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Jazz Collective performs in New Orleans
by JACOB HIRSCHHORN ’21 

INSIDE THE  POSTSCRIPT
Sophomore Eric Smith shares his opinion 
on takeaways and next steps from the recent 
history department town hall discussion.

Read a collection of essays written for col-
lege application season by seniors Dash 
Silberg, Bella Johnson, and Becky Scott.

Jacob Peres ’21 selects the best sports mo-
ments of the last ten years, including Player 
of the  Decade and Team of the Decade.

THE POSTSCRIPT
Returning alumni share life stories

Male Discussion Group, more 
commonly referred to at Park as 
‘Male Group,’ is a club that arose 
from the 2019 WOKE Day affinity 
group discussions. 

“The discussion we had that day 
seemed like something every teen-
age boy should talk about, but al-
most none of us had,” Jack Meyers 
’20 said. 

This year, Meyers, Ben Inglesby 
’20, and I, along with help from sci-
ence teacher Elliott Huntsman, John 
Kessinger (history), and Co-Director 
of College Counseling Matt Hanni-
bal, started Male Discussion Group 
to allow male-identifying students to 
look inward and consider their iden-
tity at school, as well as their role in 
the wider community, in new ways.

 Recently, the club watched The 
Mask You Live In, a 2015 documenta-
ry by director Jennifer Newsom. The 
film switches back and forth between 
adult males sharing personal stories 
and psychology professionals sharing 
results from studies as well as their 
own theories. 

The leaders of Male Discussion 
Group thought it was important to 
host a viewing and discussion, “to 
show the wider community that the 
group is not just a boys’ club and that 
we are discussing serious topics,” 
Huntsman said.

 One scene from the Newsom 
film shown at a recent discussion 
portrayed an activity for high school-
aged males. About 10 males took 
paper masks, and on the front wrote 
the aspects of their personality they 
openly show while in school, and on 
the back, parts they don’t show. 

On the back of almost every mask 
were emotional terms such as pain, 
anger, and sadness. 

The viewing was followed by 
questions about masks people felt 
they wore at Park. Almost every-
body had an answer, and almost ev-
eryone had at least one emotion they 
wouldn’t want all of the school or 
even their friends to see. 

Another scene involved intoxica-
tion and party culture. The documen-
tary had a lot of statistics about how 
males start drinking at a younger age 
than females typically, and are much 
more likely to “binge drink.” 

What stood out most were the sup-
posed reasons for why these destruc-
tive behaviors occur. 

MALE GROUP
DISCUSSES
FILM ON TOXIC
MASCULINITY

by GRIFFIN ANGEL ’21 

see Male Discussion Group pg. 3

On December 20, the last day be-
fore Winter Break, Park alumni came 
to speak to students about their ca-
reers. This was the second consecu-
tive year that this program, Paths 
After Park, occurred. 

Twenty nine alumni returned, and 
five more connected via videolinks. 
In an email from the Alumni office, 
speakers were asked to “share [their] 
life experiences with students and 
shed some light on what life after 
Park may look like.” 

The idea for Paths After Park 
was originally thought up by Up-
per School Dean of Students Traci 
Wright. 

Wright discussed the program 
with Alumni Director Pailin Gaith-
er intermittently for several years, 
and finally, in 2018, they decided 
to launch it. “[Wright] could moti-
vate the Upper School students and I 
could bring all of the resources of the 
Alumni office,” Gaither said.

Both Wright and Gaither served 
on the planning committee for this 
year’s event, which was composed of 
both faculty members and students. 

The role of the committee was “to 
imagine what categories we wanted 
to have sessions for, to brainstorm 
who the people are in the alumni 
community who can fulfill those [cat-
egories], and then to do the outreach 
– bring everybody in,” Gaither said. 

Once the list was finalized, stu-
dents signed up for the talks that most 

interested them, and the schedule was 
made with the help of Registrar Dor-
rie Bright.

The day started off with introduc-
tions, then a short talk by Dale Beran 
’99. Beran spoke about his work as 
a freelance journalist and cartoonist. 

Students split up and went to 
smaller sessions with the various 
alumni. After three sessions, students 
returned to the theater for a panel of 
four alumni: Jamie DeMarco ’11, 
Kelsey Parks Smith ’13, Phil Porter 
’05, and Lyn Meyerhoff ’09.

“There weren’t many guidelines 
for the speakers,” Selby Eline ’21, 
one of the two students on the plan-
ning committee, said. Alumni were 

asked to speak on “everything from 
what they do in their careers, to how 
they got there, to how Park contrib-
uted to that,” Gaither said. 

“We invited them to share their 
life experiences with students and 
shed some light on what life after 
school may look like.”

Leah Shapiro ’12 attended the 
event. She spoke about her journey  
in media which eventaully landed her 
a her career in the TV industry as a 
casting agent. 

“I was excited to be a part of this 
event because I knew it was some-
thing I would have loved to experi-
ence when I was a student,” Shapiro 
said. “I felt this was a great opportu-

nity to speak more generally about 
the many different possibilities after 
Park.” 

“I hope [the students] were able to 
see that there are so many possibili-
ties and directions their lives could 
take and they have time to explore 
and figure that out,” Shapiro said. 

This was a theme that many 
alumni spoke to, especially during the 
panel. It was also one of the goals of 
the planning committee.

“We want to give [students] the 
opportunity to see how life can de-
velop after Park,” Gaither said, “but 
also to show that, as many alumni 
testified, it’s not a linear path, and 
that’s good.”

by AARON HIRSCHHORN ’21 

For a second consecutive year, alumni returned to campus to talk to students about their lives,  
discussing careers in business, advocacy, journalism, the law, arts, technology, and more.

Film reviews include Queen and Slim by 
Caitlin Joseph ’20, Star Wars by Tyler LaBor-
wit ’20, and Cats by Brandon Zayon ’22

photos courtesy Communications

January 8 to 11, the Park Jazz 
Collective, a 12 member varsity jazz 
ensemble, went to New Orleans to 
participate in a conference hosted by 
the national Jazz Education Network. 

Three teachers and three parents 
also went: Upper School Music Chair 
Adele Dinerstein, Middle School mu-
sic teacher Maeve Royce, and K-12 
music teacher Chris Peterson; parent 
chaperones were Debbie Greenberg, 
Jason Cohen, and Richard Fuss.

At the conference, the faculty 
members gave a presentation on the 
music department’s process-based 
jazz education. “Maeve, Chris, and 
I ran a workshop about Park’s ap-
proach to teaching jazz,” Dinerstein 
said. 

Originally, only Dinerstein, 
Royce, and Peterson were going 
to attend the conference. However, 
when they saw that there was an op-
portunity for the students to perform, 
they took it. 

“We augmented the group, add-
ing a trumpet player, a vocalist, and 

another percussionist to make 12.” 
PJC performed a set of four songs, 

receiving critiques and suggestions 
about their playing.

At the conference, the group lis-
tened to presentations about jazz and 
watched professional jazz musicians 
perform. 

“The presentations ranged from 
topics about jazz in general, soloing 
techniques or stylistic choices, jazz 
history, more specific instrument 
analysis and workshops,” Lance 

Greenberg said. 
“At night there were professional 

shows from groups such as The Dirty 
Dozen Brass Band, the Preservation 
Hall Legacy Band, Victor Wooten 
and Steve Bailey.”

After hours, the group explored 
the city, travelling through the French 
Quarter, visiting the Jazz Museum, 
and Bourbon Street. “We turned the 
corner onto the street, and an entire 
brass band started playing,” Cohen, 
said. “They had drawn a crowd of 

about 60 people on a corner ... they 
blew me away with their talent.”

The Louisiana trip was a first for 
PJC but not the first trip PJC has 
taken. In 2007, the group went to 
perform at a jazz festival at the Uni-
versity of North Texas. “The trip to 
Texas was concentrated completely 
on performance, [but] this trip had 
higher quality offerings for work-
shops and presentations,” Dinerstein 
said.

“We chose this year to go [be-
cause] New Orleans is the origin city 
of jazz, and has many significant jazz 
landmarks,” Greenberg said. 

The group self-funded the trip. 
“We fundraised at Saturday in the 
Park, Goldsoundz, and Rivalry day,” 
Dinerstein said. “Our main fundrais-
er, though, [was] our performance at 
Germano’s [in Little Italy, Baltimore 
a week before the trip].”

The students learned a lot and the 
teacher workshop was also a success. 
“New Orleans was a great experience 
to bond with the members of PJC, and 
meet professional musicians from 
around the country,” Greenberg said.

The Park Jazz Collective (PJC) members are seniors Michael Foster, Kath-
erine Shock, and Aaron Sterling; juniors Jonas Cohen, Vivie Eteme, Jesse 
Feller-Kopman, Nathan Fuss, Lance Greenberg, Sam Keleman, Luis Quin-
tero, and Darya Zarfeshan; and freshman Rebekah Geller.

photo courtesy Park Jazz Collective
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A couple quick notes: our feelings are real, 
and I have great compassion for those of us 
feeling negative emotions at any point in life; 
those feelings and emotions are quite real 
for us. Also, I write below specifically about 
emotional responses to non-touch interactions 
between people. 

In their editorial in the December Post-
script, Talia and Bella’s compassion and sup-
port for the female students and teachers at 
Park came through loud and clear. Their lan-
guage was positive and powerful, and their 
appreciation for the Park community was 
obvious. Twice in their editorial, however, 
they used a phrase that I think belittles our 
capacity as humans to experience freedom and 
fulfillment no matter the circumstances of our 
lives, and it unknowingly promotes a culture 
of victimization and constrained emotional 
responses to people and events.  

They write “whomever has made you feel 
uncomfortable and unintelligent” 
and “regardless of how we may 
have been made to feel.” While 
this is a common way of describ-
ing a seeming stimulus-response 
experience of our feelings/emo-
tions, I have found that it is an 
inaccurate view: our emotions 
are actually much more subjec-
tive than we give them credit for. 
In fact, in nearly all cases, our 
negative emotions are more a result of us tak-
ing things personally than someone actually 
hurting us. More than any external stimulus, 
it’s our own perspective that typically causes 
us emotional pain.

For a perhaps too simplistic example of 
how our perspective determines our emotions, 
consider that we all know students who would 
be very disappointed with themselves if they 
scored a B on an assignment, while another 
would be immensely proud of themselves for 
earning that B in the same subject.

