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THE POSTSCRIPT
Porcarelli named U.S. Principal

Susan Weintraub bids goodbye

The results are in from the Independent 
School Health Check (ISHC) survey. The sur-
vey, completed by students in grades 7 through 
12 this October, asked questions about student 
health and lifestyle, with slight variations be-
tween the Middle and Upper School surveys. 
This is the first time Park has worked with the 
ISHC, which was contracted with Indiana State 
University for data interpretation.

In past years, students have taken the Student 
Attitudes and Behavior Survey (SABS) created 
by the Massachusetts based company, Freedom 
from Chemical Dependency. This year, Head 
of School Dan Paradis approached Director 
of Middle and Upper School Counseling and 
Wellness Krista Dhruv and Counselor Evan 
Velleman about finding a more comprehensive 
survey to collect data on trends among students. 
The ISHC survey was chosen because it covers 
a broader range of topics than the SABS, which 
focuses on substance use.

“We can surmise some information from the 
larger culture and from more anecdotal informa-
tion, but I think getting a more comprehensive 
understanding of where students are… can only 
make our efforts more effective,” Paradis said.

Velleman agreed. “Any school counseling 
program needs to be data-informed,” he said. 
“There are some specific times when what our 
assumptions are about the community are not 
necessarily what people’s lived experiences are, 
and this is one of those ways to really figure 
that out.”

The data analysis that the school received 
includes both Park students’ responses as well 
as comparisons to national averages from in-
dependent schools. Question responses were 
compiled to make five composite scores: Mo-
tivation, School Connectedness, Parental En-
gagement, Drinking, and Academic Pressure.

According to Velleman and Dhruv, Park 
students had better-than-average responses. “I 
think we were pleased there’s a lot of really 
healthy things going on, mostly around the fact 
that our students feel valued and feel safe at this 
school most of the time,” Dhruv said.

Many of the cumulative scores in the Upper 
School survey, in particular, showed positive 
results. For School Connectedness, which mea-
sured whether students felt safe and included 
in the culture of the school, the percentage of 
Park students who reported high levels was 12.3 
percent more than the national norm. 

The number of Park students who participate 
in underage drinking was consistently below 
national averages for same-aged peers.

The data reveals that nearly all students 
felt our school rules were fair (96 percent), 
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by RACHEL MILLER ’19

Arenal Haut ’20 reports on the Peter 
Baida ’68 Writer-in-Residence day 
spent with poet Safia Elhillo.

Alina Glass ’22 and Leah Pickus ’22 re-
view the complex staging of The Lara-
mie Project. 

Ollie Thakar ’19 critiques the merits of 
interdisciplinary studies.

Jacob Peres ’21 reports on a first win 
for the Varsity Baseball team against 
Saint John’s. 
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“Susan is nobody’s fool. She’s a tireless 
worker, a sage, and an elf,” says fellow 
librarian Laura Schlitz.

by CICI OSIAS ’19
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After a four-month-long process involving 
approximately 80 total applications, Head of 
School Dan Paradis selected Patricia Porcarelli 
(known as Patti) to be Upper School Principal. 
She will assume the role of principal July 1, 
following the departure of current principal 
Nancy Dickson.

Four finalists were selected by a principal 
search committee, which was comprised of six 
Upper School teachers, one member of the ad-
missions department, Paradis, and chaired by 
Associate Head of School Priscilla Morales. “It 
was an interesting process and an opportunity to 
learn more about the insides of the school and to 
collaborate deeply with my colleagues,” Leela 
Chantrelle, Upper School English teacher and 
committee member, said. 

The committee’s main criteria were “an em-
phasis on DEI [Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion] 
work… a deep understanding of progressivism, 
and a desire to lead collaboratively,” Chantrelle 
said.

Finalists spent two days at the school, in-
cluding meetings, visits to classes, and presenta-
tions to students, faculty, and parents.

The student search committee was made 
up of 12 students from all four grades. They 
interviewed candidates and submitted their 
feedback, as well as which candidate their fi-

After 31 years, Susan Weintraub, Direc-
tor of Library Services, Upper School English 
teacher, and Postscript adviser, will retire in 
June. Weintraub, a Baltimore native, found Park 
while looking for a kindergarten for her son 
Steven ’00. She decided on Park because of her 
admiration for the philosophy of former Head 
of School Dr. F. Parvin Sharpless: “very few 
rules but many conversations.” David ’02 and 
Amy’04 followed Steven in successive years.

During Steven’s first school year, Weintraub 
heard of an opportunity to work in the library 
from kindergarten teacher Hillary Barry, who 
urged her to apply. The next fall, Weintraub 
started as the Coordinator for Library Services 
after long-time librarian Louise Rowles retired. 
Prior to Park, Weintraub worked for the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, gather-
ing information for overseas aid projects.

Rachelle Work, former English teacher and 
Postscript adviser for over two decades, asked 
Weintraub to help with the paper in the late 
1990s, but it wasn’t until 2004 that Weintraub 
became sole adviser. 

Working on the Postscript came naturally to 
the two-time co-editor-in-chief, both of Western 
High School’s Campus Crier and Franklin and 
Marshall’s The College Reporter (a role she 
shared with her now-husband, Marty Wein-
traub). 

“Postscript is one of the most fun and 
satisfying things I have ever been involved 
with,” said Weintraub, who has worked with 

49 editors-in-chief and several hundred staff 
members. 

Weintraub’s first issue was a special issue on 
drug use at Park. “It was very scary,” she said. 
“We were writing publicly about what was re-
ally going on at school, including a theft ring, 
drug use, and resulting disciplinary actions.”

In the library, Weintraub has served as the 
primary administrator from the start of her ten-
ure in Sept. 1988, planning budgets, managing 

the collections, and undertaking large projects, 
such as the 2005-06 renovation of both librar-
ies, which saw the library staff engaged in the 
process of working with architects, builders, 
and designers to re-envision the 9,100 square 
foot space. 

Weintraub implemented a complicated plan 
to ensure that both libraries stayed open and 
fully functioning while the facility underwent 
a complete gut renovation that didn’t begin un-
til November, 2005. “I’m very proud of that 
accomplishment,” Weintraub said. “It was a 
tremendous amount of work.” 

Weintraub also created the Upper School’s 
only courses on journalism, using curricula that 
she developed in 2007. “I thought that someone 
in the English department should be teaching 
journalism, but it wasn’t something anyone 
wanted to do,” Weintraub said. 

She met with Mike McGill, the Upper 
School principal at the time, who suggested 
that Weintraub herself, with her background in 
journalism and her enthusiasm for working with 
students, would be a good fit to teach English 
10: Writing about Now. Her course The Times 
followed two years later. 

Weintraub also helped shape the school’s 
network and use of technology as the Director 
of Library Services and Information Technol-
ogy from 1995 until 2018. Prior to stepping into 
the official role, Weintraub was coordinating 
technology school-wide in various capacities. 

“It was my intention to computerize library 

nal recommendation for principal. “I wanted to 
be on the student committee because I wanted 
there to be a black male presence within the 
group of students chosen,” committee member 
Delayn Partlow ’20 said.

As a candidate, Porcarelli emphasized the 
importance of interdisciplinary studies. She de-
cided to run for principal because of “my love 
for the school, my respect for the faculty, [and] 
my keen interest in students…It is precisely 
for the care of the students, and the academic 
direction of the school,” she said.  

Porcarelli has a long history at Park School. 
She has taught Upper School English for 21 
years, chaired the English department for more 
than 10 years, served as a class adviser for the 
classes of 2003, 2007, and 2013, and has been 
Upper School Faculty Coordinator since 2014, 
after having created the role. She was interim 
Dean of Students for one year in 2014-15.

Before working at Park, Porcarelli taught 
middle school at Andrew Jackson Humanities 
and International Studies program in Prince 
George’s County, and taught at University of 
Maryland, College Park. 

Porcarelli’s two children, Francesco and 
Sofia, both attended Park, graduating in 2014 
and 2016, respectively. “Park helped to raise 
my kids, and what I already knew as a faculty 
member, I could see as a parent: the brilliant 
teachers, the care, the individualized attention, 

the thoughtfulness that goes into each class,” 
Porcarelli said. 

Porcarelli is excited to take on this new lead-
ership role, and she’s especially excited for the 
collaboration with faculty, parents, and students 
that being principal will entail.“We are made 
by the people around us. That’s so true for a 
school. Who are we? Who are we making here? 
And how can we do it together?” Porcarelli said. 

Patti Porcarelli has worked at Park since 
1997. Her new job begins in July.



Editorial The PosTscriPT 2MAy 15, 2019//

                       

POLICIES
WE WELCOME LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, UNSOLICITED OP-ED PIECES, AND OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS.  PLEASE SEND 

WORK TO POSTSCRIPT@PARKSCHOOL.NET. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR LANGUAGE AND 

LENGTH.  SUBMISSIONS ARE PUBLISHED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE EDITORS.

School PoPulAtion: StudentS—829; eMPloyeeS—210
diStributed to MAilboxeS of uPPer School StudentS And eMPloyeeS, 

And lower And Middle School StudentS by fAculty requeSt
MAiled to current PArentS by letter Perfect

coPieS Printed—1400
MeMber of the coluMbiA ScholAStic PreSS ASSn

The Postscript is a wholly extracurricular publication of the Upper School committed to 
publishing truthful, objective, and high-quality content that informs the broader community. Our 
purpose is to hold the school and the administration accountable, and if we make an error, we 
ask you to hold us accountable, too. We encourage all members of the community to contribute 
to the paper by writing letters to the editor.

The Postscript
The PArk School of BAltiMore

2425 Old Court RoAd,  BAltiMore, MD  21208 
Tel. 410-339-7070

PArkPoStScriPt.coM
MAy 15, 2019

VoluMe 76 ISSue No. 7

News 
BellA PAluMbi

BrAnch SeidenMAn

LizA Sheehy, ASSt.

 
Features

IAn Greenberg

Lucy DeMSky, ASSt.

TAliA Kolodkin, ASSt.

CommEntary

Anton ShtArkMAn

EthAn Adler, ASSt.

Addie FleMing, ASSt.
 

Cartoons
Addy clAybour 

ben cohn

AnTon shTArkmAn

Faculty Advisers
Jon M. AcheSon

PAtriciA F. PorcArelli

SuSAn G. WeintrAub

 

Arts and Culture 
  ben cohn

dAryA ZArfeshAn, AssT.

Sports
CAllie KroSin

JAcob PereS

Quinn SeidenMAn

Photography
 Sonee GoleS

  Seth HudeS

Editors-in-Chief
RAchel Miller, Cici OSiAS, ZAchAry Stern

As Park students, we know a lot about hav-
ing freedom; but most of us also know the feel-
ing of being completely overcommitted and 
overextended. And because many of us are so 
busy filling our days with activities and commit-
ments, we do not prioritize being in the present 
moment and taking time for ourselves. 

It is important that we are not consumed 
by our schedules, and that we say no to com-
mitments in order to make space for our own 
personal enjoyment.

Our school offers a multitude of activities 
for students to take part in, and if an activity 
does not already exist, students are encour-
aged to make it happen themselves; there is 
something to please everyone here. Students are 
also graced with two free periods a day, every 
day of the week. With so much free time and 
so many activities with which to fill it, it’s not 
shocking that a lot of students find themselves 
pulled in many different directions by a variety 
of interests. 

Another contributing factor to this sense of 
busyness many of us face is a cultural expecta-
tion of having a full schedule, an expectation 
that begins when we are mere preschoolers. A 
December study about today’s common par-
enting behaviors, cited in the New York Times, 
states that “parents are expected to enroll chil-
dren in extracurricular activities, participate in 
children’s play at home, elicit their thoughts 
and feelings, reason with children, [and] ask 
questions and encourage children to express 
their opinions.” Parents, according to this study, 
believe that they should make sure their child 
has a full schedule, and otherwise be constantly 
engaging with their children in some way dur-
ing any spare time. 

While I think it is great that children are 
able to explore a variety of hobbies at such a 
young age and that parents are supporting them, 
I think that the cultural expectation of constant 
entertainment is harmful and unhealthy. 

This expectation follows their children 
throughout their school lives, and manifests 
particularly during the late high school years, 
as the ever-present pressure of college begins 
to loom in kids’ minds. 

Although no one is forcing high school stu-
dents to take on a load of extracurriculars, it 

is evident that colleges value seeing students 
who are engaged in endeavors outside of the 
classroom. “There’s the more well-known, 
more traditional approach where schools will 
ask you for your extracurriculars and they use 
those as a way to make you more than just your 
transcript and your test scores,” Co-Director of 
College Counseling Matthew Hannibal said. 

“Many schools, especially those who talk 
about giving a holistic read, are looking to see 
what you’ve done beyond your transcript, what 
you’ve done to supplement work you’ve done 
on your transcript,” Hannibal said.

While, ideally, extracurricular activities 
should be done for the self, many students 
would agree that what would ‘look good for 
colleges’ plays a role in which activities they 
decide to participate in, how many, and to what 
degree of involvement.  

