dia-
logue about the possible reper-
cussions and ethical issues asso-
ciated with advertising.

•Park: Where political diver-
sity means “moderate liberals.”

•Our cafeteria sells good, nu-
tritious food—just ask our mice!

•We don’t have detentions; we 
have assemblies.

•If this advertisement offends 
you, we’ll gladly take it down.

From its youngest grades, 
Park values and encourages con-
versation. Students learn that it 
is necessary to be vocal both in 
and out of the classroom in order 
to be appreciated. Participation 
is highly significant in classes 
and teachers often create open 
discussions and debates to foster 
this verbal stance toward learn-
ing. While a focus of high vo-
calization allows some students 
to thrive, it often leaves out an 
intelligent but quiet or reserved 
group of individuals. 

Students in a classroom can 
be divided into two groups: the 
loud students, who I call the 
Blurters, and the students who 
contribute much less or don’t 
talk at all. Those who are loud 
are by no means unintelligent 
or trying to be rude. In fact they 
are often smart and have enough 
confidence to speak as they wish 
without fearing or caring what 
their peers or teachers think.

Then there is the group who 
barely speaks. These students 
can be divided into two subcat-
egories. The first are those who 
are simply disinterested in the 
subject and generally don’t wish 
to participate, or as I call them, 
the Disengaged. The second are 
students who are perhaps more 
polite or reserved and do not yell 

out. I call this group the Middle 
Grounders. These individuals are 
smart, conscientious, competent 
students. They just don’t blurt. 
Middle Grounders raise their 
hands and wait courteously when 
they have answers or thoughts. 
Why don’t they call out? Maybe 
Middle Grounders feel comfort-
able speaking in some subjects 
and less comfortable in others.

 I for one love the humanities 
and I confess that I blurt out en-
thusiastically in history. On the 
other hand, I often feel uneasy 
speaking in science and math. 
I am a perfectly fine student in 

those classes, yet I consider my-
self a Middle Grounder in them. 

The level of comfort a Middle 
Grounder has in a class can cer-
tainly be dictated by confidence. 
The lack of confidence in a spe-
cific area turns passionate and 
intelligent students into Middle 
Grounders. Those students are 
just as academically enthusias-
tic as their peers, the Blurters, 
yet because of their lack of con-
fidence, they turn to hand-rais-
ing—or perhaps not speaking at 
all—as a safety net.

The solution is not to silence 
the Blurters, but to empower 

Confessions from the Middle Ground 
the Middle Grounders. I believe 
the this task ultimately falls to 
the teachers. To help Middle 
Grounders, teachers have two 
responsibilities. One: create ac-
tivities that allow all students to 
participate. Two: ensure a safe 
classroom environment, where 
students’ contributions are free 
from judgment. 

I have been in classes where 
we have done fun, progressive 
activities in which everyone can 
contribute. For example, teachers 
might collect assignments and 
read them out loud to the class 
without revealing the author. 
The anonymous nature of this 
activity breaks the fear a Middle 
Grounder might have of being 
judged or criticized. Teachers 
could give students the option of 
handing in note cards with ques-
tions or ideas they might not feel 
comfortable asking in class. 

Wait Time is yet another good 
option for giving Middle Ground-
ers an opportunity to share their 
knowledge. What this entails 
is teachers waiting a few more 
minutes after asking a question, 
giving everyone an opportunity 
to contemplate the question and 
gather their thoughts. It is also 
a reminder to the class that the 
teacher wants to hear from ev-
eryone, not just the Blurters (who 
are often the first ones to raise 
their hands). 

by Julia Gross ‘14

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ‘14

The second crucial part to 
the empowerment of the Middle 
Grounders is creating a safe 
classroom environment.  Teach-
ers should be aware of the inter-
ests, strengths, and personalities 
of those in their classrooms. This 
will give the teachers a good 
sense of who might be a Middle 
Grounder, so they can plan ac-
tivities focused on inclusivity. 

In addition, it is important 
that teachers set a precedent in 
September for mandatory hand-
raising. They then need to be 
consistent in calling students 
out if they don’t raise their hands. 
Creating a safe space should also 
include awareness of eye-rolling 
and passive-aggressive side com-
ments made when anyone in the 
class is speaking. 

If we truly value verbal shar-
ing, it is important that every-
one feels comfortable and safe 
expressing themselves. Aware-
ness is essential, especially in the 
classroom, to ensure that Blurt-
ers, Middle Grounders, and the 
Disengaged are all able to share 
their opinions comfortably. 

Which is more important, 
having free-for-all conversations 
or including everyone? Park 
puts an emphasis on diversity of 
opinions, yet how can this hap-
pen when all students do not feel 
comfortable or safe speaking in 
class? 

of the opportunities afforded to 
them to help themselves, oth-
ers, and the world around them. 
Recycling an empty water bottle 
is an effortless first step.

This issue reflects a larger 
phenomenon within the com-
munity. In past years, a sense 
of indifference toward envi-
ronmentalism has emerged. 
The school has decided not to 
re-apply for its Green School 
status in 2014, which it earned 
in 2009. The Committee for Cli-
mate Change, a once thriving 
club, has nearly lost its presence 
on campus. 

Any environmentalist would 
cringe at the swarm of teach-
ers at the Xerox machine each 
morning, copying stacks of 
handouts for their students. 

Such disregard to the en-
vironment hardly mirrors our 
philosophy. As members of 
this community, and more im-
portantly, as members of the 
universe, it is our responsibil-
ity to lend a hand. It’s not rocket 
science; it’s just five seconds.
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Renovations enliven campus 

Top: Upper School students take 
full advantage of the rebuilt 
courtyard.  Newly planted sod, 
and a paved patio with  picnic 
tables provide comfortable ac-
commodations for eating and 
conversation during lunch, free 
blocks, and class. 