Our feelings are the result of our own think-
ing (verbal thinking, visual thinking, etc.), not 
the result of an external stimulus. Said another 
way, no one can make you feel (emotionally) 
any way about anything. Someone’s actions 
can tend to lead us to feeling certain ways, 
but those feelings are more a result of our cul-
ture than someone’s objective power over our 
feelings. Consider a friend who, like our boy 
Eminem, just doesn’t give a ****. At some 
level, most of us admire people who can let 
anything roll off their back without getting 
emotionally impacted.

Culturally, we tend to associate certain 
stimuli from other people (anger and conde-
scension, for example) with certain feelings 
(discomfort and inferiority), but that’s only 
because we have cultural judgements about 
those stimuli (anger is inappropriate, conde-
scension is dominating).

We are never actually constrained to feel 
any specific way no matter how the world and 
its people and things are showing up to us. 
Ever. 

This is kind of a revolutionary idea, and I 
suspect that most of us would disagree with it 
at face value – I certainly do at times! How-
ever, learning and experiencing where our 
feelings really come from is immensely free-
ing. The access to that freedom, believe it or 
not, is responsibility: taking responsibility for 
our experience and the thinking that guides 

it; taking responsibility for our reactions, and 
for our judgments about ourselves or others; 
taking responsibility for our innate well-being, 
spiritual wholeness, and our capacity to be 
free regardless of the circumstances; and tak-
ing responsibility for how the world and its 
people occur to us.

To be clear, I’m not suggesting that tak-
ing responsibility and living without taking 
things personally is easy – it takes practice! 
I’m also not suggesting that your thoughts and 
feelings are your fault. What you think and 
what you feel are valid. You are not to blame 
for any of it. When we feel belittled, inferior, 
or fearful, each of those feelings is valid and 
understandable; if we were in your shoes, most 
of us would feel that way too. Please don’t read 
this message as saying that your feelings are 
invalid or that you are wrong for feeling them. 

Last year in one of my Core 9 sections, 
I was struggling to keep the class on task 
one day. It was clearly their fault too – if 
only they’d get focused! I then remembered 

a nugget of truth I heard once: 
whenever I’m frustrated or 
upset, there’s something I’m 
avoiding being responsible for. 
So we came together as a class 
to figure out how to get back 
on track together. It was a great 
conversation, and though the 
class continued to struggle with 
focus throughout the semester, 
at least I wasn’t getting frus-

trated with them any longer.
What I’m suggesting is that taking respon-

sibility for our lives and our experience can 
be immensely freeing. Nelson Mandela said 
that “with freedom comes responsibility.” I’m 
suggesting to you, as it has been suggested to 
me, that with responsibility comes freedom.

The more I come to understand the nature 
of my experience of life, the more fascinated 
I become by the workings of this biological 
machine and the spirit that inhabits it. Who 
we are is so much more than who we think 
we are. Who we are is so much more than the 
stories we (or others) tell about ourselves, so 
much more than the memories and judgments 
and ideas that occupy our thoughts. 

It’s a gift that only we can give ourselves: 
I want us all to experience the freedom felt by 
taking responsibility for our lives. I want us 
all to own it all. 

And a pretty great side benefit is that when 
we take responsibility for all of it, we also 
give others a little bit more freedom. It’s a 
responsible, compassionate teacher who takes 
responsibility for his impacts on you, and it’s a 
responsible and compassionate peer who takes 
responsibility for her impacts on others. At 
some point, we all knowingly or unknowingly 
lead another person to shrink a little in spirit; 
we are responsible and compassionate when 
we apologize and own it. 

I think that a teacher who has led you to 
feel insecure, inferior, or emotionally un-
comfortable is responsible for that due to the 
nature of teacher-student relationships. I also 
think that we always have the power to take 
responsibility for our own experience, not as 
blame, shame, guilt, or pride, but as an access 
to freedom and empowerment. Reach out to 
a teacher whom you feel has belittled you; 
they’re almost certainly unaware and would 
be both grateful and regretful to hear about it.

I fully stand for a safe, satisfying, and en-
joyable Park experience for all of us. 
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“Please don’t 
read this message 
as saying that your 
feelings are inval-
id or that you are 
wrong for feeling 
them.”

This is our ‘Decade in Review’ issue. 
Throughout the process of writing, editing, and 
laying in the paper, we have been reflecting on 
what message we wanted to send. Following 
are the messages we felt were most urgent for 
us all to keep in mind. Some are new ideas, 
and others have been ongoing, if slow-moving 
projects for many years. Let’s be a progressive 
school and make some progress.

1. Sustainability as a priority
The Sustainability Committee and emis-

sions report might seem like good steps, but 
they existed eight years ago, and have been 
defunct until very recently. The Upper School 
basically backslid for a decade in terms of tak-
ing action and having a sustained discussion, 
even as the climate crisis worsened. Let’s make 
this decade one of urgency and forward prog-
ress; don’t let Resident Writer Elizabeth Kol-
bert’s warnings be to no avail. Climate Change 
Committee meets Mondays at X. 

2. Hiring and retaining more teachers 
of color

This is said every year, but it seems like 
very little progress has been made. It should 
not be acceptable for students go years and 
years without having any teachers who look 
like them. In “We need a more diverse student 
body and faculty,” in the March 7, 2018 issue, 
Cici Osias ’19 wrote “... of the approximately 
50 classes I have taken here, only seven have 
been taught by a person of color. Just two of 
those seven classes were taught by a black 
teacher. Never in my life have I had a teacher 
who looks like me: black and female.”

In the “This is What it Looks Like: Com-
munities of Color” FACA (Faculty and Cur-
ricular Advancement) from this past summer, 
dozens of suggestions were made for ways to 
hire and retain faculty of color. For instance: 
Listen more actively to students and teachers of 
color. Share job listings more widely. Actively 

recruit teachers of color. 
Don’t let these suggestions disappear into 

the ether like so many FACA recommendations 
seem to. An especially crucial line from the 
report: “In order to not overburden each faculty 
of color, everyone needs to be involved in this 
work.”

Additionally, see “We are struggling to re-
tain faculty of color” by Lizzie Kane ’18, from 
the May 4, 2018 issue for concrete suggestions.

3. Follow up on the data that prompted 
Core 9

In the 2016-17 school year, the science de-
partment gathered demographic data about the 
math and science departments. Disparities were 
found in who was taking the upper level classes 
and electives along gender and race lines. The 
science department took this data seriously, and 
created a new curriculum (the Core program) 
designed to eliminate these disparities. It is yet 
to be seen if the new curriculum will be ef-
fective. More data must be taken in the future. 

The math department has not changed any-
thing in reaction to the data, which is now sev-
eral years old. New data on math class demo-
graphics must be taken, as disparities in STEM 
education cannot be tolerated at this school.

4. Realize when invitational culture isn’t 
the end all, be all

Many students in our school are not using 
the opportunities that are handed to us. We want 
to see more involvement as a community. Our 
invitational culture, though one of the pillars of 
our school, lends for idling and does not nec-
essarily help enlighten the students. Freedom 
to choose is unquestionably powerful, but we 
believe that more students should participate 
in clubs during free blocks rather than just let-
ting the time pass until their next class. Making 
activities mandatory will defeat their purpose. 
Instead, club leaders should promote their clubs 
more often to the student body.
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Freshmen start test prep club

Inglesby, Collazo, and Blum host diverse array of  talent in assembly

The documentary film the group watched as-
serted that intoxication is often used as the only 
way some males can find male to male intimacy 
without feeling emasculated or embarassed.

The relative truth of this contention caused 
the group to discuss a lot of tough questions 
about their own experiences in male to male 
relationships and how students actually see in-
timacy expressed in popular culture.

The group generally agreed that the problem  
of conformity to narrow definitions of accept-
able intimacy among males is another theme 

Movie night sparks discussion
For a long while, the old Mentors program at 

Park involved Upper School students mentoring 
those in the Middle School. 

“Students enjoyed working with Middle 
Schoolers and being part of it,” Director of 
Middle and Upper School Counseling and Well-
ness Krista Dhruv said. However, based on the 
[mental] health survey Upper School students 
took in the 2018-2019 school year, the com-
munity needed assistance in areas which the 
old program did not cover very well. 

“We decided that we [needed] a new focus 
for the program, based on the [mental] health 
survey,” Dhruv said.

The new program remains mentor to mentee. 
However, Upper Schoolers will mentor each 
other. According to Dhruv, the initiative was 
“funded by the Thomas O’Neill grant program.” 

The program has two main focuses. One is 
that “asking for help [be] seen as a strength, 
not a vulnerability,” Dhruv said. She hopes that 
changing the perception of asking for help will 
allow students to help themselves in a safe and 
healthy manner. The other new goal was “build-
ing capacity for strength and resilience.” 

On top of this, Dhruv mentioned that many 
Park students are [already] healthy, but how 
negatives can often take attention from positives 
and create a sense of false norms.

This new program endeavors to inspire focus 
on the success of the community as a whole and 
increase “awareness about the healthy majority 
at Park.” 

Increasing awareness about the positive and 
changing perceptions around asking for help are 
the main goals of this new program, and Dhruv 
hopes it will be a successful and lasting fit for 
Park School, now and in the future.

During the Student Government’s town hall 
discussion last month, concerns were raised 
about how the unconventional Park education 
might be putting at risk students’ performance 
on mandatory standardized testing.

Heeding the concerns of students, John 
Apostolo ’23 and Noah Fotenos ’23 offer a 
solution that fits the school’s progressive phi-
losophy. “The students requested it, so [we] the 
students are creating it. That is very much in line 
with Park’s ideals,” Apostolo said. 

Together, they began a standardized test prep 
club (focused on the infamous SAT and ACT 
tests) in January, following Winter Break. Meet-
ing Tuesdays at X block, Apostolo and Fotenos 
are aiming to, according to Apostolo, “create a 
quality space for everyone to come together and 
study for the tests.” 

January 10 was Sally Hunsinger’s last 
day managing the School Store. Hunsinger 
is moving on to work with her husband, and 
her quips and quick wit will be dearly missed 
by all. The school is currently looking for 
her replacement, and Lauri Caplan is filling 
in temporarily. 

Neighborhood Revitalization Club went 
to Clifton Mansion on Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day this year. They were assigned a lot 
clean-up task, and worked closely with the 
local community from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Members below work on removing debris  
from a garden.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New mentors program on the way

Revitilization club volun-
teers on MLK Jr. DayHunsinger leaves store

This year’s Park’s Got Talent as-
sembly on December 18 featured 
many outstanding performances, 
from poetry readings, to musical 
performances, to stand up comedy. 
In addition, Ben Inglesby ’20, Gabe 
Collazo ’20, and Jordan Blum ’20 
made for entertaining and informa-
tive emcees. 