As a result of this pursuit for extracurricular 
involvement, students sacrifice other important 
parts of their life such as “sleep, sanity, [and] 
being able to be rested so that the things that you 
are doing you’re able to do well,” Hannibal said. 

Like senior Lexi Mantilla, I have felt my life 
evolve into just chunks of scheduled time. “I 
constantly feel like I’m having to schedule ev-
erything. Even the time I spend with my friends 
is scheduled… even spending time with my 
friends is a ‘meeting,’” she said. 

Our culture focuses a lot on staying occu-
pied, but fails to place as much importance on 
taking time for the self, for things like “being 
able to feel like you have enough time in your 
day to eat a meal,” as Matt Hannibal says.

Feeling like you have enough time in your 
day to have conversations that are meaning-
ful; that aren’t focused on a specific thing that 
you’re trying to accomplish; that aren’t within 
the context of the something that you’re doing. 
Having a genuine, honest conversation for the 
sake of the conversation is a healthy thing,” 
Hannibal said.

As a result of this 21st century culture of 
parenting and constant busyness, I believe that 
we have lost the value of unscheduled time, 
and taking time to ourselves. It is important to 
recognize when we are overcommitted, and to 
be able say ‘no’ to things we feel obligated to 
do in order to prioritize our personal needs. It 
is okay to take time to just do nothing, and to 
simply be present with those around you.

Sleep, sanity, and extracurriculars:
finding the strength to say ‘no’

by CICI OSIAS ’19

For all the critiques this editorial section 
has offered over the course of the 76th vol-
ume of the Postscript, it feels wrong to end 
on any note but one of gratitude. 

We are grateful for you, our readers and 
contributors, for your active effort in mak-
ing this paper a venue for all perspectives. 

Last June, our editorial staff began our 
tenure with the goal of making the Post-
script a forum for all voices in the com-
munity, not just those of the usual cast of 
writers on our staff. 

This year, alumni and parents have sub-
mitted letters to the editor while students 
and teachers have come to us with perspec-
tives they want to share. Without that invest-
ment from you, the Postscript would lack 
the diverse ensemble of voices that make 
it such a unique and important high school 
newspaper. 

We are also extremely grateful for the 
administration. Few schools allow an inde-
pendent and uncensored press to exist, but 
the Park administration takes it one step fur-
ther by supporting our pursuits by answering 
our questions; allowing for our funding; and 
engaging in dialogues with us, both on and 
off the page. 

The administration is committed to pro-
gressive education even when it’s at their 
own expense. Their tolerance (and, often, 
encouragement) of even our harshest cri-
tiques is what allows the Postscript to be a 
platform for all opinions and a catalyst for 
conversation. 

We are grateful, too, for our staff of edi-

tors, who have been reliable, hardworking, 
and great company in the publications of-
fice. 

Following this issue, Talia Kolodkin ’20, 
Bella Palumbi ’20, and Anton Shtarkman 
’20 will begin their tenure as editors-in-
chief. We are confident that along with fac-
ulty adviser Jon Acheson, they will produce 
an excellent newspaper, but they are in the 
not-so-enviable position of doing so without 
the guidance of long-time faculty adviser 
and Postscript superhero Susan Weintraub. 

That is, after all, what we’re most thank-
ful for: having had the opportunity to work 
so closely with Susan in her final year at 
Park. We know that Susan does not like the 
spotlight, but it would be an injustice not to 
express just how appreciative we are of her 
mentorship and friendship. In other words, 
Suze, we’re praising you. 

Deal with it. 
There is no combination of words that 

can adequately describe Susan’s impact on 
the Postscript over the last 15 years. She 
would never take this much credit, but there 
is no doubt that it is her commitment to high 
journalistic standards that has transformed 
the paper into a model of professionalism. 

As an adviser, Susan is hands-off but 
always available; she offers but does not 
impose her opinions; she is quick-witted, 
direct, outspoken, and caring. 

Susan, we wish you the best in retire-
ment and are unbelievably grateful we could 
spend this year with you.

 

Parting words: in praise of others
Especially our friend and mentor ‘Suze’

cartoon by Ben Cohn ’19
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As the end of the year approaches, the Upper 
School is preparing to say some goodbyes. Ar-
cher Davis is one of these sad goodbyes, as she 
will be moving on from Park next school year. 

Davis has been teaching for 10 years total;.
For the last three years, she has taught mostly 
Spanish, but in her first year picked up an Eng-
lish section when that became available in the 
absence of veteran teacher Howard Berkowitz. 

Davis enjoyed the freedom granted to teach-
ers. “Rather than trying to communicate very 
concise chunks of grammar, [I found that] being 
able to choose topics that I find interesting like 
cultural themes has been a fantastic new way 

to look at education.” 
Drawn to Park because of the students, Da-

vis recalls her interview day at school. Students  
were  “vibrant and inquisitive,” she said. She 
has also been able to see that willingness to 
learn and participate in her classes throughout 
the years. 

Davis believes many her students have 
found confidence in the language and hopes 
that they leave the class feeling like Spanish 
is exciting and fun. “We do a lot of games and 
she just makes the class fun” said her current 
student Darryl France ’22. 

Davis has had success in helping students 
as an adviser, too. Gefen Nusinov ’21 had a 
phenomenal experience as her advisee. “For 
my sophomore year, I switched into Archer’s 
advisory because she was such an inspiration 
to me and brought joy regularly to my day,” 
Nusinov said. 

While Davis isn’t fully sure of what she will 
be doing next year, she has a lot she’s looking 
forward to accomplishing in the years to come. 

“I haven’t evaluated what I want out of life 
since I was in high school myself” Davis said.

She hopes that in the fall she will be able to 
take a step back and think about her goals and 
strengths. David hopes to find a career path that 
will help her express her interests, which may 
mean teaching again at some point. 

However, Davis would like to try her hand 
at learning new skills and she would encourage 
her students to do the same. 

Spanish teacher Archer Davis says ‘adios’
by PENNY CELTNIEKS ’22

Archer Davis grew up in Southern 
California and teaches Spanish.

compared to the national average of 85 per-
cent. Also above the national average was the 
percentage of students who felt comfortable 
discussing their gender identity and sexual ori-
entation with peers, parents, and faculty. Fifty 
percent of Park students felt happy with how 
much they weighed, compared to only 40 per-
cent nationally.

In addition to these statistics, there were a 
few surprising results. Responding to the state-
ment, “I have someone I can talk to about my 
life,” 81 percent Park of students said they could 
talk to their mother, while only 54 percent said 
their father (students could list multiple people).

In the cumulative score for motivation, an 
average of 22 percent of Park students were 
primarily intrinsically motivated, compared to a 
very similar national average of 21.9 percent. “I 
would think that we would have more intrinsi-
cally motivated students here,” Velleman said. 
“The progressive thing is unleashing one’s natu-
ral desire to learn, but we end up with almost 
identically motivated students.” 

“It raises a lot of good questions to ask of 
ourselves,” Paradis said. “Are we doing things 
that actually might inadvertently dampen stu-
dents’ intrinsic motivations?” 

Although the majority of results were posi-
tive, there is still progress to be made. Based 
on the cumulative score, around 90 percent of 
students felt either high or extreme levels of 
academic pressure, which was similar to na-
tional averages.

“High levels of academic pressure can be 
very distressing for students,” Velleman said. 
This statistic has led to faculty discussions. 

“How do we really achieve a balance that 
is healthy for the majority of our students?” 
Paradis asked.

Getting students to talk about dangerous 
thoughts appears to need more work. “About 
half of the students who planned to self-harm 
talked to no one about it,” Dhruv said. “We’re 
looking for ways to bring that number to zero.”

“What that suggests to me is that we consid-
er our programming and our efforts to reach stu-
dents and to make sure that they feel as though 
they can look for help,” Paradis said. 

In addition, Dhruv and Velleman are think-
ing about peer-to-peer support and strengthen-
ing the parent programming.

The results of the ISHC survey sparked many 
conversations about the lives of Park students, 
which was the aim of the survey. This summer, 
Dhruv and Velleman will both be thinking about 
which results to release, to whom, and how. All 
community members are invited to talk to either 
counselor about the results.

“It might not be the most comfortable thing 
to do, to share this information, but ultimately, 
from our perspective, it comes from a place of 
real care and concern,” Paradis said.

Dhruv, Velleman, and Paradis all expressed 
thanks to students for taking the time to com-
plete the survey. “As we continue to identify 
areas of need and more resources, having the 
student voice is so incredibly important and we 
really appreciate that input,” Dhruv said.

Survey yields portrait of student health
Mental Health from pg. 1

by ARENAL HAUT ’20
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Sudanese-American poet Safia Elhillo explores complexity of identity

Photo courtesy Seth Hudes ’20

Elhillo read from her book, The January Children. The title is a reference to “ a gen-
eration born in Sudan under British occupation...all given the birth date January 1.” 
Elhillo won the Sillerman First Book Prize for African Poets for her volume.

On Wednesday, April 17, Safia Elhillo, the 
2019 Peter Baida ’68 Writer-in-Residence, 
finally arrived. Originally, Elhillo’s visit was 
scheduled for mid-January, but due to snow, 
the poet was postponed. Speaking at assembly, 
holding workshops, and sharing lunch with stu-
dents, Elhillo was impressive. She began the 
day with a revealing recitation of her work from 
her first book, The January Children.

During her visit, Elhillo’s background in 
spoken word poetry became clear. “A poem 
doesn’t have life exclusively on the page. It 
also has a life out loud,” Elhillo said. She began 
the assembly with her poem “vocabulary,” then 
continued with “origin stories,” “how to say,” 
“alternate ending,” and many more. 

In answer to a question, Elhillo commented 
that “a poem is where language and music con-
nect.” Elhillo’s approach to the assembly was a 
vivid demonstration of that spoken-word idea.

After reading, Gabby Harris ’20, Olivia Phil-
lips ’20, and Samantha Saunders ’21, joined 
Elhillo on stage for an interview. 

“I felt really inspired and found Safia to be 
someone I could aspire to be, like a new role 
model. Being a young woman of color who is 
successful in a field of their passion is truly in-
credible for me and others to see. I found her so 
eloquent, genuine, and just such a cool person,” 
Saunders said.

Elhillo didn’t just affect those on stage. “It’s 
powerful to have this amazing black female 
poet coming and talking about the ways that 
she’s struggled within her own identity and 
[how she has currently] reconciled that,” Eng-
lish teacher Leela Chantrelle said. 

Bella Johnson ’20 agreed. “I felt emotionally 
impacted by her presence in our theater being 
a half black female writer. I mean, I know that 
brown girls write and I know that black girls 
write, but I think there is a sense of recognition 
when you read a poem or you hear someone 
speak about their work or read prose that puts 
into words this feeling you haven’t been able 
to vocalize,” Johnson said.

During the day, Elhillo emphasized the 
freedom of poetry. “If anyone is looking for 
permission, I hope I am giving it. I hope that the 
takeaway people get from my work is that you 
can really do whatever you want in a poem…
You can write a poem about anything. You can 
do whatever you want. You can speak more 
than one language in a poem. You can not use 
punctuation or capital letters in a poem. You can 
do whatever you want,” Elhillo said. 

“So hopefully, my work can give someone 
else the permission to also be strange,” she said. 

Students really took this message to heart. 
Johnson described it as “[Elhillo] giving me 
permission.”

Many faculty, were deeply impressed by 
Elhillo’s visit. Kirk Wulf, English teacher, also 
enjoys Elhillo’s poetry. “I love her poems on 
the page because they seem to suggest a kind 
of dialogue or a layered story. It seems like she 

has these cool structural ways of dealing with 
the nature of story, perspective, and bias,” Wulf 
said. 

During her visit, Elhillo 
talked about the visuals of po-
etry. “The sazura, that gap in 
the line, is my favorite party 
trick,” she said. 

“[I use it as] a stop, like a 
soft version of punctuation,” 
she said. Elhillo has been ex-
perimenting with layout and 
visual appeal of her work since 
her first poem, a cat-shaped 
poem about cats she wrote in 
3rd grade.

  In the two workshops El-
hillo directed students to read 
aloud a selection of poems 
about loss, absence, and long-

ing, to list personal losses and feelings, and 
finally, to create a poem of their own. Elhillo 
kept largely silent and simply gave directions, 
but the result was powerful engagement from 
students. Saunders said she has previously 
“enjoyed reading poetry” in English classes, 
“but I never found a love for writing it. Once 
[Elhillo’s] visit concluded I really wanted to 
write poetry.”

Each year, the English department brain-
storms possible candidates for the Writer-in-
Residence. This year, English teachers Leela 
Chantrelle and Sarah Schwartz were instrumen-
tal in bringing the poet to campus. They wanted 
to bring a young African-American poet and 
began discussions with an agent representing a 
collection of young poets. “I’m really excited 
by this group....They’re all in connection with 
each other,” Schwartz said. 

When Elhillo’s name came up, Chantrelle 
was enthusiastic. “I’d been a fan for a few years, 
so I was like, we should do it,” Chantrelle said.