Left: Head of School Dan Paradis 
 and Lower School students con-
verse about Brown and White 
Day beads at the new front lob-
by reception desk. The lobby 
and administrative offices were 
renovated this summer.

photo by K. Kouwenhoven ‘15

photo by S. Weintraub

  Along with the renovation of the front 
entrance, there were also changes made 
to the fifth grade courtyard. Several years 
ago, some of the trees in the courtyard 
began to deteriorate, and roots from the 
larger trees were destroying the drainage 
system.  All trees were cut down and 
removed over winter break last year.  
Afterwards, the courtyard looked barren 
and unkempt. By spring, administrators 
realized that they had to act. “We needed 
both to fix the drainage problem and 
make the center of school aesthetically 
pleasing and functional,” Webber said. 

To prepare for the renovation, a 
committee composed of students, sev-
eral faculty members administrators, and 
representatives from the facilities depart-
ment advised on planning the project. 
Brickman Construction Company began 
work in June, leveling the ground in the 
courtyard, repairing the drainage, build-
ing a retaining wall, installing paving 
stones, planting sod, bushes, and trees, 
and replacing the old picnic benches with 
new sitting areas.

“All four classes have been using the 
space throughout the day and throughout 
the week, and we’ll continue to do so,” 
fifth grade teacher and committee mem-
ber Sharen Pula said. 

On a warm fall day last week, Middle 
and Upper School students occupied 
the tree trunk seating, picnic tables, and 
grassy areas during lunch.

“It’s a nice place to eat,” Jonathan Ka-
plan ’19 said.  “We all sit on the stumps 
and talk.  It’s really cool just to hang out,” 
he said.

“I really like it,” Magdalen Wulf ’15 
said. “I wish they hadn’t taken out the 
cherry tree, but it’s nice having tables that 
don’t collapse,” she said.

Renovations continued from p. 1 

The “Wedge” that they cre-
ated for Garrison Forest is “You 
can. You will.” Connecticut Col-
lege’s contract with EdwardsCo. 
resulted in “Extraordinary is our 
mission,” Oberlin is now “Fear-
less,” and Skidmore displays 
“Creative Thought Matters” on 
all of its admissions advertise-
ments.   

While some have questioned 
the decision to spend what they 
presume to be a significant 
amount of money on the initia-
tive, Paradis wasn’t concerned.

“The Board allocates fund-
ing for major projects from the 
school’s operating budget,” he 
said.  “We always build in to 
the budget costs for design fees 
and printing, and we anticipate 
periodic expenses for a major 
review and revision of market-

ing strategies.  So while we in-
tend to spend more this year than 
we would in typical years, such 
expenses are cyclical and come 
around about every five to seven 
years.”

And as for what the “Persua-
sive Wedge” should be, students 
had lots of input. Taylor Force 
’14 was a member of the discus-
sion with students, which fo-
cused on Park’s reputation and 
how students’ actual experiences 
differ from the common mis-per-
ceptions of the school.    

“The common stereotypes 
[we discussed] were Jewish, 
liberal, and there were even 
some people who perceived us 
as druggies,” Force said. “And 
the student responses were that 
we are not druggies, and that we 
are not lazy or hippies. Everyone 

stressed the strong relationships 
with teachers and that we are a 
small school where you need to 
be self-motivated.”  

The two days that Kadison 
and Smith spent on campus 
mark just the beginning of their 

process. “We haven’t talked yet 
to a lot of important groups of 
people outside of Park, who are 
either looking at the school right 
now or who applied to Park last 
year and were accepted but chose 
to go elsewhere,” Kadison said. 
“Those groups will give us inti-
mate knowledge into what Park 
looks like from more of an out-
side perspective.”

Once the school has been 
analyzed from all angles, the 
company will start generating 
ideas.  “Our team will do a lot of 
brainstorming and we will meet 
with the project team to narrow 
down the ideas to two or three 
that feel right to Park,” Kadison 
said. “And then we will go back 
out to perspective families in 
the market and ask them, when 
you hear these statements about 

The EdwardsCo. slogan, as 
seen on a business card.  The 
company will attempt to make 
Park “stand out” amongst 
area private schools.

EdwardsCo. hired to revamp marketing
Marketing continued from p. 1

the school, does this make the 
school seem more attractive? 
And then that helps us come up 
with the one message that we 
want to give.”

And thus, Park’s “Persuasive 
Wedge” will be born. 

“I’m excited about the work 
and am hopeful that it will help 
us to introduce, or re-introduce, 
ourselves to more families 
around Baltimore,” Paradis 
said. “We think there are a lot 
of families who, once they learn 
more about us, will want to visit 
Park.  And we know from past 
years that, once families visit 
Park, they often become excit-
ed about the school.  Edward-
sCo’s work is aimed at helping 
us make that initial contact so 
that families will want to learn 
more.” 



7The PosTscriPT News ocTober 2, 2013

English department questions ‘diversity’ 

Diversity—it’s the one word that’s 
indispensible to the school’s lexicon, 
often discussed, yet never fully under-
stood. But this past summer, six members 
of the English department attempted to 
do just that, in a Faculty and Curricular 
Advancement (FACA) program called 
“Shift, not Supplement: Diversity in the 
English Classroom.” 

According to English teacher Angela 
Balcita, the FACA was designed to “find 
ways to incorporate other voices, other 
worlds, and other ways of telling a story” 
into the current English curriculum. 