The third place winner was Upper 
School Administrative Assistant Kate 
Davidson, singing “Keeping Out of 
Mischief.” 

Second place went to Josie Eteme 
’22 and Vivie Eteme ’21 for perform-
ing “The Christmas Song.” 

The first place winner was a per-
formance of “Tornado of Souls” by 
Liam Arnold ’23, Eli Fox ’23, Luke 
West ’22, and Roan O’Brien ’24.

 While these three acts were the 
formal winners, there were many 
other students with amazing talents.

The show featured four judges: 
history teacher John Kessinger, 
French teacher Sofia Park, Claudia 
Henry ’20, and Liam Olsson ’20. It 
opened with a heartwarming per-
formance of “Come and Get Your 
Love” by Penny Celtnieks ’22, Ava 
Kowalski ’22, and Ella Reiner ’23. 
The upbeat song and cheery trio was 
the perfect way to kick off Park’s Got 
Talent.

Arnold, West, Fox, and O’Brien 
performed a cover of “Tornado of 

He also added that his band is 
planning on performing at Gold-
soundz, and that everyone who is 
interested should come and listen to 
some more of their music.

The next performer was Addie 
Beavers ’23, singing an original 
song called “Fool” while playing the 
guitar. Her performance was very 
impressive, and she mentioned that 
although she has been creating origi-
nal songs for a few years, the Park’s 
got Talent assembly had been her first 
time performing one. 

Beavers made sure that she was 
prepared for the assembly by taking 
lots of time to perfect her song, as 
well as practicing it with other peo-
ple. “I played it through a few times 
for my family just to make sure that 
it was all sounding good and to see 
if there were a few different things 
that I could do with it,” she said. “I 
was really nervous but thankfully, I 
surround myself with a lot of really 
supportive people who are really en-
couraging, so I was able to find my 
confidence.” 

Next up, Upper School arts 
teacher Christine Tillman did what 
she does best: explain how to make 
art! She revealed her uncanny abil-
ity to create huge paper snowflakes 
before demonstrating the process, 
step by step. She not only gave the 
crowd all of her best tips and tricks, 
but also explained the history behind 
paper snowflakes. She even handed 
the finished product out to someone 

Souls,” which included a very memo-
rable electric guitar solo by Arnold. 
He has only been playing the guitar 
for just over two years, but mentioned 
that he wasn’t nervous to perform at 
the assembly, and that he and his band 
members already knew the song well 
and were comfortable performing it.

Fox, as the vocalist, did an incred-
ible job as well. He mentioned that he 
has a lot of experience with singing, 
saying: “I’ve been singing my whole 
life in Park choirs and [Lower School 
chorus] Soundwaves, but it wasn’t 
until I started getting more serious 
in the arts that I began to train my 
voice.” 

He and his band have always had 
an interest in rock music, although it 
can be nerve wracking to perform. 
“I don’t usually get stage fright be-
cause I perform a lot, but everytime 
I perform a rock song in general I get 
nervous that it won’t be appreciated. 
Thankfully, it was,” Fox said. 

that might be examined by a broader school 
community. 

The most recent discussions of the club dur-
ing lunch block have taken this direction: can 
the important ideas raised in the trusting space 
of the Male Discussion Group be taken up by 
the larger community to consider?

The club members mostly agreed that they 
would like to revisit these psychological and 
sociological gendered observations in the near 
future through a deeper discussion with an even 
wider group. 

The Mask You Live In is available online.

Male Discussion Group from pg. 1

The clubs faculty advisors are English teach-
er Angela Balcita, who will assist students in 
preparing for the reading and writing portions 
of the tests, and math teacher Katherine Socha, 
who will assist with the math portions. 

However, all faculty members are invited to 
the club as “guest speakers” for other special-
ized instruction. 

When the group convenes, club members or 
visitors will be led through a beginning lesson, 
followed by practice, and then free time where 
they may study what they wish or complete 
portions of a practice test. 

Apostolo and Fotenos are excited for the 
rest of the semester and hope to continue “an 
energetic environment of like-minded people,” 
Apostolo said. 

The duo invite anyone and everyone to 
the club to come eat lunch and prepare for the 
daunting tests. 

by KWABE OSEI ’23

 by NORI LEYBENGRUB ’21

in the audience!
Danny Menton ’22 attempted to 

eat a donut as slowly as possible, 
which got some laughs out of the 
audience. After that, Aaron Sterling 
’20 performed a heartfelt rendition of  
“When the Party’s Over,” with Claire 
Charlow ’22 on the piano. Next, math 
teacher Demara Austin read some of 
her poetry, with topics such as a Pride 
Parade she attended in Washington 
D.C.Two musical numbers came later 
in the talent show. We saw Davidson 
perform “Keeping out of Mischief,” 
in which she graced the crowd with 
her amazing vocals and fun inter-
pretation of the song. Then, Addy 
Claybour ’20 and Naomi Brotman 
’20 sang “Loathing,” from the musi-

by ALINA GLASS ’22 
LEAH PICKUS ’22

cal Wicked. Claybour and Brotman’s 
chemistry onstage coupled with the 
song’s witty lyrics made for an excit-
ing performance. 

Park’s Got Talent ended on a high 
note with the Eteme sisters singing 
“The Christmas Song,” with Vivie 
Eteme on the piano. The festive song 
and the sisters’ gorgeous vocals left 
the members of the audience with 
warm hearts — the perfect way to 
wrap up Park’s Got Talent. 

Westley Lipitz ’20 cracked a few 
jokes and Nick LeBlanc ’20 won the 
“Cutest Kid in High School” award 
while the judges conferred. The an-
nouncement of the winners marked 
the end of Park’s Got Talent 2019, 
an all-around great show!

Arts teacher Christine Tillman 
demonstrated how to make giant 
paper snowflakes.

Sisters Josie ’22 and Vivie Eteme ’21 performed a classic Christmas duet, 
and were among the crowd favorites at the final Wednesday assembly 
before the winter break.

all photos courtesy Communications

On Monday, January 20, the members of Neighborhood Revitilization Club helped 
clear fallen trees and other debris from a city community lot.

photo courtesy Segun Olagunju
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The Student Diversity Leader-
ship Conference in Seattle in early 
December reaffirmed my belief in 
the benefit of affinity spaces. These 
are locations where groups of peo-
ple are drawn together because of a 
shared core cultural identifier. Affin-
ity groupings not only bring about 
productive conversation, but psycho-
logical comfort.

One of the first activities at the 
conference was to form an affinity 
group family and to get to know oth-
ers with whom you can immediately 
identify. SDLC demonstrated the 
value of creating an outlet where not 
only students of color, but students 
of color in predominantly white in-
stitutions (PWIs), can congregate, 
unwind, and share experiences and 
stories that are understood by and 
relatable to their peers. That in itself 
is a reason to attend this conference. 

For me personally, it is reassuring 
to be in a space where I am finally 
a member of the majority and feel 
that my experiences are genuinely 
understood. 

Meeting young black students 
from PWIs with similar backgrounds 
and stories was truly a mind-altering 

experience. Not only did I realize that 
there are other people who have lived 
my adversity and similar experienc-
es, but that these people are great in 
numbers and span the entire country. 

SDLC was a unique way to dis-
cover and examine the lenses I look 
through, but more importantly the 
lenses I don’t look through. From 
race to gender to religion to socio-
economic background, these lenses 
are our cultures, our experiences, and 
our upbringings. They are the way we 
see and interact with the world, but 
they can also be blinding at times. 

We can create a tunnel vision 
when we only focus on our lenses, 
thereby unwittingly dismissing the 
experiences of others. SDLC taught 
me the importance of recognizing 
these identifiers, because though 
some may not greatly impact my life, 
they impact the lives of others. 

I heard personal stories about top-
ics that had never even crossed my 
mind, experiences which have given 
me new insight into the subjects of 
race, identity, and American culture. 
I realized how much more accepting 
we could be if we acknowledged the 
lenses of others. There is always a 
broader lens, a bigger story to some-
one. 

“It’s so much fun.” 
“It’s a life-changing experience.” 
“You should definitely go.”
 There was so much positive feed-

back from previous participants of the 
Student Diversity Leadership Con-
ference that, after pushing aside the 
opportunity for weeks, if not months, 
I decided to submit an application to 
attend this year’s conference in Se-
attle. 

I don’t think I’m a very social 
person. Oftentimes when I’m in a 
conversation with a stranger or per-
son of higher authority, my words 
become slurred, my speech comes 
out stuttered, and my pits begin to 
sweat a lot. I also don’t know what 
to do with my arms, so oftentimes 
I’ll cross them or resort to the ‘check 
your phone like you got a notification 
from someone but in reality didn’t’ 
technique. 

My experience at SDLC started 
with an activity where we were to 
stand if we agreed with an identifier. 
“Stand if you identify as African-
American…,” “Stand if you identify 
as …,” etc. 

Then, after what seemed like 
thirty people giving the same exact 
“Welcome to SDLC” speech, there 
was a strong speech from author Joy 
Leary on “post-traumatic slave syn-
drome.” Her thesis is that the many 
generations of slavery in America, 
followed by segregation and Jim 
Crow, and the more recent oppres-

sion of mass incarceration, have re-
sulted in many maladaptive survival 
behaviors in many of America’s black 
communities. Her time was cut way 
too short, which disappointed many 
student attendees, myself included. 

Once all introductory speeches 
concluded, everyone split up into re-
spective family groups. These groups 
randomly divided students for the 
rest of the fundamental activities of 
SDLC. It was through these activi-
ties that we reflected on our identity 
through learning about eight signifi-
cant factors that make us who we are: 
race, gender, sexual orientation, so-
cioeconomic status, religion, family 
structure, age, and ability. 

Through my family group, I met 
some of the bravest people in the 
world. Their outgoing nature, espe-
cially when it came to sharing their 
life experiences, was genuinely in-
spiring. Although we only knew each 
other for 48 hours, all 70 of us be-
came as close as family.

But, an even deeper experience 
for me was being able to see so many 
people that I could relate to within 
my East Asian affinity group. Upon 
entering the room in which the group 
met, I immediately felt at home. We 
had conversations, some deep, some 
light, that led to even more connec-
tions between every single person in 
the group. 