“I really appreciated her origin through spo-
ken word, and how that is a medium that is 
so accessible to high schoolers. And that she 
started writing spoken-word poetry in high 
school. And how was she going to bring that 
to Park and start a bigger conversation, too,” 
Chantrelle said.

These are the first lines of “vocabulary,” the poem with which 
Elhillo begins all her public readings. 

vocabulary

     fact:
     the arabic word ءاوه/hawa/means wind
     the arabic word ىوه/hawa/means love

     test: [multiple choice]
     abdelhalim said    you left me holding wind in my hands
  or
     abdelhalim said    you left me holding love in my hands

abdelhalim was left          empty
      or
abdelhalim was left          full ....
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After four months of closure due 
to water damage, the Athletic Center 
courts are open, with brand new floor 
designs. 

The damage, while inconvenient 
for the Athletic Program and teams, 
provided the opportunity to change 
the paint and wood finish on all three 
courts. The updated designs include 
both new and traditional elements, 
and the combination of the two was 
an important part of the process.  

In the center of the court, the 
original Bruin logo remains. Sur-
rounding the bear is the addition of 
the school’s athletic motto. “[The 
motto], ‘Mens Sana in Corpore Sano’  
has reemerged as such an important 
element on our athletic uniforms and 
in the culture of Park Athletics, it just 
felt right,” Director of Communica-
tions and Marketing Pete Hilsee said. 

Hilsee worked with the Athletic 
Leadership Team, comprised of Di-
rector of Athletics Girls’ Programs 
Robin Lowe ’84, Director of Athlet-
ics Boys’ Programs Dia Clark ’06 
and Athletic Trainer Dan Lopez, to 
create new designs. 

The biggest change is the color of 
the border that frames the L. Brooks 
Lakin Performance Court. Previously 
black, this border now uses the tradi-
tional Park School brown color. This 

by LIZA SHEEHY ’21

Reopened in April, the Ath-
letic center courts were im-
mediately in use again by 
students and outside groups.

ATHLETIC CENTER REOPENS

photo by Sonee Goles ’20

Each year the Johns Hopkins 
Center for Talented Youth awards the 
Friedel and Otto Eberspacher Award 
for Excellence in the Teaching of a 
Modern Western European Language 
to one teacher who inspires interest 
in world cultures and language. This 
year’s recipient was Upper School 
French teacher Sofia Park. 

Teachers from across 
the country are nominated 
for the award by students. 
Park, who has now taught 
in the Upper School for 
two years, was nominated 
by Maya Newman-Toker 
’21.

Forty eight teach-
ers were nominated this 
year, and each was asked 
to write an essay describ-
ing how they learned the 
language they taught. Park 
was notified that she had 
been nominated for the 
award over the summer, 
and the deadline for sub-
mission was January.

Park, who was born 
in France, and is a native 
French speaker, initially didn’t even 
think that she would qualify to win 
the award. She waited until the day of 
the deadline thinking that there was 
no point in writing the essay. 

Instead, at the very last minute, 
Park flipped the prompt and wrote 
about how she had to relearn French 
in order to teach it to students.

Sometime later, Park received 
a notification that she had won the 
award along with its $1,500 prize. 
“What I really liked about this award 
was that it came from a student. It 
wasn’t me seeking it out,” Park said. 

“I was at summer camp right af-
ter my freshman year and [Ms. Park] 
had made such a wonderful impres-
sion on me and taught me so much,” 
Newman-Toker said. “We all got a 

form to nominate a high school mod-
ern language teacher for this award 
and I just thought about what a fan-
tastic experience I had had with her 
that year.” 

Park puts an emphasis on activity 
in her classroom. Each class includes 
games, challenges, or movement that 
keeps her students out of their seats 
and actively engaged in class. 

“We know that Park’s 
modern language faculty 
do superlative work, and 
when one of our colleagues 
is recognized by an outside 
organization, it serves as 
further affirmation of the 
high standards that Sofia 
and her colleagues set for 
our program,” Head of 
School Dan Paradis said.

Park has taught in many 
different places across the 
U.S. and feels lucky to now 
be teaching in the Upper 
School. 

“Park is like my dream 
school. The way you see 
me teach, I’ve always 
taught like that everywhere 
I’ve been, except in other 
places they thought I was a 

little crazy, whereas here it’s totally 
normal,” Park said. 

“There’s nothing special about 
my classes, it’s just Park. I just feel 
at home.”

Sofia Park wins language teaching award
by ADDIE FLEMING ’21

NEWS IN BRIEF

Sofia Park came to Baltimore from teaching in Texas. 
She is a native speaker of French. The Eberspacher 
Award for Excellence comes with a $1,500 prize. 

photo courtesy Communications

Weintraub leaves fond legacies
GAMBLE LEAVES

Robert Gamble spent the year teaching 
three ninth grade history classes, but now 
says goodbye. Gamble will be teaching his-
tory full time up the road at Saint Paul’s 
School for Girls.

KINETIC SCULPTURE RACE

ROSENDAHL RETURNS 
FROM RENO

ROBOTICS ENJOYS 
STRONG SEASON

WEINTRAUB from pg. 1

change to the ‘Brown and White’ can 
also be seen in the recent adoption of  
new athletic team uniforms. 

Under the baskets of the Perfor-
mance Court, the end lines read “Park 
School” and the other side, “Brown 
and White.” The letters are knocked 
out of the brown court border to re-
veal the wood floor below, rather than 
being painted on top. Lastly, in the 
sideline border in front of the stands 
it reads, “Go Bruins!” and in front of 
the home team bench “Strive On!” 
was added. 

“We are taking pride in our colors 
and who we are as an Athletic Pro-
gram and school,” Lowe said. 

“With the [new] court, we worked 
hard to get with more modern times 
by marketing ourselves with logos 
and words, while continuing to show 
spirit and commitment to our values.”

photo by Seth Hudes ’20

Team 1719 and their robot Noo Noo 
found a lot of success this season. As one 
of the highest ranked teams during district 
qualifiers, they became alliance captains 
at multiple events for the first time in their 
13 year history, and qualified for district 
championships. In one memorable match 
at McDonogh, Noo Noo faced off alone 
against three opponents at once, and man-
aged to tie the match.

LAURA SCHLITZ, Librarian & Author  
answers questions about Susan Weintraub:

       What’s she like as ‘the boss’?

Nobody could be a better boss than Su-
san.  She has a very light touch;  I could al-
most forget that I have a boss, until I need 
something.  Then she turns up like a genii 
when you rub the lamp.  If I want to do some-
thing, she tells me to go ahead;  if I’m stuck 
with the computer, she leaves her own work-
-cheerfully--and cajoles my lost files out of 
thin air.  If I’m caught on the horns of a di-
lemma, she’s splendidly clear-headed.  Plus, 
I’ve always felt I could tell her the truth. 

      What will you miss about her?

I’ll miss the sense of trust I have in her, 
the feeling of comfort.  I’ll miss her clear 
head;  she’s always sees straight to the heart 
of the matter when I’m careening from side 
to side.  I’ll miss her intuition, her decisive-
ness.  I’ll miss her abiding kindness. I’ll miss 
the way she’s always reminding me--not by 
talking at me, but just by being herself--that 
it’s a privilege to work with what she calls 
‘these magnificent children.’

  What has been her impact on the library?

It’s impossible to adequately describe Su-
san’s impact on the library.  Susan is our li-
brary.  Yes, she was instrumental in designing 
it, soup to nuts;  she’s fought to keep the cof-
fee-klatches and cheeseburgers out of it;  she’s 
defended it against vandalism, technomania, 
cacophony, and petty regulations.  The library 
is as it is, because Susan understands the life 
of the mind, and the combination of freedom 
and discipline, tidiness and messiness, that is 
needed to explore it. 

functions, so I spent some time looking into 
that, and decided which software to use, bought 
the equipment, and arranged for conversion of 
the card system,” she said. In 1992, the library 
came online. She also added online research 
services, and worked to link the middle school 
writing lab to the library software. This was the 
beginning of the school’s network, which has 
expanded exponentially since.

 “Susan was responsible for bringing modern 
computers to Park,” IT Manager Julie Medalie 
’01 said. “She was responsible for every major 
advance in improving the infrastructure and 
availability of devices on campus. We didn’t 
always have the latest technology or the ‘next 
great thing.’ She was cautious about not wasting 
resources and instead focused on what teach-
ers and students actually used. We pilot, we 
test, we don’t waste resources. I’ve learned that 
from her.”

Medalie says that one of the great qualities 
Susan has is honesty. “She speaks up about is-
sues, IT and others, that are important to her. 
She can let you know she disagrees, let you 
know where she stands; she stands up for what 
she thinks is right.”

D’Andre Winder ’09, who works alongside 
Medalie in IT, and, as a student, was one of 
Susan’s advisees, reiterates the central role 
Weintraub has played. “She has us focused; 
we stay focused on teachers and students and 
learning because of Susan.”

Weintraub will remember her time at Park 
fondly.  Announcing her retirement, she wrote: 
“To me, there has never been a workplace bet-
ter than Park:  a foundational philosophy of 
true respect for children; brilliant, intellectual, 
caring colleagues and administrators past and 
present who have allowed me to be all of who I 
am; and the most wonderful, obnoxious, funny, 
smart, and beautiful bunch of kids to populate 
a school.”

In their human-powered, amphibious 
contraption traversing a 15 mile course 
throughout the city. Using the theme 
“Wheel-ality TV,” the team constructed 
a “Bachelorette” vehicle. Lance Rombro 
’19 powered the TV studio set into the 
water, while the DJ played “The Wedding 
March” by Felix Mendelssohn. The team 
came away with an award for Best Theme.

Matthew Rosendahl ’20 spent the first 
weekend in May competing at the Men’s 
Gymnastics Junior Olympics in Reno, Ne-
vada. Just qualifying for the national tour-
nament was quite an achievement. “It was 
really great to spend time with so many 
good athletes,” Rosendahl said. Of the six 
events men are required to perform, he did 
best on the floor exercises and vault. 

LIZZIE KANE ’18, Former Postscript Ed-
itor-in-Chief, on what it was like working 
with Weintraub:

Susan was an incredible mentor. She 
pushed me to write better and think deeper, 
while always maintaining her sarcasm. While 
there were times when I just wanted to finish 
revising my articles, Susan’s feedback and ed-
iting skills never failed to improve my pieces 
tremendously. Susan was the best “boss” I 
could ask for.

JULIA RUSSEL ’19, ‘The Times’ English 
Class student, on what it was like being 
taught by Weintraub:

   Susan’s friendly personality and great sense 
of humor are part of what made The Times 
such an entertaining and interesting last Eng-
lish elective.
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Tradi t ional 
in-the-classroom 
education works. 
We need not be 
innovative to be 
effective. More-
over, tried-and-
true methods of 
teaching such as 
the Socratic-style 
seminars and 
lectures, seen so 

commonly at Park, perform really well. 
Yet, one proposed “Interdisciplinary” Fac-

ulty and Curricular Advancement (FACA) pro-
gram formed by teachers suggests the school 
introduce educational innovation, and proposes 
three main ideas for curricular change.

In one idea from this FACA, students would 
discuss issues relating to many disciplines, per-
form research in an inter-session mid-year, then 
debrief. 

Another idea, called the “blow-it-up 
Wednesday”, would make Wednesday after-
noons available for work in Baltimore City. 

A third idea, the city/county term, would 
entail a semester off-campus, instead learning 
immersed in either an urban setting (Baltimore) 
or a rural one (Baltimore County.) 

The FACA last summer proposing these 
possibilities will run again for two weeks this 
summer involving more teachers. While these 
FACA ideas appear attractive, they are in fact 
dangerous: any of these innovations would 
compromise depth of education, would make 
it harder for students to pursue their academic 
passions, and may not work.

Each innovation removes time from aca-
demic classes, reducing the amount that stu-
dents learn in the classroom. 

Peter Luljak ’19 said that, “One of the hard-
est parts of planning these educational innova-
tions is you need to get the students there and 
back. The amount of time it takes to do that is 
frankly too much.”

Learning about a topic in depth possesses 
an intrinsic value, which the FACA must have 

recognized when they proposed an entire se-
mester in a city or county. 

Implementing any of the ideas they sug-
gested, however, would sacrifice learning six 
subjects sufficiently deep in favor of either less 
depth, in the case of interdisciplinary research or 
blow-it-up Wednesdays, or little-to-no breadth, 
in the case of the city/county term. 

This lowers the standards of education. Our 
school’s curriculum allows students to discover 
their passions and study them further. In senior 
year, fall classes are electives, allowing students 
to take more classes they enjoy, or even enroll 
in classes at nearby Johns Hopkins University. 
That way, students can focus on learning topics 
they love. 

These educational innovations would make 
this more difficult; each of the three main pro-
posed by the “Interdisciplinary” FACA con-
forms the curriculum to become more relevant 
to Baltimore, leaving less room for students 
interested in topics like physics—which favor 
classroom work—to study their passions. 

In this way, educational innovations counter 
the cultivation of a love of learning. Innova-
tion, by its very nature, is untested; there exist 
no assessments to predict whether a particular 
innovation can be efficacious. 