To that end, the department spent four 
weeks in roundtable, “shared reading” 
morning sessions, where they’d each 
bring in works that they had read indi-
vidually to explore together with their 
colleagues. 

In the afternoons, each teacher pursued 
his or her own area of personal study. 
Some, like Patti Porcarelli and Howard 
Berkowitz, chose to anchor their readings 
in specific geographical areas, opting for 

African literature and Middle Eastern lit-
erature, respectively. Others preferred to 
define their exploration in different terms; 
Angela Balcita focused her concentrations 
on the genre of magical realism, and Greg 
Brandt immersed himself in an in-depth 
study of Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man. 

The ultimate goal of this structure was, 
as Wulf noted, to “diversify” the material 
that the English department is exploring in 
its classes. That being said, not all depart-
ment members saw eye to eye about the 
implications of the work they were doing. 

“It can sometimes be sensitive mat-
ter,” Balcita said. “People are in different 
places.” 

“One of my colleagues is allergic to the 
word ‘diversity,’” Wulf said. “It seems to 
refer as much to the elaborate attempt to 
be polite, as it does to a genuine intention 
to learn about other cultures.”  

“We pretty much rejected the word ‘di-
versity’ at the beginning of the FACA be-
cause it’s a word that’s asked to do many 
different things,” Porcarelli said. “As Eng-
lish teachers, we think a lot about words, 
and we wanted more precise language. 
So we just said, ‘let’s be more specific 

in what we’re trying to do, and why we 
want to read the things that we read, and 
what we might do with them after we read 
them.’ ”

“We wanted to be fair in the way we 
were bringing in these texts,” Balcita said. 
“We didn’t want to make it seem like we 
were just pumping up the numbers and 
adding more black writers so it looks good 
in the Admissions office. We wanted to 
make sure we were incorporating them 
in a way that made sense, in a way that 
wasn’t patronizing, or all for show. Often 
we butted heads about that,” she said. 

“[It was] by turns comic and uncom-
fortable,” English teacher Jenn Eng said 
of the at-times contentious environment, 
in a post-FACA reflection. 

Despite the differences, though, many 
department members emerged from the 
FACA grateful for the opportunity to “read 
more broadly and think more deeply,” as 
Howard Berkowitz described it, and eager 
to integrate ideas from the summer into 
their syllabi for this school year, and for 
others to come.  

Balcita, for example, plans to eventu-
ally create a magical realism course, and, 

in the meantime, to incorporate some of 
Eng’s and Brandt’s work into her current 
classes. 

Porcarelli, alternatively, hopes to cre-
ate a class called “40 under 40,” in which, 
rather than using background or gender or 
style as an organizing principle, all of the 
works would be chosen based off of the 
age of the writer—in this case, it would 
be 40 current writers under the age of 40, 
coming from all walks of life.

Porcarelli also mentioned that there 
has been some discussion of creating an 
Interdisciplinary Studies department. The 
courses, which would most likely only be 
open to seniors, would unite teachers from 
three different academic disciplines—for 
instance, English, History, and Science—
in the interest of exploring a common 
theme—perhaps poverty, power, or the 
phenomenon of being uprooted—from 
multiple perspectives. Plans to implement 
this idea are still remote, as of now, but 
might become more immediate if students 
start to express interest. 

“In the end, it’s all about giving stu-
dents more things to be inspired by,” Bal-
cita said. “It’s as simple as that.” 

Jelena Popov, Upper School History 
teacher of three years, announced this 
summer that she and her family would 
move to Vienna August 1, so that her hus-
band could start a new job.  

The news that her husband’s company 
was giving him the opportunity to head-up 
its overseas expansion came earlier than 
expected, according to Popov, who be-
lieved she could stay here for one more 
year.

John Kessinger, history department 
chair, said that Popov had mentioned this 
winter the possibility of leaving, but asked 
him to keep it a secret.  “She had con-
flicting feelings,”  said Kessinger, who 
noted that while she knew it was a great 
opportunity for her husband, she was not 
happy about the prospect of leaving Park.

Students, too, were sad to see Popov 
leave. 

 “She was like a mother,” said Valen-
tina Gheorghiu ’15, one of Popov’s former 
advisees. “She, along with my advisory, 
played a really big part in shaping who I 
am now.”   

Kessinger said that after Jelena an-
nounced that she would be leaving, he 
contacted Catherine Ambler, who he knew 
was in Baltimore for the year.  

Ambler, who taught history at school 
for five years, is only filling in part-time, 
which means that the department canceled 

two classes: one section of ninth grade 
history and one elective.        

Popov, by Skype and on email, said 
that after almost two months in Vienna, 
she is still experiencing a “cultural shock,”  
which surprises her since she grew up in 
Serbia and lived in Europe for most of her 
life before moving to America.  “I became 
American,” she said. “I knew this before, 

but now I realized even more that I am 
really an American.” 

Diversity and an urban lifestyle are 
two of Popov’s favorite things about 
Vienna: “The city itself is really inter-
esting because it’s a mixture of historic 
monuments, buildings, and architecture 
from the nineteenth century…with lots 
of parks.”  

Not knowing German has been a hur-
dle.  While it is possible to live in Vienna 
and not know the language, it is “embar-
rassing,” she said.  

Popov says that when her husband 
speaks German, “People are friendlier; 
they want to do something for you; they 
would go the extra mile…”  Popov plans 
to begin learning German in October at 
the University of Vienna.  

When she discovered that she was go-
ing to leave Baltimore, an initial concern 
was how she would maintain connections.  
She is exploring the possibility of promot-
ing Vienna as a destination for internships 
or to learn about Austria and the surround-
ing region.  