Being able to click immediately 
with all of these people is something 
I don’t have the ability to do at Park 
simply because of the relatively small 

Seniors reflect on experiences at 
Student Diversity Leadership Conference 

photo by Courtney Rollins
Seniors Sonee Goles, Chima Okoro, and Isaac Margulies on the 
plane to Seattle for the Student Diversity Leadership Conference.

by CHIMA OKORO ’20 

by ISAAC MARGULIES ’20 

size of our school. Even though I am 
only half Korean, I do feel that my 
‘Asian-ness’ sticks out more at school 
and in society than my white racial 
identifier. Out of the 300 or so stu-
dents I met in this affinity group, I 
now am in regular contact with about 
50.

Through SDLC, I had the opportu-
nity to experience what it was like to 
be in a welcoming environment, with 
people with which I could more eas-
ily identify. This isn’t to mention the 
fact that positivity and overwhelm-
ing support were major aspects that 
resonated through the air no matter 
where you were. At the conference, 
I didn’t have to worry about fixing 
my arms or sweaty pits. The people I 
met in such a short period of time felt 
like people I’ve known my entire life.

photo by Isaac Margulies ’20
Seattle was host to the People 
of Color Conference. 

The 2019 annual People of Color Conference (POCC) and Student Diversity Leadership Conference (SDLC) 
was held in December in Seattle, Washington. SDLC was attended by over 1600 people from all over the United 
States, and the six Upper School students who went were Chima Okoro ’20, Sonee Goles ’20, Fo Apostolo ’20, Vivie 
Eteme ’21, Tamia Tabourn ’21, and Isaac Margulies ’20. Dean of Students Traci Wright and several other faculty 
members also attended. The conference was started in 1993, and in its 26 years has been attended by thousands of 
adults and students. Faculty attend faculty workshops and students divide into ‘family’ groups and ‘home’ groups. 
Okoro and Margulies tell of their experience and appreciation of the conference, sharing stories about the work 
and joy in finding community and meeting new friends.

If you’ve been connected to any media de-
vice since January 3, 2020, you are aware of 
the alarming tension that has arisen between 
Iran and the US after the US attacked and killed 
Qasem Soleimani, the Iranian major general in 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

On January 15, the Bruins Athletic Coun-
cil held the first annual Upper School faculty 
basketball game to promote Bruin Night. For-
merly known as Program Night, Bruin Night 
is a Varsity Basketball double header held in 
mid-January, this year on January 17.

During Upper School assembly the week 
of Bruin Night, the entire Upper School trav-
eled from the Meyerhoff Theater to the Athletic 
Center to watch the game and spark excitement 
for the games later that week. 

Coached by Aaron Zaiman ’21 and Grif-

fin Angel ’21, faculty members were divided 
into two teams. While some showcased their 
hidden basketball abilities, others joined the 
game for fun. 

English teacher Sidney Bridges shined on 
the court with his ball handling skills, while 
science teacher Elliott Huntsman was scrappy 
for his team. Dia Clark ’06, former member 
of Park’s Boys’ Varsity Basketball team and 
current Director of Athletics Boys’ Programs, 
was “saucy as expected,” Coach Zaiman noted. 
English teacher Leela Chantrelle was named 
MVP of the game by Coach Angel.  

Or maybe, if you didn’t hear it from the 
news, you’ve probably seen the abundance 
of World War III memes that have been dis-
persed all over social media platforms. While 
the memes may seem funny, and like a ‘cop-
ing mechanism,’ as many have defended them-
selves by stating, in my opinion, many have 
proven to be pretty disgusting and insensitive. 

These memes are about the Iranian people, 
the majority of whom are struggling and suffer-
ing under an oppressive regime and don’t have 
the privileges of having the same safety and 
security that we have here in America. 

Though the media portrayed full support 
of Soleimani, that is not the reality and many 
of the opposition do not have the freedom of 
expression to show otherwise without facing 
consequences by the controlling government. 

I feel as though people only really see Irani-
ans who supported Soleimani on the news, but 
don’t realize that a large number of citizens who 
did not support him don’t have the freedom to 
express themselves without fear of imprison-
ment and retaliation by the government. It’s 
my hope that we can have a broader view and 
think twice before sharing some of the memes 
we come across.

photos by Sonee Goles ’20

Faculty flaunt their basketball skills
by GEFEN NUSINOV ’21 

From left: English teacher Sidney Bridges and Director of Athletics Boys’ Programs 
Dia Clark dominate the boards; Dean of Students Traci Wright hustles to steal the 
ball from history teacher John Kessinger.

Humor of memes belies the 
pain they might inflict

by DARYA ZARFESHAN ’21 

US: *declares war on Iran*
18 Year Olds: 

photo courtesy reddit.com
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You’re in class and you hear your 
phone receive a notification. Do 
you look at the text, or do you keep 
your phone stored away? To me, the 
answer is clear: unless it’s an emer-
gency, I keep my phone inside my 
backpack. 

To collect data on how students 
think about phone usage in the class-
room, I sent out a survey to all Up-
per School students. It turns out that 
I’m in the minority; 67% of students 
polled admitted to using phones in 
class without the teacher’s permis-
sion.

We are given an incredible 
amount of freedom with regard to 
where we take our devices. While 
Middle Schoolers are required to 
keep their devices in their lockers 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m., Upper 
Schoolers can take phones anywhere 
they would like, and even have them 
sitting face up on a desk during class. 
It is only in teachers’ individual class-
rooms where rules exist, and many 
have more of an unspoken agreement 
than a stated policy.

“I think it’s more of an under-
standing that when in class, your 
phone is off… and that you’ll use 
it only if you’re looking up some-
thing related to class,” Upper School 
Modern Language Chair and French 
teacher Jenny Sorel said.

When students are caught using 
their phones for something unrelated 
to class, the consequences are equal-
ly lenient. 34% of students reported 
that teachers ask them to get off their 
phone, while only one student said 
that the teacher takes the phone away.

I do not believe Park should im-
plement strict rules about phone us-
age, as it goes against the philosophy 
of the school. 

But looking around any classroom 
at the students whose focus is not on 
the class, but instead on their device, 
it’s clear how pervasive this problem 
is.

There is rarely a reason that stu-
dents should be on their phones dur-
ing class without the teacher’s per-
mission. 

Using your phone in class impacts 
your own learning, affects the teach-
er’s ability to teach, and distracts 
classmates from learning as well.

Every student has their own line 
of what’s right and wrong. 35% of 
students thought it was wrong to 
use phones in class without teacher 
permission, but the 37% majority of 
students were unsure. 

Some reported they felt it was fine 
if they were subtle enough that no-
body saw. 24% of students believed 
they were rarely or never seen, but 
Sorel disagreed, saying that she wants 
students to know that, “I see you!”

 Upper School math teacher Kath-

erine Socha echoed Sorel’s point. “I 
think no matter how subtle you think 
you are, somebody notices,” she said.

Some students believed that phone 
use was all right unless it was for 
entertainment, it was fine when they 
were already doing well in the class, 
or okay because it was the teacher’s 
fault for making the class boring. 

The most overwhelming response 
I received was that if a student had 
to respond to a quick, time-sensitive 
message from family or friends, it 
wasn’t wrong to do so. 

49% of students reported mak-
ing these quick checks during class. 
Many believed that these only be-
came a problem if a student spent 
large portions of class distracted.

But this is exactly the issue: what 
constitutes a distraction? According 
to a study by the National Center for 
Biotechnology Information on the ef-
fects that phones have on learning and 
memory, “as little as a three second 
distraction is adequate to disrupt at-
tention while performing a cognitive 
task.” Even the simple vibration of a 
missed notification is enough to tear 
one’s attention away. 

However, only 10% of students 
believed that their phone usage nega-
tively affected their learning. Accord-
ing to Arnold Glass, a researcher at 
Rutgers University, “many dedicated 
students think they can divide their 
attention in the classroom without 
harming their academic success – but 
we found an insidious effect on exam 
performance and final grades.” 

If you truly need to respond to a 
time-sensitive message, the teachers 
I spoke with urged students to either 
let the teacher know or step outside 
of the classroom. It’s difficult to resist 
the allure of our devices. “Sometimes 
it’s okay to be bored in class… But 
it doesn’t mean that we always need 
to revert to our phones,” Sorel said.

It is not only ourselves that we are 
affecting when we decide to check our 
phones; it is insulting to our teachers. 
“If it is done disrespectfully I can feel 
annoyed, and that influences, perhaps 
not even consciously, my attitude to-
ward the class. It may take me a day 
to recover my good faith in the whole 
group rather than remember it was an 
isolated case,” Socha said.

The most significant impact of 

a student’s decision to check their 
phone is the effect on the class atmo-
sphere. Only nine percent  of students 
who use their phones in class thought 
it disrupted their peers, but students 
who don’t use their phones in class 
tended to disagree. 

“I find other people being on their 
phone in class annoying,” one anony-
mous student wrote.

Teachers disagree as well. “I 
think that in order to learn, we have 
to learn as a community… Being on 
our phones in class is distracting to 
everyone,” Sorel said. “The more stu-
dents who do it, it becomes normal-
ized. And I don’t think it should be 
normalized.”

Your phone will always be wait-
ing for you on break or at the end of 
class. Instagram is an endless scroll; 
friends and family will always want 
to reach you, and the buzz of notifica-
tions is truly never-ending. But our 
time here is limited. 

We are in the Upper School for 
four short years, and if we don’t make 
the most of it, we might one day look 
up from our phones and wonder what 
we’ve missed.

cartoon by  Sam Cochran ’20

Put your phone back in your bookbag
by LILAH LICHTMAN ’21 

by ETHAN ADLER ’21 

If you have taken a test before, you know 
the feeling of leaving the room to meet your 
classmates in the hallway, exchanging nervous 
looks and discussing your answers. Perhaps 
you were confident in your solutions, and you 
sought solace in your peers by way of coming 
to an agreement. Perhaps you were uncertain 
in your answers, and this exchange only made 
you more anxious. The reality is, some of your 
classmates will score very well, and others not 
so much. However, they share one thing in com-
mon: they all care about their score.

Here at Park, grades are often de-empha-
sized. If you have been here since the begin-
ning, you were sheltered from letter grades until 
high school. Even then, some teachers refrain 
from using letters on their report cards until it’s 
absolutely necessary. After all, it is the Park 
philosophy to prioritize educational comfort 
over competition. For years, students and fac-
ulty have celebrated the virtues of diversity and 
inclusion, promoting a fervent sense of equality 
amongst the student body. Sometimes, though, 
we students need a little room to let our com-
petitive note sing.