We can test some innovations, such as 

blow-it-up Wednesdays, a posteriori, by try-
ing a singular blow-it-up Wednesday and then 
debriefing. The scheduling committee tested 
community lunches and late start days like this. 

However, with the city/county term, an em-
pirical test would be nearly impossible, because 
it would have to test the effectiveness of immer-
sion over a long period of time.

According to Patti Porcarelli, English de-
partment chair who chaired the 2018 “Interdis-
ciplinary” FACA, there is precedent for a city 
term elsewhere. However, there is no precedent 
for integrating this into a Park curriculum, let 
alone managing the logistics of teaching on- and 
off-campus. 

Furthermore, students who take a city/
county term might fall behind in subjects which 
would be minimally covered in that term, such 
as certain foreign languages. 

Thus, there is no guarantee that it would 
prove a valuable learning experience, let alone 
a guarantee that it would not set a student be-
hind. It is irresponsible to allow the option for 
students to take a semester which might not 
prove effective.

There is, however, an appeal to innovation: 
it is new, creative, and could be valuable. If we 
do not innovate at all, then we cannot improve. 
Rather, we must—in the spirit of the scientific 

Interdisciplinary study is untested, sacrifices time and depth
by OLLIE THAKAR ’19 method—try new things. 

Ultimately, school curriculum and design 
will change over time, but it should do so by 
making sure to value effective education over 
innovative education.

Porcarelli cites another reason for erring 
on the side of innovation: “We must innovate 
for the sake of adapting to twenty-first century 
society.” 

This two-year FACA’s proposals in essence 
modifies lessons so that students can learn to 
relate to a wider diversity of people and have 
a greater chance of success. This form of in-
novation places the value of education on its 
application to social-emotional intelligence,  to 
real life: people and success, which can actually 
benefit students.  

Kendall Clark ’19 agrees. “I think that hav-
ing connections to Baltimore and connections 
to modern-day society can help make material 
more accessible,” Clark said. 

However, Park’s original philosophy states 
that “school activities become both ends in 
themselves and means toward more complex, 
more difficult ends.” 

These proposed novel instructional tech-
niques miss the notion of learning being an end 
in itself: learning for learning’s sake. 

The question of innovation is a question of 
values: does Park value educating students with 
sufficient depth and breadth, fostering a love of 
learning, and learning for learning’s sake, or do 
we value an education which sacrifices much of 
this in-school time to conform to our vicinity 
and present-day society? 

I can at least answer this question for myself. 
My greatest gains from Park have been a love 
of learning, an appreciation of learning as an 
end in and of itself, and a thorough study of a 
topic I really enjoy: mathematics. 

By the time I graduate, I will have taken 
13 semesters of math, more than triple the re-
quirement. 

Experiencing one passion so deeply in class-
rooms with committed classroom teachers has 
increased my love of learning; educational in-
novations, however well-intended, threaten this 
fundamental aspect of a Park education.

cartoon by Sam Cochran ’20

Ollie Thakar ’19

As I walk down the halls at my school, I 
see clusters of my peers all hunched over their 
phones. Absentmindedly scrolling through their 
Instagram feeds, sending blank pictures of the 
ceiling to people they barely know on Snapchat, 
and playing mindless video games that they will 
have forgotten about by the next day. Instead of 
looking up and saying something to their friend, 
they’ll send a text. 

Instead of taking advantage of the woods 
behind our school, or the numerous clubs that 
we can enjoy, many of my classmates choose 
to stay inside, sitting on their phones.

According to Common Sense Media, (a non-
profit media research organization founded in 
San Francisco in 2003 by concerned parents) 
teenagers spend an average of nine hours per 
day on screens. Nine hours: we spend half of 
our waking hours on screens. 

In the opinion of the American Heart Asso-
ciation, anyone between the ages of three and 
18 should be limited to two hours of screen 
time per day. 

I consider this a bit extreme, but they do 
make some good points on behalf of this limit. 
They state that an excessive amount of screen 
time can lead to heart diseases caused by high 
blood pressure and high cholesterol. It also 
leads to childhood obesity, abnormal sleep 

patterns, and behavioral issues. Screen time, 
and especially phone use, should be limited in 
everybody’s lives, but especially in the lives 
of adolescents whose brains are still growing.

In one survey, the Pew Research Center 
found that 70 percent of teens who use social 
media feel more connected to their friends’ feel-
ings. They feel as though they can connect bet-
ter to their friends via social media platforms. 
This part is most likely true since the use of so-
cial media allows teens to see what their friends 
are thinking at any moment in time. 

But, they will not have as deep a connection 
as they would if they were to be talking face-
to-face. This is because body language, facial 

expression, and tone of voice play key roles in 
all interactions. Also, you are most likely to not 
understand what your friends are really feeling 
since most people meticulously groom their 
social media pages to give the best impression 
of them, not the true impression of them. 

According to a study published by the Jour-
nal of Adolescent Health, teens who use social 
media to communicate with their friends are 
less likely to develop the social skills that they 
need to interact in face-to-face situations. 

The teens who are growing up in the age 
of technology will be less able to truly interact 
with each other, limiting our ability to succeed 
in life.

In the American Psychological Association 
affiliated journal Emotion, a study was recently 
published that explores the links between screen 
use and lower psychological well-being. This 
study found that, generally, the psychological 
well-being of teenagers decreased for every 
hour per week they spent using screens. 

But, the teens who use their screens between 
one and five hours per week are actually happier 
than the teens who got none at all. 

Now, this study is talking about screen time 
for personal use; gaming, social media, internet, 
and texting. It doesn’t include screen use for 
homework. This is an interesting correlation:  
although we seem to have fun using our devices, 
we have a lower psychological well being as a 

result of using them. 
Although, banning all screen time complete-

ly will not be good for teens since it alienates 
them from their peers, balancing screen time 
with social interaction is important; everything 
is good in moderation.

  Ever since phones started to become more 
prevalent, experts have been claiming wildly 
different things about them. Recently, the re-
search has shown these correlations between 
phones and mal-effects on the minds of ado-
lescents. 

Only now can we see the more long-term 
effects of phones, since they have not been 
around for long.  

Parents of the new generation will hope-
fully see these long-term studies and the effects 
of phones on adolescents and learn something 
from them.

I am not anti-phone. In fact, I use mine more 
often than I should. But I think that it is impor-
tant to be aware of the effects of screens and 
phones on growing minds. 

Although we do not fully understand these 
effects, there seems to be a pretty negative cor-
relation between phone use mental health. 

Try having dinner without phones, or play 
a family game instead of all sitting on your 
devices. 

Sometimes someone just needs to say ‘no 
phones.’

Studies indicate too much screen time is harming us

Four students surfing six screens in 
the commons during lunch.

photo by J. Acheson

by SAM FERRARO ’21
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On April 9, the entire Upper 
School packed onto buses and left 
campus to take part in the Day of Civ-
ic Engagement. Students dispersed to 
over two dozen locations: non-profit 
social service centers, urban farms,   
schools, and many other places where 
students became volunteers and valu-
able workers.

In 2003, the Day of Community 
Building, Service, and Reflection was 
established. Since then, it has evolved 
from a half-day of service the day be-
fore Thanksgiving break to a full day 
each spring. 

The goals of the day are to have all 
students and faculty participate fully, 
be exposed to something impactful, 
and get inspired to engage beyond 
the day. 

It is important that students leave 
the classroom and the “Park bubble” 
to engage in areas outside of school, 
but one day out of the year is not 
enough. 

“I’m glad that we have an oppor-
tunity for at least a full day of ser-
vice,” Dean of Students Traci Wright 
said. 

“I think that it is a very good in-
troduction for students to visit a place 
that they may not be familiar with, to 
learn about the mission, the work that 
people are doing in the community, 
and the work that we could be doing 

in the community,” 
Wright said.

Wright describes 
the day perfectly. It 
is an introduction, not 
something we should 
do once a year just to 
fulfill a requirement. 

The Day of Civic 
Engagement should 
be the jumping off 
point, not the end 
point, yet every year 
it feels as if it leads 
nowhere. 

“The biggest critiques we get 
is that it’s just a one-off thing and 
there’s never any follow up, so I 
often think of those students and 
faculty when I am thinking of how 
to improve the day,” Student Body 
President and member of the Day of 
Civic Engagement planning commit-
tee Mollie Post ’19 said.

Much of the Upper School is in 
agreement that the day is not enough, 
so why has nothing changed? 

Segun Olagunju, Director of Ser-
vice Learning and  Civic Engage-
ment, organized the planning com-
mittee for the April day, and Olagunju 
continues to try to create sustained 
partnerships with organizations, but 
the reality is that student engagement 
is very hard to sustain and sometimes 
is just not there. 

“Continued partnerships with 

organizations depend on the will of 
different clubs, students, or faculty 
that get excited about their experi-
ences,” Director of Alumni Affairs 
Pailin Gaither said. 

“Park is a culture driven by what 
our students are excited by, so I don’t 
think there is an attempt beyond the 
Day of Civic Engagement for the 
administration to compel students to 
continue partnerships with organiza-
tions,” Gaither said.

For something to get done at Park 
there needs to be student excitement.
The administration and faculty are 
reticent to force students to do any-
thing, so there need to be students 
who push for a change. 

“Having more opportunities for 
students during the day, and having 
sustained partnerships, not just a one 
and done, seem really important,” 

One day of service not enough; students should demand more
by ADDIE FLEMING ’21

Wright said. 
“We would have to flip our sched-

ule to make some of this work hap-
pen, and right now we’re not at a 
place for next year where this could 
happen, but I would imagine that in 
the next coming years we’ll have 
opportunities for interdisciplinary 
work that would likely include civic 
engagement.”

The possibility for sustained ser-
vice opportunities and projects is 
there, students only need to show 
that they want that to really happen. 

Elliott Huntsman, Upper School 
Science Teacher, explained that 
service can be an individual act of 
selflessness. “You do service to help 
make someone’s life a little better, 
not to congratulate yourself,” he said. 

“We all could do more service on 
our own if it mattered to us,” Hunts-

man said.
If continued partnerships and 

more service opportunities is what 
the Upper School wants, then we can 
make that happen, but right now the 
energy and excitement isn’t there. 

“We are responsive to the level 
of engagement of our students. Our 
energy has to stay strong if we’re go-
ing to reach out,” Gaither said. 

The importance of service should 
not be lost on us. The habit of service 
forms early in life and requires ongo-
ing practice. The experiences we have 
on the Day of Civic Engagement are 
valuable, and on that day we do work 
that supports organizations making a 
real difference in people’s lives. 

We just need to make sure that 
we’re not dabbling.  If it’s something 
we’re going to do, then we have to 
commit to more than once a year.

cartoon by Addy Claybour ’20

On the evening of April 3, the 
Maryland Senate voted 42-2 on Sen-
ate Bill #793, titled the “Community 
Safety and Strengthening Act,” which 
will give Johns Hopkins University 
(JHU) the ability to have up to 100 
armed police officers in a defined area 
on its campus.

Governor Larry Hogan (Re-
publican) approved the bill, which 
was introduced by Senator Antonio 
Hayes, on April 18, The bill received 

pushback from JHU protesters and 
others who marched outside both the 
House and Senate during each of the 
proceedings, but ultimately the bill 
passed both chambers with similar 
margins.

This bill is controversial because 
it taps into the delicate subject of fire-
arms at schools, which relates heav-
ily to the politically hot topic of gun 
control and gun violence in the U.S. 

In order to assess the intricate top-
ic, we must first establish fair criteria 
to ensure that this practice is one that 

Hopkins got it right: school safety requires armed officers on campus 

by DANIEL WEINSTEIN ’21 is logical and effective.
I believe that increasing the num-

ber of armed security at schools is 
logical. In a perfect society, there 
would be no violence, and conse-
quently, no need for security of any 
kind. 

Although we do not live in a uto-
pia, it is important to keep in mind 
the world we wish to create, for our-
selves, but also for future generations. 

The outside world is one of vio-
lence and affliction, something that 
has no place at educational institu-

tions across the U.S. but schools are 
not separate from the rest of the so-
ciety.

I believe that the armament of 
schools in the U.S. is beneficial. 

The presence of mass shootings 
and violent crime, especially in Bal-
timore is nothing short of an atroc-
ity, and needs to be addressed and 
accounted for in every part of our 
society. 

There is strong evidence to sug-
gest that security measures should 
be in place at our schools. All public 
schools in Maryland now have armed 
officers. But even then, it may dif-
ficult to prevent violence.

  In 2016, a study conducted by 
the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, “Mass Shootings and Mental Ill-
ness,” found that 67 percent of mass 
shootings ended prior to the police 
engaging the perpetrator. 

In addition, more than 50 percent 
of future perpetrators “leaked” their 
intentions to peers. 

These two statistics alone should 
be cause for concern. 

They show that the presence of 
security would create a much greater 
probability for an attack to be thwart-
ed. 

This should prompt a response 
from schools to implement security 
as a preventative measure for mass 
shootings and other external threats 
to our school, something that we, at 
Park, have done. 