She is also looking into teaching an 
interactive, virtual class with guest speak-
ers.  Kessinger says that this is “certainly 
worth talking about,” but it would also 
have to be approved by the administration.  

Popov says she has not started look-
ing for a job, but eventually plans to.  “I 
don’t know if I’m going to find a place 
like Park…I’m assuming that there is no 
place like Park.  So I’m still reluctant to 
actually work on my resume,” she said.                                    
“Park felt like home.” 

Popov said, and leaving here was the 
hardest thing about the move for her.  She 
says she often thinks about where home is, 
and to her, it is not as much a place as it is 
a feeling of being surrounded by people 
whom she loves and who appreciate her.  
For Popov, Park is that place.     

by Daniel Moskowitz ‘15

Popov and her two children visit the Schonbrunn Palace in Vienna. Popov, who 
taught history in Upper School, moved to Austria this summer.

photo courtesy Jelena Popov 

Popov leaves unexpectedly for new life in Austria

Summer FACA encourages teachers to think more carefully about reading material

by Sarah Cohen ‘14 
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After a year without a leader, the Ap-
palachian Challenge Course has finally 
regained its stability.

Located in the woods, the Challenge 
Course consists of over 40 initiatives de-
signed, built, and led by students. For-
mer science teacher and administrator Jim 
Howard III founded and oversaw the pro-
gram for 36 years. Matt Trump, his suc-
cessor, then ran the course for two years, 
leaving in 2012. Without a leader, the 
challenge program closed for the 2012-
2013 school year.

This trip was truly incredible both in 
the amount of knowledge that it gave me, 
and in the way it enhanced my world view. Students M. McCaffrey (Northwest School, Seattle), N. Roswell ’14, W. King

’16, T. Robbins’ 15 and A. Salzberg’ 15 gather in front of the Pisew Falls in 
Northern Manitoba. 

photos courtesy Chris Roach 

The new director, Will Weiskopf, 
comes from a background of outdoor 
education. He spent his last year at Key 
School in Annapolis, which he describes 
as having “a robust Outdoor Education 
department” that runs 27 trips a year. 
However, the commute from Pikesville to 
Annapolis was not one that he could keep 
up, so he accepted the Challenge offer.

“A lot of what I do is moving people 
outside their comfort zones and teaching 
them how to find comfort there,” Weis-
kopf said. “Such experiences often force 
us to evolve the static narrative we tell 
ourselves about our self, and lead us to 
discover dynamism and inner strengths 
we don’t know we have.”

These “transformational moments,” as 
Weiskopf calls them, are often found on 
the Challenge Course, where participants 
are encouraged to defy physics.

Before that happens, though, the ob-
stacles—or “initiatives”—on the Course 
must be brought up to date. The safety 
of the Challenge Course has always been 
priority; every time a new initiative was 
introduced, Howard would be the first to 
test it out.

“A lot has changed in the industry over 
the years,” Weiskopf said. “I’ll be recover-

Every summer, members of the Upper School Arctic Club have the opportunity to travel to Wapusk Na-
tional Park in Churchill, Manitoba and collect data on permafrost–—a soil that has been frozen for two 
or more years. The Arctic trip is a way for students to both travel and continue their scientific endeavors 
during summer vacation, working alongside professional scientists. Over the years, the trip has become 
a highlight of many students’ summers. Below, students tell us about what the arctic trip meant to them.

I wish everyone could experience what 
we did; the world would be a kinder place 
for it. One can’t help but be changed for 
the better by cohabitating with such a 
wonderful group, in such a beautiful 
place, doing such amazing work

Thomas Robbins ’15

Annika Salzberg ’15

Before this trip, science was a type 
of knowledge to me—a list of Newton’s 
Laws in Physics or a map of the brain in 
Biology. It was nothing more than another 
subject you learn in school like math or 
English. But this trip has helped me to 
broaden that definition for myself because 
science is so much more than that. 

Natalie Rudin ’15Alexis Hudes ’16 
There is something incredibly liber-

ating and empowering about being able 
to understand what is happening around 
you, and why. 

In the Arctic, there is rarely a mo-
ment when we aren’t laughing at some-
thing. But under the Northern Lights, we 
couldn’t even giggle. All our output ca-
pabilities were shut off, taken over by a 
need for all sensory energy to be devoted 
to the lights.

      Naomi Roswell ’14

aRCTIc

ing and updating the course to accepted 
building and safety standards.” So far, 
about half the course has been completed 
with the help of volunteer student Craig 
Millen ‘17 and members of the facilities 
staff—primarily Henry Coll ‘10, Scott 
Laughman, Nelson Vicioso, and Zach 
Reed. 

Weiskopf will also be working on cer-
tification, documentation, training new 
Upper School leaders, and the aesthetics 
of the Course.

One of the 
more notice-
able signs of 
progress and 
change is the 
“ We l c o m e 
to Yourself” 
sign. Former-
ly in front of 
the climbing 
wall, Weis-
kopf found 
it “in some 
o v e rg r o w n 
bushes” over 
the summer 
and moved 
just beyond 

Weiskopf steps up to the Challenge
the bridge at the entrance to the woods.

“I hope to achieve congruence between 
the rugged undertones of what the Course 
means for participants and an elegant pre-
sentation that lures people to consider it 
a setting for moral growth and individual 
transformation,” Weiskopf said. “I want 
the look of the Course to engender this 
tension, to call up the gritty and the fine 
in all of us. Very few schools have what 
we have out there.