There will always be a natural desire to strat-
ify ourselves. Our inevitable anxiety around 
academics is evidence of this; we feel anxious 
because we care. Test scores occupy an im-
portant portion of our thinking, no matter how 
much they’re downplayed. Advanced classes 
are more than just a willingness to take on chal-
lenge. Report cards are more than just construc-

tive feedback. These are ways to stratify and 
distinguish, to succeed or to fail.

Stratification develops as a natural approach 
to understanding our universe around us by im-
posing order and predictability. Grades on our 
math tests give us a sense of accomplishment, 
allowing us to distinguish ourselves from our 
fellow classmates. It is a natural desire to want 
to understand where we fit amongst our fel-
low students and friends. We can try to con-
vince ourselves that ‘participation trophies’ are 
enough, but deep down we know there are those 
who excel and those who struggle, and it is a 
natural desire to want to know where on the 
spectrum we fall.

We cannot live with our heads in pollyanna 
sands. We must acknowledge a deeply-rooted 
need to organize our world through the imposi-

tion of patterns, such as hierarchies and strata. 
Individuals within small tribes throughout the 
world have persisted for millenia due to a 
relentless need to understand themselves as 
different; their survival has depended upon a 
sense of exclusivity and exceptionalism and, 
ironically, a fear of those who are different.

As gentle as the academic atmosphere is 
within the school, the world around us is far 
more edgy, with a much greater emphasis on 
success and failure. 

Regardless of how accurately arbitrary 
letters and numbers define our intelligence, 
metrics matter and metrics motivate. They are 
often an accurate reflection of a job well-done 
or a job underperformed; most importantly, 
however, they are a reflection of an innate de-
sire to know the difference.

Opinion: 
the outside 
world mat-
ters 
Students grap-
ple with the 
fact that our 
society cares 
about grades 
and scores even 
if Park School 
does not

“Regardless of how 
accurately arbitrary 
letters and numbers 
define our intelligence, 
metrics matter and 
metrics motivate. 

photo by Anton Shtarkman ’20

The PosTscriPT Commentary January 29, 2020



The PosTscriPT Commentary january 29, 20206

As students enter the ninth 
grade here, either new to the school 
or continuing from the  Middle 
School, some big questions often 
pop up. What’s with the math lev-
els? Why are there numbered math 
classes, like 9-1 through 9-4, 10-2+, 
and 11-3? Why the rating? What is 
the difference between commonly 
named math classes at most other 
high schools, such as Geometry or 
Algebra II, and the Park curriculum? 

As a student who has attended 
Park for many years, I generally 
knew what the high school math 
curriculum was going to be. How-
ever, in Middle School, my friends 
from other schools always asked me: 
‘What math class are you in?’

I’d always respond with: ‘Park’s 
math classes are a mix of every-
thing.’ At other schools, math classes 
are named Algebra I or Geometry, 
and students learn that topic for a 
full year. 

However, here we have combined 
unit curriculum. The more I thought 
about it, the more I wondered: which 
style of math is better in teachers’ 
and students’ opinions? What are the 
benefits of our ‘combined units’ ver-
sus the more common ‘single topic 
classes’ at other schools?

Isabel Angel, a new freshman 
who came from Roland Park El-
ementary Middle School, views the 
levels of the Park math curriculum 

as a different but rewarding approach. 
“As a middle school student at Ro-
land Park, I was in Algebra I,” Angel 
explained. “Park math teaches more 
about how to think about the different 
options to solve the problems, while 
at my old school, it was like: ‘wel-
come to math, there’s only one way 
to do this!’” she said. 

Eli Fox, a freshman who started 
here in Kindergarten, had more posi-
tive things to say about the math cur-
riculum. “I think the math levels… 
prepare you well for what’s ahead. 
However, I think there are a few is-
sues with the level systems. From 
what I can tell and from what I’ve 
heard, moving up a math level is ex-
tremely difficult,” Fox said. 

I considered what the math expe-
rience would look like for students 
further along in their Upper School 
path. Ise Sesenaya ’20 came to Park 
as a freshman from Roland Park El-
ementary Middle School. When she 
arrived, Sesenaya was placed into the 
9-3 class. Now as a senior, she takes 
Discrete Mathematics. 

“When I first came to Park, I 
didn’t mind the levels style of the 
math classes here. However, once I 
realized that other schools weren’t 
learning the same way as Park taught, 
my opinion changed,” she said.

“I know kids who start learning 
SAT math in their sophomore year. 
I think that the way other schools 
are teaching math is better, because 
everybody is doing the same type of 

work at the same time,” Sesenaya 
stated.

Sam Ferraro is a junior here, and 
has enjoyed the three years of math 
classes he’s been in. “When I came 
into high school, I took 9-1and I real-
ly enjoyed that, because it was a class 
that gave us a good comparison of all 
the disciplines of math. like [trigo-
nometry], algebra, and geometry. We 
definitely wouldn’t get that at other 
schools, because it would only be 
one of those subjects,” Ferraro said. 
“Park’s math allows students to have 
a more proof-based class, a more in-
terdisciplinary study of math.”

Tony Asdourian, Upper School 
mathematics Co-Chair, has been 
teaching at Park for 16 years.  He 
also taught at three other schools. As 
Co-Chair, he was involved in design-
ing the current math curriculum and 
shared his opinions about the benefits 
of the way Park teaches math.

“Park has always tried to have a 
curriculum that connects with kids 
and identifies something they find 
interesting. In traditional curricula, 
such as Algebra I or Algebra II, kids 
do one thing all year. There are two 
problems with this approach. One 
problem is that kids usually want 
more variety to stay interested. The 
other problem is that students forget; 
if you are doing Algebra I one year 
and Geometry the next, you tend to 
forget your algebra. By combining 
the different units each year, you 
solve both problems. Kids have more 

As sung at the annual all-school Winter 
Assembly, “Here We Come A-Wassailing” is 
the only acceptable send-off to a Park School 
Winter Break. This long standing school tra-
dition and community-cherished event has 
always been a highlight of my time at Park. 
The longer a student has been attending these 

Our school is known for fostering an en-
vironment where student opinions are heard 
and taken into consideration. The teachers 
strongly suggest we complete the end of the 
quarter course evaluations. The student body 
president and government emphasize student 
contribution, and of course, Dean of Students 
Traci Wright’s door is always open. 

Another example of Park’s open policy was 
the recent town hall that the history depart-
ment held on November 26. History Chair Liz 
Proctor stated that the history town hall was “a 
venue for Upper School students to come and 
talk with the history department as a whole 
and to state their thoughts on the curriculum.” 
She and the other members of the department 
collaborated to implement this forum after sev-
eral requests from the student body. As one of 
the people who attended the town hall, I was 
disappointed by the lack of attendees, but I 
was quite pleased with the fact that there were 

variety and more retention. In fact, 
we have had tons of kids come back 
from college and talk about how they 
were well prepared for college level 
math,” Asdourian said. 

In order to assess how well pre-
pared Park students are for college 
level math, I reached out to Matthew 
Hudes, class of 2019. 

Hudes shared: “I felt prepared 
when I came into college math. 
When I’m sitting in my college 
math class, coming from Park, I think 
more [about]: why does that hap-
pen? How does that work? What’s 
this equation mean?’ Someone else 
sitting in the class might just write 
down the equation, more of a plug 
and chug method. When it comes to 
taking a test, you usually can’t just 
have the equation memorized, you 
need to have a higher understanding 
of the equation, and that’s what I get 
coming from Park,” Hudes said.

After speaking with current stu-
dents, alumni, and faculty members, 
I concluded that Park’s Upper School 
math curriculum has mixed reviews 
among current students. 

However, facts prove that the 
curriculum covers the same mate-
rial as other schools. According to 
the Baltimore County Public Schools 
(BCPS), most ninth graders take ei-
ther Algebra I, Algebra II, or Geom-
etry. 

In the course descriptions of the 
Park ninth grade math classes, it 
states that topics include algebra, ad-

vanced algebraic content, and geom-
etry. Over three to four years, Park’s 
curriculum covers similar topics to 
the other schools in Baltimore, just 
in a different style of learning. 

In addition, Park students seem 
well prepared for college math. Even 
though some students might believe 
that the Park’s math curriculum is 
less effective than other schools, 
the numbers continue to show oth-
erwise. For example, Co-Director of 
College Counseling Matt Hannibal 
shared that the average math test 
score for Park students between 
2017 and 2019 is 620 for the Math 
SAT. 

This is nearly 90 points higher 
than the national average of 531 
and over 100 points higher than the 
Maryland average of 518. In addi-
tion, Park students score, on aver-
age, a 4 on the AP Calculus tests (AB 
and BC). A score of 4 or 5 can often 
allow students to earn college credit.

So what is with the math levels? 
The math levels represent an inte-
grated curriculum that teaches simi-
lar content to many other Baltimore 
schools, but in an uncommon way. 

The main issue with the math 
levels at Park is not the content, but 
the unique approach. Students don’t 
understand what the levels mean and 
why Park teaches this way. 

Math is about solving problems, 
so why can’t students and teachers 
learn to solve this communication 
equation?

some very interesting conversations circling 
between faculty and students. Many students, 
including Tamia Tabourn ’21, advocated for 
more talks about pre-colonial African culture. 
“I feel that Park needs to focus more on Africa 
before colonialism. Only learning about slavery 
almost erases traditional culture and reinforces 
the victim mindset,” Tabourn said. 

There were also discussions about the lack 
of women in the curriculum, and how that could 
be modified. One particularly vocal member of 
the conversation was Becky Scott ’20. Scott’s 
main grievances were that there was too much 
repetition in the curriculum and that some mi-
nority groups were left out entirely. 

“We all learn about the Revolutionary War, 
the Civil War, and World War II, but there are 
some major points that are left behind. For ex-
ample, the Trail of Tears… We don’t need to 
learn more about France; if we’re learning it 
in ninth grade during the Revolutionary War, 
it shouldn’t be reiterated in tenth,” she said. 

I had my own suggestions as well, advo-
cating for more courses on ancient history, a 
subject matter I adore, as it is not only critical 
to understanding the modern world, but could 
also contribute to resolving certain problems 
with the aforementioned lack of historical rep-
resentation of women and lack of pre-colonial 
African civilizations. 

Now come next steps. Proctor and the 
history department have applied for a FACA 
(Faculty and Curricular Advancement) grant 

to procure funding so that they can discuss 
the curriculum over the summer and see what 
changes could occur. “We’re hoping to talk 
more about student input over the summer if we 
get the grant, and perhaps incorporate some of 
their ideas into the curriculum,” Proctor said.