But this logical reason for imple-
mentation of armed security means 
nothing if it is not actually effective. 

In the case of an active threat to 
a school, is an armed security guard 
an effective asset to have? 

There are countless large-scale 

studies that not only provide strong 
evidence that armed security is ef-
fective, but even the possibility of 
security on site is a huge deterrent to 
threats, both active and non-active. 

The National Center for Biotech-
nology Information concluded in its 
study of school and workplace vio-
lence that “…increasing the likeli-
hood of apprehension reduces the 
odds of offenses being committed.”

To determine whether or not our 
security system at Park was effective, 
I interviewed Director of Security and 
Safety Donald Bradshaw. 

I wanted to gain insight into how 
the security at Park operates. 

“I think security in and of itself is 
a little misunderstood, [we do] video 
camera surveillance, patrol grounds, 
educate, background checks, and fin-
gerprinting, weekly conference calls 
with Maryland Center of School 
Safety, which reports all threats,” 
Bradshaw said.

“The last thing you ever want to 
do is make a negative impact on the 
education institution.”

Putting firearms in an educational 
institution to prevent shootings feels 
awfully dismal, but it is a realistic re-
flection of the world we have come 
to live in. 

It would be foolish and ignorant to 
disregard the reality of the situation 
in our society, given the ownership 
of so many firearms, and it is neces-
sary to implement preventative and 
protective changes to ensure that we 
as a community are safe. 

The Maryland legislature, even 
though it is dominated by the Demo-
cratic party, has come to understand 
this practical need despite the JHU 
anti-gun protestors.

Johns Hopkins University students engaged in a month-long sit-in. Students are asking that 
JHU administration cancel plans to hire a private police force, acknowledge the death of Ty-
rone West, who died during a traffic stop altercation, and sever ties with the federal agency: 
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement. On May 8 seven of the protesters were arrested.

photo courtesy of www/facebook.com/NOPRIVATEPOLICEJHU



The PosTscriPT Commentary May 15, 2019 7
Artist or Athlete? : the difference may not matter

by MAYA NEWMAN-TOKER ’21

At Park, much like at many other schools, 
the arts and sports are seen as different entities. 
I might even go as far as to say they are pitted 
against one another. Park has arts credits and 
gym credits, Postscript has separate Arts and 
Culture and Sports sections, and after-school 
arts and theater offerings are not designed to 
fit into a schedule with a sports team. 

The problem with this separation is that arts 
and sports overlap in myriad ways. 

Park as a school is less known for its sports, 
and it is understandable that not all sports are 
designated a team at the school. Since there are 
no gym offerings within the academic day, the 
school compensates by allowing people to com-
plete their gym credits through non-affiliated 
activities. 

These credits are given for some activities 
outside the typical realm of sports and sports 
teams, such as Appalachian Challenge, the Ser-
vice Team (which helps at a community gar-
den), and the fall musical, which is given both 
an arts and a gym credit for the intense dancing. 

Arts credits are not given a parallel flex-
ibility, but they should be. Arts credits can only 
be earned through participation in the school’s 
own programs and activities. Park is known for 
its relative emphasis on the arts and the school 
appears to feel comfortable relying on its inter-
nal arts program for credits. That is a troubling 
stance, because like with sports, not all arts 
disciplines are covered satisfactorily, or at all. 

Examples include forms of dance, needle-
work, jewelry making, and circus arts (includ-
ing magic). The last of these has a specific club 
dedicated to it, but members do not receive 

arts credits. 
Four high school students who receive gym 

credits for their extracurriculars gave me their 
perspective of where their activities fall on the 
spectrum of arts and sports. 

Nori Leybengrub ’21, a figure skater, ex-
plained that while her activity has artistic ele-
ments, it should be thought of as a sport. So the 
fact that she receives gym credits for her work 
on the rink seems perfectly reasonable. 

Matthew Rosendahl ’20 has a similar view-
point: the gymnastics he does is a sport, being 
based on competition, not performance. Most 
recently Rosendahl competed at the USA Gym-
nastic Junior Olympics National Champion-

ships in Reno, Nevada from May 2-5.
As a member of a competitive troupe outside 

of school, Naomi Carpenter ’20 considers dance 
“an art with athletic qualities and tendencies.” 
Carpenter receives gym credits for the time she 
spends dancing outside of school, but is not 
offered arts credits. 

Via Phillips ’20, also a dancer, thinks the dis-
cipline is an art and not a sport, but she agrees 
that the level of activity merits a gym credit 
under Park’s definition. 

Phillips explained how her dance is separate 
from most art, music, or theater classes, which 
are the basis of Park’s art requirement: “[The 
purpose of] an arts class is creating the art, but 

also simultaneously analyzing the art and the 
experience of making art. That doesn’t happen 
in a typical dance class,” she said.

Phillips believes arts and sports can be 
clearly distinguished by whether they are ex-
position or competition based. 

On the other hand, Maeve Thistel ’19 says 
that activities can fall into both categories, 
arts and sports. She equated these activities to 
film or song writing classes, which incorporate 
multiple disciplines. Those types of academic 
classes can be taken for a combination of Eng-
lish, History, Art, Science, or Math credits, de-
pending on the class. 

Thistel thinks the same principle should be 
applied to credits for extracurriculars; for ex-
ample, circus artists being able to receive either 
an arts or gym credit for a certain amount of 
time spent on their craft. 

With the amount of overlap between the 
two categories, the distinction between arts and 
sports credits feels unnecessary, if not prob-
lematic. 

However, according to Leybengrub, “I feel 
like in high school there is sort of an experience 
that goes along with the distinction between 
arts and sports.” 

Stereotypical thinking about arts and sports 
groups is deep-seated in modern culture. A new 
system of dealing with non-academic credits 
“wouldn’t make a difference [in the culture 
about arts being separate from sports],” Ley-
bengrub explained. 

If Park changed its system for credits, it 
would unearth a new discussion: why do we 
group our activities, and sometimes even our 
personalities, into the categories of arts and 
sports? 

Hopkins got it right: school safety requires armed officers on campus 

We’ve probably all had to ask for an exten-
sion at some point on an assignment. 

For the most part, my teachers have been 
unconditionally understanding and supportive, 
and willing to let me complete the assignment 
within the next few days, as long as I ask ahead 
of time. Not a big deal, right? 

Based on years of experience, I believe ex-
tensions are one of the worst things a teacher 
can offer you, in relation to your long-term 
academic ability and stamina.

Park School’s rhetoric has always had a 
warm and inclusive aura to it, and it is an im-
pressive institution renowned for the academic 
success of its students. 

While we do have high standards, some of 
them might overshadow other principled as-

pects of learning to be an adult. 
When a teacher gives a student an extension 

because they value their academic success, the 
student becomes used to the idea that every 
once in a while they’ll be cut a break, and that 
they’ll be able to complete said assignment 
without much stress.

The sad truth is that in college and beyond, 
you won’t find that kind of a buffer. 

History teacher and librarian Jon Acheson 
noted the difference between the consequences 
here and outside of Park. 

“It’s easier to fail in high school, and have 
that feeling sink in and want to avoid it again, 
than to have that failure at college or at work 
places,” Acheson said. 

“Sometimes I think teachers and parents and 
administrators work too hard to make students 
not fail, offering extensions on top of exten-

sions. But failing an assignment by missing a 
deadline here can be good, it can allow for de-
veloping better habits of mind,” Acheson said.

We live in a country and a culture which val-
ues hard work and the rewards one reaps from it. 

At Park, the priority has always been on 
one’s well-being, with both ninth grade well-
ness seminars on top of an unspoken rule of 
thumb that health comes first. 

Yes, the effects of this on the students are 
resoundingly positive at least in the short term, 
and the school’s progressive approach to educa-
tion definitely merits the priority of self care. 

But if a student learns to incorporate self 
care so effortlessly into their academics, and 
then is thrown into a world where that suddenly 
isn’t possible, they’ll have a hell of a time ad-
justing. 

Conor Angel ’19 see this as a problem for 

It’s time to take off the training wheels and have kids learn accountability
students once they graduate. 

“People think that your individual concerns 
are going to be prioritized by everybody you 
meet, no matter how miniscule they may appear 
to other people,” Angel said. 

“I think a lot of kids won’t be able to handle 
an environment where that kind of structure and 
support just isn’t present.”

Where Park School excels in providing 
methods of self care for its student body, it fails 
to teach students that it is a privilege. 

Eventually, students are going to be part of 
a workplace and a world which prioritizes hard 
work and punctuality over what the stress of 
meeting a deadline does to you. 

While Park is a great model for what many 
of us feel like the world should be, it has an 
obligation to be better at showing students how 
the world actually is. 

by PAUL STUMPF ’19

From left: N. Carpenter ’20, M. Thistel ’19, and V. Phillips ’20 practice physi-
cally and artistically demanding dance, blurring the line between athlete and 
artist.

photos courtesy of N. Carpenter ’20, M. Thistel ’19, and  V. Phillips ’20

The role of the principal is inherently difficult, but we can make it easier
by ZACHARY STERN ’19
When Patti Porcarelli takes the of-

fice of principal of the Upper School 
this July, she will become the seventh 
person to hold the role since 2010. 

Our lack of continuity at the po-
sition since Mike McGill’s 13-year 
tenure ended in 2011 is conspicuous, 
and it begs the question: is that lack 
of continuity a result of a series of 
unique circumstances or are  there 
fundamental flaws with the job in its 
current form?

 Ultimately, I don’t believe this ar-
ticle—researched through interviews 
with several former principals, both 
on and off the record—offers any de-
finitive answer to that question. But, 
it may provide a window into the life 
of the Park Upper School Principal; 
examining the job’s foremost difficul-
ties, and, suggest a way to make the 
position easier to hold. 

Upper School Administrative 
Assistant Miriam Lupien has served 
under all six previous principals since 
2011. With the exception of the prin-
cipals themselves, no one has a bet-
ter understanding of their day-to-day 
schedule than Lupien. “It’s a multi-
faceted job; it’s kind of like being a 
rabbi or a priest,” she said. 

The principal deals with families, 
like a rabbi, but also has the added 
complexity of dealing with faculty 
and fellow administrators. 

From the moment the principal 
wakes up, to the moment they fall 
asleep, there are matters that de-
mand attention. Never entirely clear 
of meetings—monthly conversations 
with department chairs and athletic 
directors or weekly check-ins with 
the principals of other divisions or 
Head of School Dan Paradis—there 
are many events and people who need 

attention. If there is no conference or 
classroom to visit, then there are doz-
ens of emails waiting to be read and 
professionally responded to.  

Beyond time consuming, the job 
of principal is often very lonely. With 
so many meetings and crises compet-
ing for her interest, it’s difficult for 
the principal to spend time with stu-
dents, or even with one’s own family.

“If it weren’t for the cookie jar, I 
don’t know if I would’ve interacted 
with students at all,” Learning Re-
source teacher and former Interim 
Upper School Principal Karyn Fisher 
said. 

Added to this workload, at Park 
in particular, decision making often 
requires enormous input, in part be-
cause there is an inherent distrust of 
authority. That skeptical disposition 
can make it difficult for a principal 
to build strong relationships. “I came 

in, and I felt there was—among some 
folks—a distrust towards me simply 
by nature of the role I was in,” Upper 
School Principal Nancy Dickson said. 

“ I think the combination of com-
ing from outside, being new to the 
role of division head, and being 
...blindsided about the extent of skep-
ticism for administration combined to 
make it challenging to feel like I was 
part of this tight-knit community.”  

Some of these difficulties are in-
herent in any administrative position. 
The role of the principal is extremely 
time consuming, but there are ways 
that it can be made more manageable. 
For starters, some of the principal’s 
responsibilities can be delegated. 

During McGill’s tenure, the role 
of Dean of Students was created, tak-
ing enormous stress off the principal’s 
workload. “Traci [Wright] made my 
life wonderfully bearable,” he said. 

Similarly, Bob Carter (Science)
moved into an expanded position as 
scheduler. These changes not only 
made the principal’s job easier, they 
allowed the principal to attend to 
broader policy changes being dis-
cussed. “I elevated both of those roles 
and then we started doing things bet-
ter,” McGill said. 

As for the difficulty that comes 
from many students’ and faculty’s 
distrust, that too is partly just the na-
ture of an administrative position. It’s 
incumbent on us, the larger commu-
nity, however, to be welcoming and 
understanding of our administrators.

The job of principal is a difficult 
one, and demands someone with a 
strong work ethic and passion for 
education. But just because it’s dif-
ficult doesn’t mean we can’t find and 
implement ways of making the job 
easier and more accommodating.  
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What did you do over spring break? You 
probably didn’t go to China, unless you were 
one of the 14 students and two teachers who 
participated in this year’s Chinese Exchange 
Trip. Comprised of four sophomores, six ju-
niors, and four seniors, the group left BWI 
Airport just before spring break began, and 
returned 13 days later on March 25.

“It was an amazing opportunity to go to an-
other country where people have a different way 
of thought,” Chris Westbrook ’20, a student on 
the trip, said.