Weiskopf spends time after school doing routine maintenance 
work on the Challenge Course. 

photo by S. Weintraub

by Hannah Block ’15 

photo by S. Weintraub
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Ecstasy. The dictionary defines it as an 
intense joy or delight, and many people 
can pinpoint a few moments in their lives 
that are synonymous with ecstasy. If you 
were at Virgin Mobile Freefest at Merri-
weather Post Pavilion on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, you ideally would have had 
quite a lot of intensely joyful moments.
Ecstasy was when your favorite band 
stepped on stage, or when your friends 
made you laugh so hard you thought 
you’d fall out of the Ferris wheel. 

Snagging tickets on August 8 seemed 
like a nearly impossible feat, but many 
Park students did just that. “I was pretty 
surprised that I actually managed to get 
a ticket,” said Max Gold ’15. “The web-
site always crashes within the first two 
minutes of them going on sale, but I was 
lucky enough to be one of those people 
making it crash.” 

Festival: not the same as a concert

Going to a concert and going to a mu-
sic festival are two completely different 
experiences. While you may know what 
to expect going into a concert, it’s hard 
to leave a festival without finding a new 
band that you’re suddenly infatuated with. 

Isabel Ingram ’15 adores that feeling. 
“It was really nice to see other bands,” 
she said. “Personally, I had just heard of a 
few of them. The ones that I knew, Icona 
Pop, MGMT, and Vampire Weekend, were 
amazing as always, but what I got to hear 
from those lesser known bands was re-

ally nice too. It’s always nice to find new 
music you like.” 

Freefest did a great job with stagger-
ing the timeslots of the sets so attendees 
could wander around to catch a little bit 
of every performance and stop at what-
ever caught their interest the most. The 
festival grounds were set up with three 
separate stages: the West Stage, featuring 
a melting pot of indie pop and electronic 
dance music and artists such as Sky Fer-
reira and Kaskade, the “Dance Forest,” a 
host of electronic acts like Washed Out 
and Madeon, and Merriweather’s Pavilion 
stage, which housed the most popular and 
mainstream bands, such as MGMT and 
Vampire Weekend.

Maryland music festival lovers seem to 
have the worst luck with weather. Similar 
to Sweetlife (the May festival that fea-
tured bands such as Phoenix, Passion Pit, 
and Yeah Yeah Yeahs), the weather lead-
ing up to Freefest was beautiful. But by 
around 4 p.m., while the Swedish queens 
Icona Pop were gracing the West Stage, 
the almost 50,000 festival attendees were 
getting drenched with a storm that refused  
to quit.  

The rain put quite a damper on the 
festivities. The few people who weren’t 
getting rained on were the workers of 
the assorted food and drink stands, and 
quite a large portion of them were Park 
students. “[Working is] certainly a differ-
ent experience than straight up attending 
the concert,” said Evan Semenza ’14. “I 
personally can still enjoy the concert at-
mosphere while working, but I’ve seen 
plenty of people working next to me who 

appear pretty absorbed in their work,” said 
Semenza, who spent the day working at a 
grilled cheese stand.  

Verdict: swamped with wet crowds 

While hopes for Freefest were high, 
not everyone seemed to enjoy themselves 
as much as expected. Many attendees 
were upset by the constant rain and huge 
crowds; some even left early, feeling as if 
dealing with the terrible weather wasn’t 
worth sticking around to hear some of the 
big headliners. 

Brett Diamond ’15 was one of the 
many disappointed with the festival. “I 
was excited to be working at Freefest 
because there were going to be a ton of 
bands that I love there, but the rain quickly 

turned it into an arctic hell with average 
music and MGMT,” he said. 

 Personally, as someone who went to 
both Freefest and Sweetlife, I can’t help 
but compare the two events and favor the 
smaller and less rainy event from May. 
While Freefest may have had quite a few 
more things to play with, such as a large 
photobooth and a Ferris wheel, the work-
ers at these stands were incredibly rude 
to teenagers, asking them invasive ques-
tions like, “Are your fathers okay with you 
being here?”  The large crowds made it 
hard to enjoy some sets, and wariness of 
the incredibly wasted twenty-somethings 
was a necessity. The responses to Freefest 
seem to be mixed: either it was amazing 
or awful, which is why I’d deem it a hit 
and a miss.

At the beginning of this year, when 
English teacher Howard Berkowitz was 
not lecturing his classes on Gay and Les-
bian Literature or Writing about Food, he 
was leading a double life as director of 
Molière’s The Misanthrope at The Vaga-
bond Players. 

Vagabond is currently in its ninety-
eighth season. “We are the only small 
(community) theater that has never had 
a break,” said Carol Evans, member of 
the board of directors and publicist for 
The Misanthrope. Originally started in a 
church, Vagabond Players had been sta-
tioned in a hotel and a mansion before 
coming to its current location in Fells 
Point in 1974. 

Berkowitz chose Richard Wilbur’s 
translation of the original French ver-
sion. The story revolves around a crotch-
ety middle-aged man who dislikes most 
things about the world, and a vivacious 
lady with suitors to spare and not a care 
in the world. The audience follows their 
relationship as we wait and see if they can 
find happiness in each other. However, the 

play ends with the characters ending up in 
the same places they started.  

The rehearsal process began over the 
summer after Berkowitz selected the 
show. “We rehearsed for four days a week, 
7-9:30,” he said. Although the process was 
very involved, Berkowitz said he had it 

Rich Espey (left) plays Philinte, guiding Alceste thropugh his attempt to woo 
his love interest, the fickle, yet alluring siren, Célimène.  

under control. “I’m pretty comfortable 
with myself as a teacher here, so I can 
manage that,” he said. 