Scott, however, is less optimistic about the 
ensuing process. “I think that there is a culture 
at Park in which you can bring up problems, 
but you rarely ever see forward productive 
change.”

Decoding Upper School Math - how does our curricula stack up to other schools’?
by WILL PERES ’23

by ERIC SMITH ’22
History forum: a good first step

Changes to Winter Assembly format make tradition less meaningful for all of us
Winter Assemblies, the more sentimental they 
are about this tradition. 

Year after year, I look forward to the op-
portunity to come together as a community and 
hear from a group of seniors who share their 
holiday traditions and memories. Throughout 
Lower and Middle School, these speeches were 
the highlight of the afternoon. I will always 

remember what it 
felt like to sit on the 
floor of the Athletic 
Center and imagine 
how it would be to 
one day sit in the se-
niors’ chairs and lis-
ten to my classmates 
speak. This same 
magic is not present 
anymore, and I am 
confident that it is 

not simply because I am now an upperclass-
man. This past December, my experience of the 
assembly was not the same, and the change in 
the program has led the event to lose its old and 
meaningful impact. Historically, the program 
consists of speeches by the Head of School and 
a select group of seniors, along with musical 
performances by all divisions, and ends with 
the singing of “Here We Come A-Wassailing.” 

Now, Lower Schoolers share poems or 
pieces of writing, and a Middle Schooler reads 
a speech along with the senior speakers. While 
it certainly is meaningful to see all divisions 
reflected in the speaking program, this change 
undermines the tradition. In a K-12 school, 
there is value in allowing the leaders – the old-
est students – to lead. Giving the seniors an 
exclusive platform to share their experiences 
of the holiday season does not dismiss the other 
divisions nor diminish their ability to enjoy 

the assembly. 
As a young student, it was an inspiring ex-

perience. Looking up to the older students was 
a window into the future. I did not need to feel 
included to see myself reflected. The same-
ness of this assembly and the honoring of this 
tradition was what made it special. Inclusivity 
is certainly a core value in our community, but 
sometimes it is okay to simply wait your turn. 
Yes, I have waited many years for it to be ‘my 
turn,’ and it may seem unfair that the other 
divisions no longer have to wait for their time. 

However, what most disappoints me is that 
the other divisions will not experience this tra-
dition in the same way many of my classmates 
and I were able to as young Park students.Even 
after I graduate, I will remember the Winter 
Assemblies of my younger years, and I hope 
that future students can find their own special 
meaning in this holiday tradition. 

by LIZA SHEEHY ’21

photo courtesy Communications
Upper Schoolers wassail at all-school Winter Assembly

photo by Zoë Pickard ’23
At the town hall, students made suggestions for improving the curriculum
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College
essays

Just like the moon and the stars, my dad 
could always be seen from my window. He 
always sat on the same plastic chair on our 
tiny porch with a freshly lit cigarette situated 
between his fingers and his mug filled with his 
sixth coffee of the day. The wispy smoke blew 
through the breeze, mixing with the smell of 
barbeque from our neighbor’s backyard and 
the cool summer air. 

He would either hum his old Reggae songs 
or look out into space with endless knowledge 
swimming through his head, as though he had 
lived a life longer than I could ever know. I 
would stand in the doorframe and silently 
watch him. I remember trying to take a picture 
with my eyes so that I could relive this simple 
moment forever.

I would sit next to him and ask him about 
his childhood in Jamaica. His response was 
always the same, as if it had been programmed 
into his brain at birth. One long drag off his 
cigarette, leaning back in his chair, and a gaze 
at the stars as though there was a certain con-
stellation which held all of his memories. I’d 
pick the black paint off the metal railings as I 
waited for him to get comfortable.

He would tell memories about his life back 
in Jamaica, explaining the reason why he 
doesn’t drive, why he stopped playing soccer, 
what it was like being the youngest of thirteen 

siblings, how he saw an accident before it hap-
pened, where our family tree starts, and why 
one relative doesn’t like the other. He was a bit 
of a gossip if I caught him in the right mood. 
I’m pretty sure it was him who fueled my love 
of being in the know.

Now, when I look out from my window I 
can only see the moon and the stars. The plastic 
chair is now empty and greying. Every once in 
a while, my memories of sharing school and 
family gossip flood my head with overwhelm-
ing nostalgia. It’s been hard living without 
the deep, familiar patois echoing through my 
house; I always wondered how someone could 
be so quiet, yet so powerful.

For some reason, I had always felt that our 
time together would be limited. I tried to replay 
the small, recurring details of his character-
istics and mannerisms for fear that one day 
all of my memories of him would suddenly 
disappear. I still remember his salt and pep-
per coloured curls that would find their way 
around the house, the smell of his soap, his mini 
farm in our backyard, his shiny ring finger, our 
weekly walks to Giant, his ‘Dada loves you’ 
that would end my day, and his silver Star of 
David chain that proudly connected him to his 
Rastafarian religion. 

Almost four years have passed and every 
day I feel the unrepairable hole left in my heart. 
I try to walk through life with my head held to 
the stars. My father taught me the best lesson 
I could ever learn in 13 years: he taught me to 
live. I work hard to keep his memory and his 
guidance alive through my actions. I cherish 
the time I have with my friends and family. 
Lastly, I remember that sometimes I will have 
to cry, but then I will have to pick myself up 
again because not every moment will be my 
best and brightest. 

It took me some time, but one night as I 
lay deep in thought on my roof, I finally un-
derstood why he spent hours night-dreaming 
and gazing at those brilliant balls of gas. While 
rubbing my fingers along the ridges of his Star 
of David necklace, I thought back to how he 
never explicitly said it, but my dad knew that, 
even though many things are momentary, we 
would always be connected by the same moon 
and the same stars.

45 seconds left. I watched with shaky hands 
and crossed fingers as our robot Noo-noo posi-
tioned itself in front of the 19-inch-tall acrylic 
Hab.

30 seconds left. I could feel it when the 
solenoid clicked, causing the massive piston 
capable of lifting a robot twice Noo-noo’s size 
to engage. The 135 pounds of steel and alumi-
num, now suspended two feet above the floor, 
swayed back and forth on a single fragile leg. 
My heart raced.

15 seconds left. The second leg deployed. 
Noo-noo approached the platform.

10 seconds. The first leg retracted, and the 
two front wheels clunked down onto the plat-
form spinning at full speed. Our coach was 
shouting at the drive team from behind the al-
liance wall.

Five seconds! The robot lunged forward, 
Its rear leg slamming repeatedly into the ledge 
of the platform. I jumped up and down, cheer-
ing louder than I ever had before. With only a 
single second remaining, the rear leg retracted 
over the ledge and the robot lunged forward 
slamming into the wall!

“Team 1719 has made a level three climb!” 
boomed the announcer. The crowd went wild. 
I was ecstatic. For as long as I can remember, 
I’ve had a desire to create. Whenever I have any 
free time, I spend it working on something new. 
The walls of my childhood room were plastered 
with dozens of blueprints, and my closet was 
packed with paper planes.This passion matured 
throughout my childhood, until eventually, I 
couldn’t think of anything new to build out of 
Lego. I began searching for something more 

engaging, and found it in eighth grade. The 
head mentor from my school’s Upper School 
Robotics team started a First Tech Challenge 
team (FTC is a program that creates and hosts 
small robotics competitions). 

Immediately I was enthralled; I had found 
something that truly engaged me. After learn-
ing about that year’s goal, I couldn’t stop think-
ing of ways to build the best robot. I spent hours 
each day prototyping and trying to persuade 
my friends to join the team. In October of 
2015, Park’s very first FTC robot competed 
in a competition! Today, Park has three FTC 
teams, composed of over 30 students.

As I got older, things only got better. As 
soon as I graduated middle school, I joined the 
Upper School First Robotics Challenge team, 
The Umbrella Corporation. FRC is the same as 
FTC, but the robots are five times larger and 
we only have six weeks to build them. How-
ever, these additional challenges only made 
me more excited. 

Although time and resources were limited, 
our excellent team leaders and dedicated men-
tors made participating in the team as an under-
classman an unforgettable experience. One of 
my primary goals this year as co-lead engineer 
is to imbue this level of excitement in all new 
members of the team.

When I was a sophomore, we had our worst 
season ever, placing nearly last in both compe-
titions. As a rising junior with more influence, 
I was dedicated to making the 2019 season a 
more successful one. My teammates and I spent 
many hours over the summer researching the 
best FRC teams. 

We learned how to allocate our time more 
effectively, and the importance of strict dead-
lines. I designed an omnidirectional drivetrain 
which ended up lowering our cycle times 
significantly. After months of hard work and 
weeks of careful planning, we were ready to 
compete properly. 2019 was the best season in 
our team’s history!

I recently asked one of my friends who’s a 
sophomore in college what he’s majoring in. 
To my surprise, he anxiously explained that 
he didn’t have to choose until this summer. 
This ambivalence is completely foreign to me 
because I’ve known what I want to do for as 
long as I can remember. My passion for cre-
ation hasn’t dwindled in 17 years, and if my 
experiences have been any indication, won’t 
for the remainder of my life.

There is a picture of me and a few of my 
close family friends from when we were all 
four to nine years old. We were sitting on the 
grass in the front yard of the cottage my grand-
mother built on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

I sit on the far right with folded legs, flash-
ing my crooked smile, while my golden brown 
curls dance around my head, free as ever. My 
sister, Starla, sits next to me with baby pink 

pajamas on. 
To me, the thick and coily locks that flow 

atop the heads of each of the five children 
represents the identity we all share of hav-
ing a white and a black parent. Herein lies the 
beauty of that cottage we annually return to: 
it’s a sanctuary. 

The impact of having similarly-aged family 

friends especially meaningful to me because of 
the decade I’ve spent within a predominantly 
white school. 

It’s been essential for my racial identity to 
make the time to see them at least every month, 
because they’re the only ones who ‘get’ it.

Growing up biracial is, in a word, isolating. 
From the dirty looks we receive from strangers 
confused at a white woman with a black child, 
to habitually being unable to choose more than 
one race on standardized tests, multiracial chil-
dren are constantly feel that, though they may 
be welcomed into spaces tailored to one of their 
identifiers, there is no space where they aren’t 
the odd one out. 

In my experience, being equal parts Afri-
can-American and Caucasian often feels ostra-
cizing in various spaces on both my mother’s 
and father’s sides of the family; I’m too white 
for the black kids, and too black for the whites. 