Selby Eline ’21 echoed Westbrook. “I knew 
it would be an amazing experience that I prob-
ably would not get 
another chance to 
do... It was a once-
in-a-lifetime trip,” 
she said.

The group saw 
many sights and 
even met up with a 
former Park student 
who now teaches 
and lives in China. 

“We went to the 
Fahai Temple, the 
Great Wall, Tianan-
men Square, and 
the Forbidden City. 
We took a train ride 
down to the city of 
Xi’an to see the Ter-
racotta Warriors,” Westbrook said. “The Great 
Wall was pretty cool. It’s far more difficult to 
walk on than you would think.”

The students participated in a range of ac-
tivities, such as touring famous sites, participat-
ing in a homestay, and visiting a school, among 
others, all of which was organized beforehand. 
The process of preparing for the trip was long 
and required many emails and conversations.

“There was all kinds of arranging of what 
would be done hour to hour,” English teacher 
Kirk Wulf said. 

Wulf was one of the two faculty members, 
along with history teacher and US librarian Jon 
Acheson, who co-led the trip. 

Wulf and Acheson have led the trip three 
times together: in 2013, 2016, and this year. 
Much of the footwork beforehand was con-
ducted by Chinese teacher Xiaomu Hu, who 
helped establish the first exchange trip in 2009 

with Acheson.
The travel group 

met four times prior 
to departure to go 
over details rang-
ing from cultural 
expectations to ex-
change rates to visa 
requirements. 

Students on the 
trip are all enrolled 
in Chinese classes, 
but are at differing 
levels of linguistic 
competence. “We 
were all given a 
sheet of survival 
Chinese [that in-

cluded] useful words and phrases that we prac-
ticed,” Westbrook said. 

Designed like the other modern language 

trips, the department is particularly interested 
in making this exchange as much about deeper 
cultural learning as language acquisition. “A lot 
of my preparing was getting ready to live in a 
stranger’s house,” Eline said. “That was really 
scary to me.”

Each student was 
paired with a Chinese 
host student from 
Beijing High School 
#9, which lies in a 
western suburb of 
the enormous city. 
Students bonded with 
their host families 
and practiced their 
Chinese language 
skills primarily at 
home. 

“Making dump-
lings with my host 
family was definitely 
one of my favorite 
things,” Eline said. “They were so nice. They 
made me feel so welcome.”

 Several students are still using WeChat, a 
Chinese global app, to communicate with their 
host families. Gift giving between families and 
students at both the beginning and end of the 
visit was also a new experience for some.

Fitting into their host families’ lives over 
two weekends meant “compromise with the 
school [in China] about how much we can be 
there without being too disruptive, [and] with 
the parents about how they can let us into their 
very busy weekends,” Wulf said. “And they 
were incredibly generous about that, but it was 
an inconvenience for some of them, clearly.”

As both Eline and Westbrook pointed out, 
there was a lot to be learned from the expe-
rience. “My Chinese definitely got better 
throughout the trip,” Eline said. “But one big 
thing that I learned is that it’s okay to be un-

comfortable.”
“It’s not hard 

to live a very 
minimalist life,” 
Westbrook said. 
“Most people 
took public trans-
portation if they 
didn’t have a car. 
They ate every-
thing and didn’t 
really throw food 
away. They didn’t 
have a lot, but 
they made that 
work.”

“Being there 
with Park kids 

was really cool,” Wulf said. “They were re-
ally resourceful in making connections with the 
Chinese kids, and they were really brave even 
though their language was limited.”

Both Eline and Westbrook also enjoyed the 
camaraderie that developed while traveling. “I 
didn’t really know the other people well on the 
trip before, but now I’m really close to some of 
them,” Eline said. 

“The group was great,” Westbrook echoed.
A trip to China may not be a typical spring 

break, but it was clearly a life-changing ex-
perience for the students who participated in 
this year’s exchange. “I recommend everyone 
should go,” Eline said.

Twelve-day trip brings language students real world experience

Arming ourselves with our history is how 
we may continue towards the future, and this 
is made possible by the school’s archives. Lo-
cated in a climate-controlled room in the base-
ment of the Wyman Arts Center, the archives 
are “multi-format historical records,” Michelle 
Feller-Kopman, archivist from 2008 to 2013, 
said. 

Charlene Prem, current archivist since 2013, 
described the contents of the archives as “docu-
ments pertaining to Park’s founding and general 
history, office files, publications (i.e. Brownie, 
Postscript, Cross Currents), curriculum items, 
staff development information (especially FA-
CAs), admissions materials, information about 
the school’s campuses, images (film and illus-
tration), audio, and three dimensional objects.”

As an archivist, Prem is responsible for “ar-
ranging and describing Park’s current records 
and archival holdings so that future generations 
may have access to the records and items that 
have been a part of Park’s history.”

Prem has come across a multitude of memo-
rable pieces and stories. For example, she re-
counted a tale about Park’s basketball team. 
While losing a game, our team began scoring 
points for the other team to satisfy their fans’ 
desire for them to score 100 points. 

Recently, Prem has taken on Upper School 
volunteers to aid in the creation of a digitized 
version of the archives, making the entirety 
accessible online and searchable by keyword. 

The previous archivist, Feller-Kopman, was 
tasked with preparing all of the archives for 
the school’s centennial celebration, as well as 
improving preservation and general access. 

As a professional archivist, Feller-Kopman 
was well-suited for her duties, which included 
organizing all archives into the room they are 

in today, answering questions, and assisting 
research. 

She also worked on multiple projects that 
drew heavily from the Archives, such as the 
History of Park Athletics exhibit in the Ath-
letic Center, the panels hanging outside of the 
Upper School Music Room about Progressive 
Education at Park, a Centennial exhibit, and the 
Centennial publication titled 100.

Prior to the 
efforts of Fell-
e r -K opman 
and Prem, the 
Archives were 
e s s e n t i a l l y 
founded by 
Former Mid-
dle School 
Math Teacher 
Larry Gilbert. 

In 1973, 
while em-
ployed as a 
math teacher 
and sports 
coach, Larry 
Gilbert was 
asked by the 
Development 
office to con-
tact alumni 
in an effort to 
gather funds for the school. 

In these efforts, Gilbert spoke to an older 
man who simply wanted to know about the 
school and its history. “He kept asking me about 
Park School. So I got the representative from 
Development. I said, ‘He wants to know this, 
and he wants to know this.’ So I asked, ‘Where 
is this information?’ and there was no answer.” 

A few months later, Gilbert received a grant 

to create a place for all the information about 
the history of Park so that any person could 
access it. 

He described the previous state of the his-
torical pieces, in the room to the left of the ramp 
by the front entrance to the school:

“There were bags and bags of draft paper. 
There was just stuff that people threw in there. 
So there really was no such thing as the ar-

chives.” 
Infatuated 

with history, 
Gilbert and 
some mem-
bers of the 
maintenance 
team emptied 
the room to 
begin comb-
ing through 
the mounds of 
paperwork and 
documents. 

“I went 
through every 
piece of paper. 
I organized 
the files of 
all of Park’s 
graduates, and 
all the people 

that applied and withdrew, those were separate 
files,” he said. 

Gilbert included everything from yearbooks 
to old newspapers. One in particular was an 
original print of a Baltimore Sun paper that fea-
tured a Park faculty member who was part of 
the Communist party in World War II. 

It took years to examine and organize ev-
ery last sheet of paper. Cross Currents became 
aware of his work and published an article 

“telling people I had started all this nonsense,” 
Gilbert said.

He starting receiving calls; some people 
wanted to give information and others had items 
to contribute. “I would have boxes of stuff that 
would show up at the front door, having no idea 
what I’m getting.” 

Gilbert did all this in his free time, which he 
was happy to relinquish to satisfy his fascina-
tion with history. “I just started, and started, 
and started and started. I would organize things 
and I would reorganize them and come up with 
things. People would ask questions, and if I 
didn’t know the answer, I would go find it,” 
he said.

On multiple occasions, Gilbert recalled be-
ing approached by recruiters from government 
agencies such as the CIA and the FBI in search 
of information on applicants. 

“I’m sitting in the front office just chatting, 
school was over, and this guy walks in dressed 
in a three-piece suit and he flashes a CIA badge. 
He says, ‘I need information on so and so.’ 

After they picked me up off the floor, I said, 
‘You have documentation allowing you to see 
this information?’ It was really scary.” After 
that, visits from agents became a frequent oc-
currence. 

There were so many representatives that Gil-
bert and the headmaster at the time collaborated 
on a formal questionnaire to quicken their visits. 

Without the initiative and commitment 
of Gilbert, Feller-Kopman, and Prem, Park 
School’s archives would be nothing more than 
a room filled with dusty artifacts covered in 
unorganized files. 

Thanks to their indispensable efforts, our 
school’s history is available to anyone through 
the website. Interested community members 
can also inquire about an appointment to view 
the archives with Prem. 

photo by J. Acheson  
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by AARON HIRSCHHORN ’21

School archives preserve the past to be of service to the present 
A collection of thousands of documents, photographs, textiles, audio files, and paintings record 107 years of school history

Fourteen Park students stroll into the ‘Forbidden 
City’ through the south gate with thousands of 
mainly Chinese tourists in central Beijing.

Using acrylic paints K. Shock ’20 and S. Eline ’21 
paint Chrysanthemums at Beijing Middle School.

by NORI LEYBENGRUB ’21

photo by J. Acheson  
Archivist Charlene Prem and Upper School history teacher 
Daniel Jacoby led a team of students in organzing new addi-
tions to Park’s records.
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L ARAMIE 
PROJECT
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Spring Production: full of heartbreak and hope

Upper School spring production The Lara-
mie Project presented a heart-wrenching re-
counting of the brutal 1998 killing of Matthew 
Shepard, a gay student at the University of 
Wyoming. The main focus of the show was 
the town’s reaction to the tragedy.

Shepard was tortured and left to die on 
the outskirts of Laramie, Wyoming. The play, 
which ran from April 11-13, was based off a 
collection of interviews with various Laramie 
residents conducted by the Tectonic Theater 
Company following Shepard’s murder. The 
original actors constructed a play with fifty 
‘moments’ that demonstrate how the town dealt 
with the terrible hate crime. 

A play comprised of ‘moments’ isn’t your 
typical theatrical form. Karinne Summers 
’19, an actor in the ensemble, explained that a 
‘moment’ is created by first taking something, 
“whether it be a line, a lighting cue, or a specific 
costume,” and creating a short scene. “They’ll 
add stuff to it, and then they’ll stitch those ‘mo-
ments’ together to create a coherent storyline 
and a coherent play,” Summers said. 

The Laramie Project focused not only on 
the text, but also emphasized other aspects of 
theater. “Reading a play is completely differ-
ent than actually experiencing it and watching 

it, and they wanted to create something that 
valued each part of a production equally,” Sum-
mers said. 

Although ‘moment’ acting can be difficult, 
Katey Cooney ’21 believes that “you learn a lot 
of things that you can apply in traditional act-
ing. [‘Moment’ acting is] more of a challenge…
it’s a cool experience to have,” Cooney said.

A considerable difference between tradi-
tional and ‘moment’-based productions is how 
quickly the show moves. “The pacing is differ-
ent because you’re switching from ‘moment’ to 
‘moment’ as opposed to scenes, which are usu-
ally a bit longer,” senior Owen Anderson said.

The play had 66 roles altogether, and 35 
different narrators. Actors embodied up to six 
characters each. “We really had to differentiate 
the characters, because that’s how this play is 
written,” Summers said. “We spent a lot of time 
working on that.We worked on physicalities, 
posture, how you walk, and how you speak.” 

Playing several characters, the actors didn’t 
get much rest backstage. “Being focused for 
that long was very difficult,” Anderson said. 

Actors had to switch between different 
characters very quickly. “I had to go from one 
character and in the very next scene be another 
character. That was really hard because I had to 
get myself in a completely different mindset,” 
Cooney said.

The acting was incredibly impressive. Ac-

tors took on all of their roles with intensity and 
commitment. While watching the production, it 
never felt like an actor was excited to play one 
role and less committed when playing the next. 

Also, the way that the ensemble differen-
tiated between their roles was magical; they 
clued in to tiny details. The actors’ skill allowed 
the audience to tell the difference between the 
roles being played by the same actor even with-
out wardrobe differences, a difficult thing to 
accomplish.

The Laramie Project was eye-opening to 
watch, especially given the contrast of voices. 
One scene that clearly demonstrated this wide 
range of opinions was when Reverend Fred 
Phelps, an anti-gay minister played by Johnny 
Foote ’21, and Stephen Mead Johnson, a Uni-
tarian minister played by Owen Sahnow ’19, 
voiced their opinions to the audience. 

Johnson advocated to embrace all gay, les-
bian, and bisexual people, while Phelps was 
very against them. It was startling to hear two 
people with such opposing opinions from the 
same town. 

Another memorable character, played by 
Summers, was Reggie Fluty, the policewoman 
who first responded to the murder. Summers 
captured this character very well by using a 
wide stance and a lower voice. “I wanted to 
make [Fluty] feel more grounded,” Summers 
said. 