Every cast member and almost every 
crew member was a volunteer. “We do it 
because we love it,” said Evans. “Little 
theater is non-equity; it is love. It’s what 

we call sweat equity.”
Two other members of the Park com-

munity joined Berkowitz: eighth grade 
science teacher Rich Espey and Lisa 
Bryan ’00. Espey played Philinte, a good-
natured fellow who ends up finding love 
in an earnest and charming woman named 
Éliante. Bryan, alternatively, played 
Basque, loyal servant to Célimène. 

With so many members of the com-
munity involved in The Misanthrope, 
Berkowitz decided it was a good idea to 
create a night for students and teachers 
to come see the work they had been do-
ing. “It’s a good way to get people who 
might not naturally jump into the theater 
to go,” he said. 

Berkowitz’s “Park Night” was a suc-
cess. Nearly every seat was filled with 
teachers, students and their families. After 
the show, all the cast members claimed 
that it was their best performance yet. “It’s 
completely evolved from two weeks ago,” 
Berkowitz said. “I thought we had more 
response than normal.” 

Ultimately, The Misanthrope was well 
received. Berkowitz’s self-proclaimed 
“Park” style of directing brought the play 
good reviews. 

Berkowitz updates French classic   
by Hannah Blau ’15

Virgin Mobile Freefest: as unpredictable as the weather  
by Nikki Haririan ’15

This year’s Virgin Mobile Freefest, which took place at Merriweather Post Pavilion 
in Columbia, attracted large crowds, including many Park students. 

photo by P. Coulson ‘16
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“Portraits of Life: LGBT Stories of 
Being,” an art show curated by David 
Phillips for Montgomery College, is on 
display in the Upper School Commons for 
the month of October. The exhibit features 
portraits of 18 members of the LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender) 
community, accompanied by childhood 
photos and short first-person stories 
touching on each subject’s experiences 
as a member of the LGBT community. 

“Stories” will be the third annual in-
stallment of Montgomery’s “Portraits of 
Life” series; the previous two were en-
titled “Student Experiences” and “Holo-
caust Survivors.” 

English teacher Howard Berkowitz, 
the person responsible for bringing the 
show to Park, first encountered the ex-
hibit while it was on loan to the office 
of the Maryland Humanities Council, a 
state-wide organization, which has asked 
him to lead their “Literature & Medicine” 
monthly workshop at University of Mary-
land Medical Center. Berkowitz, who 
teaches both Theories of Education, and 
Gay/ Lesbian Literature, was intrigued. 
He contacted Phillips over the summer 
and proposed the idea of Park borrowing 
the exhibition.

Both Phillips, Director of the Arts Insti-
tute at Montgomery College, and faculty 
members Carolyn Sutton and Kevin Coll 
supported the idea of showing the pieces 
at the school, but the group was presented 
with a practical problem: where to display 
them. The current gallery spaces are be-
ing used to show student artwork created 

in conjunction with this year’s resident 
artist. Eventually, the Upper School Com-
mons was chosen as an ad hoc gallery. 
Separate from the practical reasons for 
using the Commons as exhibition space, 
it also ensures increased student engage-
ment and impact. The one concern is the 
risk of accidents. “The idea that anything 
would happen to these photos a little bit 
keeps me up at night,” Berkowitz said.

Berkowitz, who intends to incorporate 

the exhibit into an assignment in Gay/Les-
bian Literature, hopes students will gain 
something from the exhibit, even sepa-
rate from the message of acceptance of 
the LGBT community.

“I think the purpose of education is to 
[facilitate] the full flowering of the indi-
vidual. I had a particular attraction to the 
idea of the photos as young children and 
as adults as a gorgeous example of their 
full flowering and growth,” he said.

Berkowitz hopes that this message will 
resonate beyond the idea of acceptance of 
one’s sexual orientation, to all elements 
of a person’s identity. “That’s the dream, 
as an educator, you know: that someone, 
a seventh grader or ninth grader, could 
see this and think, ‘I can get out of this 
box that I feel stuck in,’ or ‘Oh, now I 
understand my cousin or my friend or my 
neighbor a little bit better.’ You can only 
hope.”

You Are Here (EP)
by Magic Man 

Magic Man, an aspiring Indie Pop band from 
Boston, releases their first EP loaded with in-
stant “stuck in your head” songs, including “Par-
is” and “Texas.” They obviously don’t know 
where they are writing their EP entitled “You 
Are Here.”

Mountains Beaches Cities
     by Moon Taxi  

The only way to describe this album is by 
imagining the music you would here in a taxi 
to the moon. Pretty spacey. Out of this world. 

LGBT stories enrich the Commons
by Grace Croley ‘15

David Phillips hangs pieces in the series “Portraits of Life: LGBT Stories of Being.”  The show, which Phillips curated at 
Montgomery College, will hang in the Upper School Commons until the end of October.

photo by B. Knobloch ‘14

Tuxedos EP (Acoustic)
by Cold War Kids

The recording for this EP began when 
lead vocalist Nathan Willett threw drummer 
Matt Aviero’s drums out the window. No 
rim shot was needed. 

CDs with BD: Brett Diamond ‘15 weighs in on new music 

AM
by Arctic Monkeys

In their new album, Arctic Monkeys 
maintain the same indie rock sound they’ve 
been carrying for years, with an added twist 
of traditional sounding pop in songs such as 
“Snap Out Of It” and “Why’d You Only Call 
Me When You’re High?”

Coming soon: Melophobia by  Cage The Elephant, Thinking Out Loud by The Kickdrums, and Reflektor by  Ar-
cade Fire
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Every day, we come up against a num-
ber of new situations, some of which we 
agree with and others we don’t. This can 
include any number of things: something 
said in class, something posted in the 
Commons, or even the lack of something, 
like shirts or gender neutral bathrooms.