 In November of 2018, I was selected for the 
opportunity to travel to Nashville, Tennessee, 
with six students and three faculty members 
for the NAIS Student Diversity Leadership 
Conference and People of Color Conference. 

Despite informative workshops and lec-
tures, my favorite part were the affinity groups, 
which facilitators organize and students select 
based on their identifiers. 

When we were told we were attending af-
finity groups, I instantly felt an all too familiar 
fear, one I’ve experienced during every stan-
dardized test, form, and job application of my 
life: which identity should I choose, and how 
should I go about choosing it? 

Being that this was a diversity-and-equity-

conscious conference, I probably could have 
anticipated an affinity group for multiracial 
students and facilitators. 

However, I never could have anticipated the 
impact this session would have on my under-
standing of my racial identity.

“Welcome to the multiracial and multicul-
tural affinity group of SDLC’s 25th year! We 
want to introduce you all to an activity. Watch 
our example, and without explanation, follow 
our lead.” A female facilitator stands in the 
middle of the room, with everyone forming a 
circle around her.

“On one hand, I’m Native American,” she 
says, putting her right hand outwards, “but on 
the other hand, I’m white.” 

Immediately after the woman extends her 

left hand, I walked towards the center of the 
room, hesitantly at first, shakily extending my 
hand to hers.

“On one hand, I’m white…”
My eyes land on the facilitator, who nods 

and smiles encouragingly. I look around the 
room at the faces of children who’ve grown up 
like me: forced to choose and forced to mold. 
Pushing my open palm out towards them, I 
assert brightly: 

“...and on the other hand, I’m black.” 
One after another, every single person in the 

room connected their right hand to someone 
else’s left, creating a chain that spiraled the 
entire room in cultural connection. We all sat 
on the carpet, legs folded, feeling an unprec-
edented sensation of simply being seen. 

BECKY SCOTT ’20 

BELLA JOHNSON ’20

DASH SILBERG ’20 

photo by Becky Scott ’20

photo courtesy Dash Silberg ’20

photo courtesy Bella Johnson ’20

Each fall and winter, seniors spend weeks writing essays that reflect their life experiences, 
personalities, and beliefs to send to college admissions offices. We asked students to submit 
their pieces to The Postscript so that we could share them with larger community.
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Is a gap year the right option for you?
Hirsch, Hannibal, and Chase are here to help

With the help of the college counseling team, the major-
ity of graduates coming out of Park seek college experiences. 
However, recent research on experiences before college has 
correlated to a positive increase in students partaking in a gap 
year: a year-long project, study, service initiative, or job that 
takes place before entering college life. 

While some may prefer going right to college, and others may 
desire the needed break in education, the college counseling de-
partment has supported students in the route they choose to take.

Liz Hirsch and Matt Hannibal have been at Park since 2007 
and 2017, respectively, and currently serve as the Co-Directors 
of College Counseling. Hirsch and Hannibal are supported by 
Susan Chase, the Administrative Assistant to the College Coun-
seling office.  Chase helps keep student files organized and eas-
ily accessible, starting from the initial meeting in the winter of 
junior year. 

The college counseling office has a smaller role during a 
student’s freshman and sophomore years. An email is sent to 
students and families in the spring of ninth grade, where Hirsch 
and Hannibal introduce themselves and provide general informa-
tion about the “still distant” college process.

 “If you are investing yourself in your academic and extracur-
ricular pursuits, there is nothing more you need to be doing at 
this time to prepare for college. 

That said, here are a few pieces of advice for the upcoming 
months that will help you make the most of your opportunities 
for learning and personal development — and at the same time 
make you a stronger candidate for colleges.”

In March of sophomore year, students are presented with 
basic information pertaining to college, as they take the Pre-
liminary SATs in April. 

Although more and more schools are going test-optional, 

many are not; so taking the PSAT10 is a necessary first introduc-
tion to standardized tests for Park students. At this early point 
in high school, the college counseling office does not want the 
focus on college to take away from success in the classroom. 
“The thought is that concentrating on your studies and figuring 
out what you may love to learn would be the focus of any good 
college counseling,” Chase said. 

Junior year is when the college process revs up, as students 
take the PSAT/NMSQT in October, and begin taking the SAT 
and ACT in the late fall and early spring. 

In January, students have initial meetings with their college 
counselors, and continue to meet into the early spring as they 
visit different campuses and develop interests in possible areas 
of study. 

The college counseling office organizes Advanced Place-
ments (AP) tests in May for students who choose to take them. 
AP, SAT, and ACT scores are all put into SCOIR, a college plan-
ning tool utilized by Hirsch, Hannibal, and Chase. Hirsch and 
Hannibal help develop the ‘college list’ with likely and unlikely 
possible schools, and suggest schools students should visit.

Seniors are supported by the college counselors with applica-
tions, essays, scholarships, and interviews. But, before the mad-
ness of college application season gets into full swing, seniors 
attend a college application boot camp. 

The stresses of applying to college may seem too great to 
some; others feel like they are not ready to enter college life, or 
need a break from rigorous academics; and many want to have 
a certain experience before they embark on college. All of these 
reasons constitute why one may want to take a gap year. 

On Wednesday, January 15, alumna Anna Connors ’19 pre-
sented on her gap year doing research in South Africa. Connors 
did field research on squirrels, and saw the family she had stayed 
with when she went to South Africa with the Westheimer Prize. 

Many graduates who seek gap years choose to take them 

by CALLIE KROSIN ’21
after their college search. Many make their decision to take a 
gap year after applying to college. Connors took her gap year 
because she was offered the opportunity alongside her admission 
to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (where she 
will attend in the fall).  

Rebecca Pickering ’19 is volunteering this year, and working 
as an Americorps member with Civic Works. She had a clear idea 
of what she wanted to do, and did not need much help planning 
from the college counseling office. “Liz seemed to have a pretty 
solid under- standing of 
what strug- gles might 
come up, and I felt ready 
to handle those things 
because of the con-
ve r sa t ions I had had 
with Liz,” P i c k e r i n g 
said. ”She has also met 
with me mul- tiple times 
this year to support me 
in the col- lege process 
(again).”

The col- lege coun-
seling of- fice provides 
support for students at 
every stage in the col-
lege–or gap year–plan-
ning process. “Liz has been 
really helpful so far in this 
process. Although we have only started working together, she 
has made me really think about my interests and how they might 
fit into my next step in education,” Rebecca Himelfarb ’21 said.

Chase noted that while the college process is intimidating, 
“Matt and Liz are truly wonderful at what they do, and Park is 
lucky to have them.”

A look back at our journey toward sustainability
by TALIA KOLODKIN ’20

In the ‘Sustainability at Park’ section of the 
school’s website, it states that “one of our goals 
at Park is to effect change and to excite our 
students to take on the challenges of our time, 
including the stewardship of our planet.” While 
there is always more work to be done in terms 
of addressing Park’s place in the current climate 
crisis, over the past decade and a half there have 
been many substantive changes made at the 
school with sustainability in mind.

Some green strategies mentioned specifi-
cally on the website are the solar panels on the 
roof of the Lower School, the motion sensors 
on the lights of most classrooms, and the ‘no-
mow’ areas around the pond and woods. These 
areas serve to help bolster the ecosystems at 
Park by giving insects a habitat and plants the 
time to grow. 

One important point emphasized by the 
website is the dual benefit of sustainability 
initiatives for both the environment and the 
school’s finances. 

Perhaps the peak of Park’s sustainability 
consciousness and action was in 2008. In the 
spring of that year, the Cross Currents cover was 
a large LED light bulb with the word “green” 
written in large, uppercase letters. The issue 
featured an analysis by Nate Kaufman ’10 of 
how the campus’s ecosystem has evolved over 
time, an article about the student-run Climate 
Change Committee at Park (CCPC), and a “Call 
to Action” from former Upper School principal 
Mike McGill. 

In his speech at the opening assembly of the 
year and at Back to School night, McGill told 
students and parents about his experience at-
tending a five day environmental sustainability 
workshop at the Lawrenceville School in New 
Jersey. He stated some of the daunting realities 
of climate change, such as that, at the time, an 
acre of rainforest was lost every second. For 
reference, today we lose one and a half acres of 

about possible strategies to lower these figures. 
Essentially, the goal of the audit, as put by Mc-
Gill, was to answer the question: “where can we 
improve and at what cost?” Since then, there 
have been few administrative efforts that di-
rectly target climate change and sustainability. 

The CCPC, advised by Upper School history 
teacher Daniel Jacoby, was responsible for a lot 
of the green initiatives Park has in place, and 
was a major force for around five years after its 
founding in 2007. Its original purpose was to 
measure Park’s carbon emissions with the goal 
of reducing them. Emissions can be quantified 
by looking through the school’s energy bills. 

A Park affiliated family was behind the 
installation of 
our solar pan-
els a decade 
ago. Back then 
the CCPC also 
organized tree 
planting initia-
tives, bike to 
school days, 
advocating for 
the senior class 
gift to improve 
the heating sys-
tem in the Mey-
erhoff theater, 
and much more. 

After years of intense work, the club fizzled 
out due to a shift towards political action and a 
subsequent lack of student interest. There have 
been iterations of similar clubs in the past de-
cade; right now, there is the Climate Change 
Collective, which organized students to attend 
the September 2019 climate strikes.

As primarily an educational institution, there 
has been progress in integrating climate change 
and the environment into the curriculum. “Hav-
ing “Producing less carbon would be one goal. 
Having people understand how the system 
works is a more important goal,” Jacoby said.

In 2009 and 2010, FACAs were run on how 

rainforest per second. McGill then related the 
climate crisis back to Park. “What hit me was 
the absence of an institutional response—an 
educational response—to the crisis,” he said.

McGill was, and still is, passionate about 
sustainability, and he took Park in that direction 
while he was here. “[McGill] was very inter-
ested in becoming a green school… He was a 
driver of sustainability. He wanted us to recycle, 
to think about solar energy, to envision what it 
would mean to be more thoughtful about our 
practices,” Upper School science Chair Julie 
Rogers said.

In his earlier years as principal, McGill sup-
ported initiatives that were headed by teach-
ers and students. 
Two such groups 
that still exist to-
day are the bee-
keeping club, led 
by Upper School 
science teacher 
Jeff Jennings, 
and ISAMR, 
led by Rogers. 
McGill also at-
tended CCPC 
meetings when 
possible.