The transitions between ‘moments’ were 
flawless from our point of view in the audience. 
Although each was set in a different timeframe, 
with its own setting and characters, every ‘mo-
ment’ became its own little world. 

Within those little worlds, clever techniques 
were used, such as one instance when the voices 
of reporters talking about Shepard were record-
ed and overlapped with dialogue voiced by Mi-
chael Foster ’20. The audio became gradually 
louder, more intense, and overwhelming.

One particularly powerful image was a re-
creation of the fence where Shepard had been 
left to die. It was a stark reminder that the story 
was based on a real incident. The singing at 
Shepard’s funeral of “Amazing Grace,” led by 
junior Sammy Braverman, excellent in the role 
of Romaine Patterson, was also deeply power-
ful. 

We really enjoyed how the characters some-
times talked directly to the audience. It was very 
easy to get enveloped into the town of Laramie. 
When the actors left the stage for each intermis-
sion, we could feel the whole audience snap out 
of the world the ensemble had created. 

Summers remarked that production was 
a highlight of her senior year. “[The theater 
program] has really defined my experience at 
Park,” she said. “It’s its own microcosm where 
the whole point is to just do crazy things and 
be whoever you want to be.”

by ALINA GLASS ’20 
and LEAH PICKUS ’20

With the spring registration assembly also 
comes the announcement of the plays that will 
be put on in the coming year. 

As usual, the theater portion of the assembly 
began with Upper School Music Chair Adele 
Dinerstein at the piano, playing songs from a 
variety of musicals before starting into a song 
from next year’s fall musical. 

Normally, as soon as Dinerstein reveals the 
musical with a well-known song, the crowd 
erupts with excitement and cheers. 

This year, a few people cheered but the ma-
jority of students look around confused until it 
was finally announced that the fall musical will 
be Guys and Dolls.

Guys and Dolls, which made its Broadway 
debut in 1950, is set in Great Depression-era 

New York City. 
The musical tells the story of gambler Na-

than Detroit, who, in need of $1,000 to keep up 
his illegal gambling business, makes a bet with 
fellow gambler Sky Masterson that he can take 
any woman to dinner in Havana, Cuba. The 
musical is fun and lively, featuring songs such 
as “Luck be a Lady.”   

Hairspray, the 2018 fall musical, was a hit 
as soon as it was announced. Director Peter 
King decided “to swing the pendulum in a new 
direction this year.” 

However, some Park students are wary of 
the choice of 70-year-old musical Guys and 
Dolls, which had its third Broadway revival 
end over 10 years ago. 

“I haven’t even heard of it before and I feel 
like people aren’t going to want to do a play 
no one’s heard of,” an anonymous student said. 

“We looked at a number of different musi-
cals, but none had everything we were looking 
for,” King said. “Ultimately we decided that it 
needed to be a really good musical with strong 
female roles, good songs, and a large chorus. 
It’s one of the most-often-produced musicals 
and it’s something that Adele and I thought 
people should know.” As students have gotten 
to know the music, they seem to have more 
enthusiastic opinions. 

The choice for the spring Shakespeare pro-
duction, Henry IV Part 1, has also brought up 
some controversy. The play, set in the early 
15th century, follows the new king of England, 
Henry IV, and his son Prince Hal. 

“I think it’s pretty telling that no one is super 
excited about doing Henry IV Part 1 specifical-
ly. At the interest meeting, not one person was 
interested,” said another anonymous student. 

However, King believes that the play inter-
twines history with classic elements of Shake-
speare and will be a success. “[This play] has 
everything. It has the young rebellious prince 
who hangs out in a tavern, and likes to drink 
with his friends, and doesn’t really want to be a 
king and be responsible. It has a young hothead 
named Hotspur who is a valiant warrior and 
everything the king would want as a son, and 
it has Falstaff, who is one of the greatest comic 
characters ever written,” King said. 

King puts a lot of thought into the plays for 
the upcoming year. “We got a lot of suggestions 
and we actually considered a lot of them,” he 
said. In the end, he decided that Guys and Dolls 
and Henry IV Part 1 would be the best fits for 
Park. Knowing this, there is no doubt that the 
Theater Department will, as usual, produce ex-
citing and interesting plays. 

by FIONA BRUMMER ’21

Guys and Dolls and Henry IV Part 1 selected for 2019-20
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On Friday, April 12, photographer and 
filmmaker Amalie Rothschild ’63 visited Park 
School. While here, she shared her career mak-
ing feminist films and photographing 1960s-era 
musicians. 

Rothschild visited two History 11 classes, 
had lunch with several students, and answered 
questions about everything from what Roths-
child thought of digital cameras to her opinions 
on her senior year issue of the Brownie. 

Rothschild attended Park starting in kinder-
garten until she graduated in 1963. As a senior, 
she was one of the editors for the Brownie. 

Rothschild’s class was very homogeneous, 
and she recalled that there were only three non-
Jewish students in her class. However, Roths-
child found that there were always good social 

and intellectual values and teachings. 
After graduating from Park, Rothschild at-

tended Rhode Island School of Design for film, 
and was in the first group of women to have 
a documentary produced through the school.

 The film was later shown at the 1970 New 
York Film Festival. Rothschild later co-founded 
New Day Film Studios. At its conception, New 
Day focused on producing films about women’s 
issues and was founded partially to get the fund-
ing for these films. 

In recent decades, it has expanded and pro-
gressed, now producing international films 
about a wide range of topics such as LG-
BTQ+ issues, international relations, and race. 

Rothschild, however, is most well known 
for her work in photography. During the 
1960s, she spent time photographing musi-
cians such as Janis Joplin and Jimi Hendrix. 

by SAM COCHRAN ’20 Rothschild states that she fell into her work. 
“I was in the right place at the right time...and 
I had my cameras, and I was motivated.” One 
of Rothschild’s best known photographs is of 
Janis Joplin and Tina Turner singing together, 
and one of her favorites is of Judy Mitchell. 

Rothschild also talked extensively about 
gender discrimination in higher education and 
photography. “I’ve always had to work the 
backdoor [and] find my own financing.” 

During her time at the Rhode Island School 
of Design, she traveled to Rome through the 
European Honors Program. While there, Roth-
schild developed a love for watching and dis-
cussing Italian film. However, she decided not 
to go into the film industry when she returned 
home because, “girls just didn’t do that.” 

In photography, Rothschild experienced a 
very masculine culture, and she only found a 

On  April 13, a twangy, bass-heavy 
country-trap song by a 19-year-old 
college dropout topped the Billboard 
Hot 100. 

Montero Lamar Hill, a.k.a. Lil 
Nas X, had been using a meme ac-
count on Twitter to tirelessly promote 
his song. 

With a stroke of luck, Hill got his 
song onto TikTok, a popular short 
video site that replaced video sharing 
app Vine in the hearts of many teens. 

Lip-sync after lip-sync helped 
Hill’s “Old Town Road” ascend to the 
most coveted spot in popular music. 

The story of “Old Town Road” is 
one of the new vanguard in music. 

Streaming services like Spotify 
and SoundCloud have helped propel 
unknown rappers into stardom. 

Earlier this year, L.A. hip hop 
artist Blueface (Johnathan Michael 
Porter) peaked at 8 on the Billboard 
Hot 100 with his awkward and very 
fun “Thotiana.” 

It looked like Hill was going to 
both replicate Blueface’s success and 
surpass it, with a lot of the upward 
motion coming from memes and so-
cial media interactions.

But the excitement around a black 
artist topping the country charts for 
the first time in over four decades was 
shut down. 

Even though “Old Town Road” 

reached #19 on the Hot Country 
charts, it was removed by Billboard in 
March, right before its meteoric rise.

In a lot of ways, I’m reminded of 
Operation Varsity Blues, the recent 
college admissions scandal. 

There is a lot of pleasure in watch-
ing rich people who tried to scam 
their children’s way into college go 
down, especially for those of us who 
recently applied to college. 

It felt like justice, a restoration 
to the imbalance of an endlessly 
frustrating system that rewards the 
wealthy with tutors; essay editors; 
and money for a million APs, SATs, 
ACTs, and applications.

But just as soon as we were rejoic-
ing over the cluelessness and shaming 
of a desperate housewife and Aunt 
Becky, people pointed out that the 
college admissions process is flawed 
in many legal, and very frustrating, 
ways. 

The ultra rich buy statues, foun-
tains, and buildings at the schools at 
which they envision their children. 

They rub elbows with college 
deans of admissions and presidents. 

Through a series of favors and 
coded bribes, undeserving children 
find places in the most elite institu-
tions. 

Even if a scam was brought down, 
the system is still built for cheaters.

No matter how scrappy Hill was, 
he couldn’t beat Billboard, who still 

holds all the power in the music in-
dustry. 

When they decided that “Old 
Town Road” didn’t “embrace enough 
elements of today’s country music,” 
Billboard put a wall between Hill and 
record making. 

by BEN COHN ’19

He could have been the first black 
artist to top the country charts since 
Freddy Fender’s “Before The Next 
Teardrop Falls” did it 44 years ago. 

Listening to “Old Town Road” 
can make us forget all of this. It’s a 
scrappy song that is true pop music, 

not in genre but in feeling. 
Blasted through car speakers with 

the windows down, “Old Town Road” 
sounds like we can do anything. 

When Hill says, “ride till I can’t 
no more,” we feel his desperation for 
freedom. We’re desperate for it too.

photo courtesy Genius 
Lil Nas X’s song “Old Town Road,” released December 2018, has been the subject of a debate 
within the music world about whether or the song should be considered country. The song 
reached  #19 on the Hot Country charts before Billboard removed it in March. 

few guys in graduate school who were as inter-
ested in the technology side of photography as 
she was. She stated that backstage during the 
60s, “my camera was my shield.” 

Backstage, the white male rock stars were 
often “chauvinist pigs trying to get laid, and I 
[wasn’t] a groupie!” 

Rothschild ended her presentation in the 
History 11 classes by talking about the quality 
of professional photography. 

Students had questions about how Roths-
child views the advent of smartphone cameras 
in the field of photography, and she answered, 
“there will always be artists making good 
things.”

Rothschild’s careers as a feminist photogra-
pher, filmmaker, and activist offer Park students 
a new and close-to-home perspective of social 
activism beyond the Park School. 

photo courtesy  Communications photo by Jon Acheson

Amalie Rothschild ’63 returns to share riveting photography career

Lil Nas X’s dispute with Billboard is reminiscent of the college scandal

Amalie Rothschild ’63 visited History 11 classes and a music class to talk about the adversity she overcame as a woman in the predominately male field of 
photography and filmaking. Throughout her illustrious career, Rothschild photographed legends such as John Lennon, Jimi Hendrix, and Janis Joplin.
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As a member of the Boys Varsity 
Baseball Team, I had two major re-
alizations during a March 29, 24-0 
blowout versus Boys’ Latin: it might 
be a long season, and my team was 
not deserving of a playoff spot.

Because we are struggling in the 
Maryland Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (MIAA) and not the In-
terscholastic Athletic Association of 
Maryland (IAAM), there will be no 
playoff spot for us. That’s the way 
it should be; the playoffs should be 
the reward for top achieving teams, 
not an all-inclusive tournament for 
everyone.

The IAAM allows every girls’ 
team the chance to compete for a 

With more than 40 different teams compet-
ing in the Lower, Middle, and Upper schools, 
it seems as though there is a sport for everyone 
at Park. 

Almost all of these teams practice every 
day on either Park or Sugar campus, whether 
it be on the newly renovated L. Brooks Lakin 
Performance Court, the Kelly Field turf, or 
the baseball diamond shared with Stevenson 
University. 

Park doesn’t have every facility- there’s no 
wrestling mat or football field- but that’s be-
cause there is no demand for these resources; a 
small minority of kids play organized football, 
so there isn’t a need for the field. 

There is, however, a large group of athletes 
who are forced to compete outside of school: 
swimmers. 

While there is a pool, it happens to be out-
doors, leaving the swimmers with no place to 
practice on Old Court Road between September 
and May. 

Eli Drachman ’20 has taken his talents to 
the Eagle Swim team, which practices at Mc-
Donough School. 

“I’ve been with the Eagles for eight years, 
almost as long as I’ve been at Park,” Drach-
man said. 

Although practices are held out of school, 
that doesn’t make it any less intense than a 

Playoff positions should be earned, not given
by QUINN SEIDENMAN ’21 championship at the end of each sea-

son, regardless of record. In theory, 
this allows more teams the chance to 
prove themselves and creates playoff 
excitement for all schools involved. 

For some, it may be reassuring to 
go into a season knowing it will result 
in a playoff appearance. This attitude 
is extremely limiting and goes against 
how we should be treating athletics. 
A chance to compete for a champion-
ship should be earned, not given.

The importance of regular season 
games is obviously vastly diminished 
in the IAAM compared to the MIAA. 
While tournament seeding is impor-
tant, the auto-bid system currently 
in place allows for teams to coast 
through the season and the only re-
sulting downside being scheduled to 

photo courtesy  Eli Drachman ’20

Swimmers endure long commutes and practices
by JACOB PERES ’21 Park sport. In fact, swimming might be more 

vigorous. 
Lance Rombro ’19 practices for almost 20 

hours every single week, which is almost twice 
as much time that a typical Park team practices 
per week. 