If we direct our attention to the decree 
passed down to the Boys’ Cross Country 
team, we can see a situation that has gar-
nered plenty of negative reactions. This 
year, it was declared that the team is no 
longer permitted to run on campus without 
shirts on. This may seem inconsequential 
to most, but it has major implications for 
the community at large. 

First, let’s take a look at how it affects 
the Cross Country team itself. There’s ac-
tually a method to the madness of shirt-
less running: the main ideas are efficiency 
and convenience. Shirts cause chaffed and 
bloody nipples, contact dermatitis, and 
other painful and annoying consequenc-
es. Besides the general well-being of the 
runners, we aren’t meant to carry encum-
brances. We run in sleeveless singles, 
push through the embarrassment of shorts 
smaller than daisy dukes, and some of us 
even maintain our minimalist attire into 
the fall/winter portion of the season. It’s 
not because we have anything to prove, 
or wish to flaunt our sculpted bodies, but 
because these are the conditions under 
which we work best. 

Even more, these traditions define who 
we are. The new requirement wrecks a 
multi-decade long tradition. Though silly 
and seemingly insignificant, it is a part 
of our team culture. What would tennis 
be without rackets, baseball without bats, 
ultimate without a frisbee? Making the 
Cross Country team go shirtless is remov-
ing a crucial part of what the team stands 
for. It is, oddly enough, a symbol of the 
team. Former Park students, parents, and 
even students from other schools know 
the team as, to quote a Bryn Mawr stu-
dent, “the shirtless boys running down 
Falls [Road].”

If you remember, we mentioned how 
this had bigger ramifications for the com-
munity. The decision to require shirts rep-
resents an unnerving trend: the avoidance 
of student input. There was absolutely no 

discussion with the team members, or 
even coaches, about the decision. 

This type of behavior was also dem-
onstrated with a poster hung in the Upper 
School Commons. Images were removed 
without any discussion because of how 
people could be offended. No one should 
feel unsafe or attacked, but it’s equally 
important that all parties are able to come 
to a mutual agreement and act from there. 
This notion of offending someone was 
also applied in the decision to require 
shirts during on-campus running. But a 
recent poll shows that 80% of the Upper 
School considered the rule ridiculous, 
12% were indifferent, and 0% were of-
fended (8% said give the same liberties/ 
impose the same rules to both sexes to 
avoid double standards, but that deserves 
a whole article of its own.) At a progres-

sive school that apparently values student 
input, we are witnessing some very unset-
tling behavior. 

This decision only has negative con-
sequences. A blanket decision made by 
administrators without the consultation 
of coaches, even though it falls under the 
coaches’ jurisdiction, is, frankly, aggravat-
ing and disrespectful.

We would like to end with a request. It 
has been alleged that one of the reasons 
behind the decision is that certain indi-
viduals were uncomfortable or offended 
by our harmless practice. It is okay to 
be offended, but heed the words of the 
golden rule: do unto others as you would 
have them do to you. The administration 
expects us to consider the impact that our 
actions have on others; the least we expect 
of them is the same.

by Bryan May ‘14  and 
Jared Slutkin ‘14

Boys’ Cross Country should run shirtless

photo by B. Knobloch ‘14 

If you were to walk through 
the hallways, you would see a va-
riety of different soccer jerseys-
-a change from years past.  With 
the U.S. national soccer team’s 
recent World Cup qualification 
and the success of Park soccer 
teams, both male and female, the 
student body has become more 
interested and curious about soc-
cer.     

With St. Paul’s moving up to 
the A conference, this marks a 
year in which Park has a great 
shot at going far into the play-
offs, and maybe even bringing 
home a championship. And one 

cannot forget that the success 
of Girls’ Varsity Soccer in re-
cent years, with last year’s team 
making it to the championships. 
Our soccer teams are looking 
pretty strong. 

While several years ago it 
would have been hard to say 
the same about the U.S. Men’s 
National Team (USMNT), the 
Americans have had a sparkling 
run of form throughout the sum-
mer. The USMNT, led by popu-
lar manager Jürgen Klinsmann, 
beat fierce rivals Mexico 2-0 on 
September 10 to cement their 
qualifying for next summer’s 
World Cup in Brazil. Goals 
from upstart striker Eddie John-
son and legendary midfielder 

Interest in soccer surges among student athletes
by Bennett Abrams ’17 

in Europe. 
As a soccer fan myself, I am 

delighted to see students with 
such new and revived interest 

Landon Donovan of the U.S. celebrates after scoring against 
Mexico during 2014 World Cup Qualifying on September 10, 
2013.

Kyle Robertson/Columbus Dispatch/MCT

Landon Donovan sealed a win 
from the U.S. 

By the same token, student 
interest in the game has lagged 
in years past but with the recent 
qualification, interest has surged. 
There are a lot of reasons why 
students should take a look at 
soccer before adopting the tra-
ditional American perspective 
and passing it off as a boring or 
dumb game. 

While it may not seem like it 
from our point of view, soccer 
is the most popular sport in the 
world and is a game of teamwork 
and tactics over pure talent or 
skill. It also has the benefit of be-
ing a year-round sport and almost 
never taking a break, especially 

in the sport. I can’t wait to see 
how both our school and national 
teams fare over the next several 
months.   