“I practice every day of the week, and twice 
on Wednesday and Friday,” Rombro said. 

“Practices start as early as 5:45 am.”
For Drachman, these practices are optional, 

but he looks forward to attending them once he 
can drive. The brutal hours are not only tough 
for the athletes, but for the parents, too. 

This rigorous practice schedule is necessary 
to prepare for the ultra-competitive meets. 

The frequency of the meets varies with the 
swimmer and the season. Rombro has two ma-
jor meets. Lillian Lowenthal ’19, however, has 
meets more often. 

“I have a meet around every six weeks,” 
Lowenthal said. 

During these meets, swimmers will compete 
in their respective events in the morning, and if 
they qualify for the final round, they will swim 
again at night. 

For some of the larger events, there are 
world-class swimmers competing. 

“At Sectionals in Buffalo, there were some 
very fast swimmers, definitely people who 
made Olympic trial cuts,” Rombro said. 

While not every event has Olympic-level 
athletes, it is certain that all the meets are filled 

with extremely talented swimmers. 
“Only the top 30 or so get the opportunity to 

swim again at night,” Lowenthal said. 
A factor to the intense competitions is the 

fact that, according to Aquatics International, 
the popularity of swimming in the United States 
is skyrocketing. 

With local star Michael Phelps being one of 
the most decorated Olympians of all time, it’s 
not surprising that swimming is growing in the 
greater Baltimore area. 

That being said, the sport still feels under-
valued to some swimmers at Park. 

“It’s a sport that doesn’t get a lot of atten-
tion, but for the people who are involved, it’s 
something really special,” Drachman said. 

Park probably won’t be getting an indoor 
pool anytime soon, (see Sheehy, pg. 1), but 
given the number of talented and committed 
swimmers already on our campus, it would be 
a sensible next investment into the Athletics 
program.

E. Drachman ’20 (above) is one of many students who swims out of school.

travel for a tougher playoff draw. 
When the playoffs are not guaran-

teed, every regular season game feels 
like a must-win. You can’t afford to 
not fully show up, or you will fall out 
of the playoff race and face elimina-
tion. That’s a motivation that cannot 
be matched with fear of a difficult 
seeding.

Anything can happen in the play-
offs; it’s only a one game sample 
size of a match-up. A bad team can 
catch lightning in a bottle and win 
the championship, or the clear best 
team can lose to a lesser team that 
they overlooked. It’s important that 
the team who finishes with the best 
record isn’t automatically crowned 
champions. It’s equally crucial to 
fair play that teams get adequately 

An audio speaker in the fitness 
room where students can play their 
music has existed since its construc-
tion in 2001. While short term ban-
ning of the speaker has occurred 
countless times, this past December 
marks the first banning where the end 
date is unknown. 

The way Park students were us-
ing the speaker was completely dis-
respectful and the Athletic Directors 
were justified in their decision to 
confiscate it. 

Students would blast their mu-
sic, preventing faculty with offices 
in the Athletic Center from getting 
their work done. And despite being 
asked countless times to turn it down, 
the message never seemed to stick. 
On one occasion, Athletic Director, 
Robin Lowe received multiple com-
plaints from staff trying to work. “I 

can’t hear myself think,” said Dan 
Lopez, Athletic Trainer. 

Furthermore, Lowe pointed out 
that an unproductive and inconsider-
ate fitness room culture had formed 

We need to work out an agreement in the weight room

among some students. 
The sexually explicit and loud 

music drew some students into the 
space to hang out instead of work out. 
This caused overcrowding, especially 

by LAYLA HODGE ’19

rewarded for their regular season ef-
forts. 

Tournaments are fun, and that 
is mainly because as a sports soci-
ety we love to see underdogs do the 
unimaginable. That is not what is 
happening in the IAAM. David vs. 
Goliath sports stories are only cre-
ated through the underdog displaying 
some level of competency during the 
season. Even UMBC had to win their 
conference championship before up-
setting Virginia.

By allowing everyone a chance in 
the playoffs, the IAAM is discrediting 
its best teams by also allowing losing 
teams into the tournament. Regard-
less of how easy of a match-up it is, a 
nearly win-less team should not even 
have the chance to eliminate a nearly 

undefeated team. Good teams should 
be rewarded through a narrowing of 
the field.

The qualifying teams should ide-
ally be the teams who achieve a win-
ning record. Although some years this 
won’t be possible, this usually means 
that half the league would qualify for 
the playoffs. 

Any teams in the bottom half of 
their conference should not be given 
the opportunity to unjustly win the 
championship.

Although I want nothing more 
than to play in the MIAA B-Confer-
ence Baseball playoffs, I realize that’s 
not best for the league and wouldn’t 
be fair to the teams who earned their 
spots. It’s time for the IAAM to real-
ize the same.

on days when Rob Slade taught his 
gym class. 

Lowe described the mentality as, 
“I can just say what I want and be in 
here and take up space.”  

One major incident that Rob Slade 
recalled was when he had to repeat-
edly ask people not in his gym class 
to turn the music down and be re-
spectful. They failed to listen. 

After the speaker was banned, 
Lowe and her colleagues saw that 
culture drastically fade away. 

Having out loud music in the fit-
ness room isn’t all bad. The problem 
is the way students were abusing it. 

Frequent fitness room user, Lisa 
Sandson, believes that listening to 
lyrics as a group increases individual 
motivation to exercise. 

Another student commented they 
feel working out to silence is slightly 
awkward. 

Having music playing also adds 

a social component to exercising, 
which could make more people ex-
cited to use the fitness room.  Work-
out programs across the country use 
music to motivate clients.

If students can agree to use the 
speaker respectfully–clean music at 
a reasonable level–they should be 
allowed another chance. However, 
students can’t expect the faculty to 
just give them the speaker back. They 
need to prove they deserve it. 

By drafting a fitness room agree-
ment that clarifies those conditions, 
students could prove to the faculty 
their commitment to change for the 
better. 

Furthermore, without loud, ex-
plicit music, the less productive and 
inconsiderate culture Lowe described 
would be far less likely to develop, 
as students not working out would 
not be drawn to the fitness room for 
social reasons. 

photo by  Noam Borgnia ’20
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by CALLIE KROSIN ’21, 
JACOB PERES ’21, and 
QUINN SEIDENMAN ’21

THREE 
POINTER

For the first time in the history of 
professional sports, an athlete was 

selected in the first round of the National 
Football League and Major League Base-
ball drafts; quarterback and outfielder Ky-
ler Murray was taken by both the Arizona 
Cardinals and Oakland Athletics. 

Growing up, he split his time practicing 
the vastly different games, and although he 
was competing against peers who special-
ized in either football or baseball, he was 
still able to excel in both. 

He is a professional example of what 
Park students should be doing: playing 
more than one sport. Although Kyler Mur-
ray isn’t exactly comparable to the typical 
Park student-athlete, he provides the only 
evidence needed to say that playing, and 
thriving, in more than one sport is com-
pletely possible. 

Multisport athletes at Park may not be 
going first overall in their sports’ profes-
sional drafts (yet), but, they are essential to 
the success of our athletic program.

Large schools can afford to have their 
players specialize in a single sport because 
they have such a large pool of student 
athletes. However unfortunate it may be, 
smaller athletic programs confront a differ-
ent reality: in order to remain competitive, 
there must be multi-sport athletes. 

Coaches, too, want their athletes to play 
multiple sports. Many skills translate from 
sport to sport, such as hand-eye coordina-
tion, teamwork, and physical fitness.

Participating in multiple sports not only 
helps the Park Athletics program, but it is 
also better for the health of athletes. 

Using the same muscles over and over 
from a young age can harm the athlete. 
For example, the amount of baseball-only 
high school players has increased tremen-
dously since 2000.  Consequently, so have 
the amount of Tommy John surgeries—a 
procedure to fix elbow problems caused 
by arm overuse—performed on kids under 
18 years old. 

The main reason for playing multiple 
sports, however, has little to do with over-
using muscles, translating skills, or the size 
of our student body. The majority of Park 
athletes’ competitive careers end with their 
last high school game. With this in mind, 
specializing in one sport limits the diver-
sity of valuable experiences that different 
teams, coaches and sports provide.

Jonathan Kaplan ’19

CF

12 H |13 R | 9 BB

SPRING WRAP-UPS

In  a rematch of last year’s championship, 
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse lost a tightly contested 
semi-final matchup with Mercy High School. 
Coming off their second-place, 2018 season, 
the Bruins stormed through regular season 
play, finishin at 9-3 and second overall in the 
conference. Thier offense thrived throughout 
th season, leading the conference with 165 
goals and carrying the Brown and White to 
victories in eight of their last nine regular 

Girls’ Lax falls in semi-finals
by AIDAN PARKS ’21 season games. 

The season had no shortage of excitement, 
as nine games, including the 13-12 playoff 
heartbreaker on May 8, were decided by three 
or fewer goals. “This year the league can go to 
anybody. There are a lot of good teams, and I 
think everyone matches up differently, but be-
ing able to win the close games will decide the 
season,” Becca Frank ’21 said. 

The Bruins graduate four important seniors, 
but will undoubetly be hungry to get over the 
playoff hump next season.

Baseball gets first win since 2017

Down 4-0 in the bottom of the fifth, their 
April 30 matchup with the St, John’s Vikings 
seemed like it would be another chapter in a 
winless season. Instead, the Bruins rallied,  put 
runs together, and with a seventh inning slide 
into home plate from senior captain Jonathan 
Kaplan, collected their first victory in two full 
seasons. 

Even with that triumph, it’s hard o describe 
the 2019 baseball season as anything but a dis-
appointment. The Bruins finished with a 1-17 
record, losing by an average score of 2-14.

by JACOB PERES ’21 Games rarely lasted the full seven innings, 
as they were usually cut short due to the 10 run 
Mercy Rule enforced after five innings. 

Having only won a single game since 2017 
in the Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Asso-
ciation (MIAA) B-conference, perhaps a drop 
to the C-conference is on the horizon. 

Sophomore outfielder Zach Mittelman, how-
ever, prefers to stay in the B-conference. 

“It’s really hard losing so much, but the 
competition in B-conference is good for us.” 

The team continues to be optimistic through-
out this extended rough patch as they look to 
build this year’s victory into more in the future.

Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse faced adversity early 
when starting goalie Jordan Blum ’20 was lost 
for the year due to an arm injury suffered in 
their second game of the season. Still, with 
midfielder and former middle school goalie 
Will Tucker ’19 between the pipes, the team 
finished among the top three defensive units 
in the conference. “Instead of getting discour-
aged, we came together and decided to fight for 

Defending MIAA B-Conference champi-
ons Boys’ Varsity Tennis is facing a tougher 
conference than last year. Severn and Arch-
bishop Spalding, who lost one and two games 
respectively last season, have taken over as the 
conference leaders. Beth Tfiloh also saw major 
improvements this season, going from the bot-
tom of the conference to the upper echelon.  

“The season is going well. We can contend 

Sydney Lowe ’19

Career 
Card

4 Seasons |157 Goals | 177 Assists 

R. Bradley ’20

Midfield

12 Games | 23 Goals

Tennis struggles to defend title
by QUINN SEIDENMAN ’21 for a repeat title,” Jacob Hirschhorn ’21 said.

The Bruins struggled to establish themselves 
as a serious contender in the conference, but 
took care of business against St. Mary’s, Arch-
bishop Curley, and Glenelg Country School. 

It’s difficult to distinguish whether this 
year’s regression stems from departures of last 
year’s leaders or just a more difficult confer-
ence. The team enters its singles tournament 
having missed the team playoffs with a record 
of  3-5.   

Boys’ Lax goes out on a high note
by GEFEN NUSINOV ’21 Jordan,” the senior captain said. 

The team continued to play hard for wins in 
their conference, but close losses early in the 
season left the group on the outside looking 
in for the playoffs. Despite being out of con-
tention, the Bruins continued to fight, coming 
back from a five goal, second half deficit to beat 
Friends on the road in their final game. Though 
the team graduates seven seniors, it returns its 
five leading goal scorers from this year, leaving 
plenty to be optimistic about for 2020. 

Softball returns to championship
by ZACHARY STERN ’19

Despite their early season struggles, Girls’ 
Varsity Softball has captured lighting in a bottle 
at the exact right time. The Bruins followed up 
last year’s near undefeated season with a 2-5 
regular season record. 

In the quarterfinals. the girls snuck by the 
third seesed Institue of Notre Dame in eight 
innings, winning by a score of 12-10. They 

continued their upset tour on Thursday, May 
9, beating second seeded Oldfields--whom they 
hasd been mercy ruled by earlier in the season-
-by a score of 19-9.

The Bruins haven’t made any major changes 
to their gameplan or lineup heading into the 
playoffs, which makes their late season run even 
more surpising. 

The Bruins take on undefeated Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in the championship on May 11.

Kyler Murray 
is the ideal 
Park athlete
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