Boys’ Cross Country team members begrudgingly don shirts. A new policy forces teams to cover up on campus.
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Wetz Up?

by Zach Wetzler ‘14

Who’s next? Who’s the next Air 
Jordan? Who’s the next Lawrence 
Taylor? As sports fans, we are con-
stantly asking each other about the 
future. ESPN even devotes an en-
tire magazine towards who’s next. 
We wonder which young stars will 
blossom into our next legends, some-
times before they even show us pro-
fessional success. Andrew Luck was 
the next Elway while he was still at 

Stanford. LeBron, in the minds of some, had already inherited 
MJ’s throne long before he had ever left high school in Akron.

 Although the hype is intriguing, by setting such lofty goals 
and expectations, we never even give these players a chance. 
How could anyone ever live up to this hype? We wait for them to 
make their next great play, yet nothing is truly ever good enough, 
and excellence goes unnoticed while we wait for perfection. 

If you were to search “Christian Laettner” on Google© what 
would be one of the first items to come up on the results page? 
Of course… it’s his shot in the 1992 NCCA Finals. It was a 
remarkable play, in spite of his “devil affiliation.”  Now, if the 
talk was not already electric enough surrounding Laettener, this 
definitely was the moment that sealed his fate. What would he 
do after he left Duke?   He would be a star in the NBA of course, 
playing off his villain persona to enamor the fans and shine 
his way towards championships. Laettner never attained these 
accomplishments, as he bounced around from team to team. 

Matt Brown, of the USA Today, had this to say about a more 
recent jaw dropping play made by South Carolina superstar 
Jadaveon Clowney: “The worst thing that ever happened to 
Jadeveon Clowney’s football reputation was The Hit.” The hit 
being talked about here was his famous play in this past year’s 
Outback Bowl—it was even called “the perfect play” by some 
analysts. 

I completely agree with Brown’s premise that this play will 
hurt him. Fans will always expect perfection, on every down, 
every game. Not even young superstars can live up to these 
incredible expectations.

So next time you watch a game, don’t call Manny Machado 
the next Brooks Robinson, don’t call Arthur Brown the next Ray 
Lewis and don’t call LeBron James the next Michael Jordan. 
Give them some time. These are expectations that these players 
truly can’t live up to every time they step out onto the field. 

Clark ’06 promoted 
by Idris Mitchell ’14 

South Carolina defensive end Jadeveon Clowney 
(7) throws his mouthpiece as he walks off the 
field September 7, 2013. 

Gerry Melendez/The State/MCT

After performing a variety of functions for the past two years, Dia Clark ’06 now serves as 
Assistant Athletic Director.

photo by K. Kouwenhoven ’15

When Dia Clark ’06 walked 
across the stage at graduation, 
he had no way of knowing that 
he would be back on campus so 
soon.  While a student, his com-
petitive spirit manifested itself 
not only in his studies, but also 
on the sports field; he amassed 
two championships, one basket-
ball and one lacrosse, and numer-
ous all-conference selections.  
Clark then attended Temple 
University, where he graduated 
with a B.S. in sport and athletic 
management. 

Entering college, Clark ini-
tially had his heart set on work-
ing in the professional sports 
world.  But after an internship 
with LaSalle University, he 
shifted towards the collegiate 
sports environment.  There, he 
felt a larger sense of community, 
which contradicted earlier expe-
rience with professional teams, 
who “only focused on the bot-
tom line—making money,” as 
opposed to the family-like at-
mosphere of college athletics, 
which “aligned more with [his] 
personal beliefs by focusing on 
building an athlete’s character,” 
Clark said. 

Shortly after graduating col-
lege, Clark was offered a multi-
faceted position at Park, which 
included working with Black 
Male Forum, helping out with 
recess, and serving as a mentor 
and coach to various school ath-

letic teams. He accepted the job 
and became a faculty member in 
the summer of 2011. 

“My heart really just knew it 
was a great place to be,” he said. 
“Truthfully, I was excited at the 
face value prospect, but didn’t 
think it would be as rewarding 
as it was.”  

But after two years of what he 
described as “faithfully complet-
ing [his] duties,” he came to a 
crossroads in his journey. Clark 
had been commuting each day 
from his home in Washington 
D.C. Driving back and forth 
presented obvious challenges 
and he began to contemplate 
“how long was too long before 
the next step,” said Clark who, 
as a competitor, is always look-
ing forwards. During this period 
he began a series of honest con-
versations with the school about 
his career. 

Thankfully, the administration 
made the decision to persuade 
Clark to stay on board by craft-
ing a completely new position for 
him. This year, Clark’s title is As-
sistant Athletic Director, encom-
passing what Clark envisioned 
himself doing in the years that 
followed college.

While you still might find him 
on the recess playground from 
time to time, he now has other 
responsibilities. He continues to 
maintain contact with students of 
various ages, solidifying himself 
as a valuable liaison between all 
divisions. 

The nature of Clark’s new 
position is ever expanding be-
cause it’s hard for Co-Athletic 
Directors Robin Cardin-Lowe 
and Ridge Diven to simply hand 
him a sheet of tasks to complete.

Instead, they have incorporat-
ed him into the entire process of 
running an athletic department, 
allowing him to dive in by sitting 
in on meetings and learning how 
certain situations can be handled.

 Already having planned 
many Middle School sports 
schedules in just a few months, 
Clark feels that “it’s amazing the 
way I have grown. I’m busy, yes, 
but it’s a good busy — a reward-
ing one. I am motivated because 
the knowledge I’ve spent the last 
six years learning is applicable.”

“Dia is all about Park,” Diven 
said. “We have somebody around 
whose life has been Park and all 
they do is care about Park. And 
that’s always a plus.” 

Clark’s freshman photo in 
the 2003 Brownie.

Great expectations