Before Mc-
Gill left Park in 
2011, he established a quarter-time position for 
a Sustainability Coordinator. Jennings filled the 
position for the year that it existed. Jennings, 
along with McGill and various other adminis-
trators and faculty members, also sat on a com-
mittee, formed in 2007, that considered how 
each facet of the school could be improved in 
terms of environmental impact. This Sustain-
ability Committee looked into food service, the 
waste stream, energy usage, and more. 

One major accomplishment was a 2008 en-
ergy audit by EMO Energy Solutions, which 
calculated Park’s energy usage and carbon 
output, as well as giving financial information 

Over the past few years, the cafeteria has been moving to 
a fully compostable model, with utensils the latest change.

photo by Bella Palumbi ’20

topics around the climate could be taught in 
Upper School science. In addition to designing 
classroom activities that teach students about 
energy, the 2010 FACA members ultimately 
made several recommendations. They sug-
gested the school complete a carbon audit and 
be named a ‘Green School.’

Some steps are still being taken, like “com-
posting,” but others, like “complete elimina-
tion of all plastic bottles” and “elimination of 
all disposables in the cafeteria,” do not seem 
to have been undertaken. However, the caf-
eteria has been moving toward a completely 
compostable model, recently introducing com-
postable utensils.

Regarding the new utensils, Cafeteria Man-
ager Dawn Ramsey said “I think it was just 
a smart move. It was the final move to make 
everything in the cafeteria compostable.” She 
noted that “they cost extra money,” but are one 
hundred percent compostable, and urged stu-
dents “to not throw them in the trash.”

Under McGill, AP Environmental Science 
was offered. Now, the new Core 10 curriculum 
has a ‘Human Impact’ unit with projects about 
environmental issues. The study of climate 
change has also expanded to the English de-
partment with English teacher Maria Spiegel’s 
‘Scorched Earth’ class.

“[The culture around sustainability] has 
ebbed and flowed enormously,” Rogers said. 
One indication that younger students might 
bring energy around sustainable action to the 
Upper School is the third grade’s TerraCycle 
and “idle free” campaigns, led by Lower School 
teacher Ellen Hoistma. While the school has 
taken many positive steps toward being greener 
and more environmentally responsible, there is 
still much progress to be made. Additionally, 
the level of enthusiasm and urgency for these 
efforts has been inconsistent from the student 
body, the faculty, and the administration. That 
being said, Park has undoubtedly been moving 
toward a more sustainable future, regardless 
of the pace.

Anna Connors ’19 is currently in 
the middle of her gap year. She 
spent the first semester in South 
Africa studying squirrels to see if 
she might want to pursue a ca-
reer in wildlife research. 

photo courtesy Anna Connors ’19
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Movies of the Decade
These are my picks of the must-see movies of the decade. Even if you’re 

not particularly a movie fanatic like me, pick out a few that sound enticing 
and watch them if you haven’t. They aren’t really the best, or most impact-
ful, or even in any particular order, just the must-see movies of the decade.

by DANNY MENTON ’22

Avengers: Infinity War: Throughout the 
00s and even more the 10s, Marvel established 
themselves as a box-topping powerhouse. The 
superhero genre went mainstream with Mar-
vel, and each entry marked a greater step for 
the genre of superhero films. Infinity War was 
the crowning achievement. While Endgame 
was the ‘end’ of Marvel’s main storyline with 
characters like Iron Man (Robert Downey Jr.) 
and Captain America (Chris Evans), Infinity 
War was a drastically better movie. And like all 
great superhero films, it becomes more about 
the antagonist, and Thanos is a perfect one. He’s 
intimidating, amazingly acted, and well written. 
While many would say that you need to see the 
previous 19 Marvel movies to get what’s going 
on, Infinity War still provided an extremely en-
tertaining, if confusing for newcomers, movie 
watching experience.

Get Out: Get Out is a triumph in the horror/
comedy genre, which has been ruined by the 
likes of Blumhouse Productions, although Jason 
Blum did produce this movie. Unlike most other 
Blumhouse productions, like Happy Death Day 
or Truth or Dare, this one is actually compe-
tently written. The characters are likeable, the 
sci-fi elements are handled well, and it’s actu-
ally scary. It tackles race in a way I’d never 
expect from a horror comedy. Get Out is the 
rare movie that will make you laugh, scream 
and think.

Whiplash: The feeling of being nervous 

while watching a movie is something usually 
seen in horror movies, and when its achieved 
by a drama, you know you are invested in the 
characters. Most of this is due to how J.K. 
Simmons’ character is an absolute monster. 
He plays a psychotic band teacher that does 
everything from screaming in students’ faces, 
to calling them all sorts of names, to throwing 
chairs at them. The soundtrack is so beautifully 
woven into the story that what the characters 
are playing is mirrored with the height of the 

drama. It has one of the best final scenes I’ve 
ever seen. This movie is a must watch for music 
and movie fans alike.

Boyhood: A film shot over the course of 12 
years is what it takes to accurately portray the 
male adolescence period. It’s one of the only 
dramas to ever have me forget it’s actually a 
movie. It’s written, acted, and directed like real 
life. Boyhood made me cry on several different 
occasions. I really felt like I saw the character 
of Mason Evans Jr. (Ellar Coltrane) grow up, 
because in part I did. The actor grows with the 
movies, and that does wonders.

Scott Pilgrim vs. The World: Rarely do 
comedies crack the top 10 of any critic’s list, 
but director Edgar Wright is such a genius that 
ignoring this comedic masterpiece is a crime. 
Many comedies now play out like sitcoms, with 
little to no visual humour, but Wright takes ad-
vantage of both sight and sound. Scott Pilgrim 
(Michael Cera) must battle and defeat his girl-
friend’s seven evil exes, who range from movie 
stars to vegan musicians. A comic book and 
an old-school video game decided to make a 
ridiculous action comedy classic.

Coco: Pixar has been on top of the anima-
tion genre for 20 years, and not including one 
of their films would be a disservice. Coco is 
a celebration of Mexican culture, music, and 
love. Miguel’s family has banned music from 
the household, but his passion is the guitar. He 
ends up in the Land of the Dead and travels to 
find his father, a superstar guitarist. The songs 
are beautiful, and the characters have a lot of 
chemistry. The ending is such a rewarding and 
incredible payoff, and the twist is very well 
developed. I love this movie. 

Mad Max: Fury Road: Seeing an action 
movie on a best movies of the decade list is rare, 
yet this is on almost every list, and for good 
reason. In a post-apocalyptic world, a former 

cop joins a woman rebelling against a dictator. 
Insightful political commentary, great acting 
and writing, and creative fight scenes make this 
a no-boredom cinematic experience.

The Social Network: The story of the cre-
ation of the biggest social media networks ever 
is one of betrayal, theft, and intrigue. Mark 
Zuckerberg is a psychopath robot, and he’s 
played incredibly well by Jesse Eisenberg. All 
of the actors give extremely convincing perfor-
mances, with Justin Timberlake as Sean Parker 
being one of the most surprising. The writing 
and directing make this character piece a mas-
terpiece.

image courtesy filmblerg.com

If you’re looking to watch a movie, and look-
ing for something in particular, I tried to take 
movies from all genres. 

Each one will be somewhere from 90 to 180 
minutes of pure cinema bliss. 

They may have their flaws, but each deserves 
to be on the list.

image courtesy amazon.com

Three Narrative Games 

I’ve picked out three of my favorite games from the last decade, games I would recom-
mend to anyone. Each uses the medium of videogames to tell a story in a unique way. 
Compared to text and film, interactivity is a relatively unexplored storytelling tool, and 
creators are doing really new and interesting things.

Some of the narrative threads in these three games are more explicit than others, and 
oftentimes you have to piece together the story yourself. In these cases, though, and it’s 
been carefully designed, often with such skill that you can’t see the scaffolding. 

All the games on my list are somewhat famous in the indie games space -- and for good 
reason. They really are that great. If you want to know what a boundary-pushing interac-
tive experience can be, and try out a storytelling format you may be unfamiliar with, then 
check out a few of these games! 

What Remains of Edith Finch (2017): In 
this game, you play as Edith Finch, a young 
woman returning to her family’s home in the 
mist-blanketed forests of Washington state. 

She’s the only living Finch, as her family 
seems to be afflicted by a curse that causes only 

stories of your family members, going back four 
generations. For each person, you play through 
a short vignette. What does it mean to ‘play 
through a vignette’? Here, you jump backwards 
in time, to that particular Finch’s point of view, 
going through an event in their life that speaks 
to their character or what happened to them. 

To have the player jump into someone’s 
shoes and literally do what they did, not just 
read or see it, opens new doors for storytell-
ing and evocation of emotions. Together, the 
vignettes paint a picture of a family haunted 
by tragedy, but with nothing to do but push 
forward. 

What Remains of Edith Finch is sad, but it’s 
also fantastical, and doesn’t pretend otherwise. 
It’s a work of magical realism, a portrait of a 
realistic family in an unrealistic world.

 
Kentucky Route Zero (2013 (Acts I, II), 

2014 (Act III), 2016 (Act IV), 2020 (Act V)): 
The setting for this game is a warped, not-quite-

real version of a rural American highway in the 
dead of night. Familiar yet eerie, and not quite 
how you remember it. Like a TV stuck between 
two channels, one foot in this world and one in 
another. Technically, your goal is to deliver a 
package, but you’ll soon realize that you’re just 
along for the ride, a journey on the Zero, a road 
unlike any you’ve driven on before.

The creators took a lot of cues from theater, 
and at times you feel like the director of a play. 

as beautiful art and an atmospheric score, with 
each Act having a musical interlude. 

So give this indie game a whirl, especially 
if you like to read. If you’re anything like me, 
the story will give you a lot to chew on, but 
don’t expect some kind of Eureka moment. Life 
doesn’t work like that on the Zero. 

Her Story (2015): In Her Story, you are ex-
ploring a video database. The video clips range 
from a couple seconds to a few minutes long, 
and they’re all out of order, though there are 
clearly several days’ worth of police interviews 
with a woman. To sift through the clips, you 
type keywords into a search bar, and the results 
are the videos where that word or phrase is said. 

There was a murder. That you’re sure of, 
since when you boot up the game, the word 
‘murder’ is already in the search box. You 
watch the first videos that pop up, and maybe 
something the woman says gives you pause, so 
you make a mental note and then type that new 
phrase into the search box, and several unseen 
clips come up. And so on. There are a lot of 
questions. Was this woman the killer? When 
did this happen? Who are all these people she 
keeps mentioning? 

Slowly, through trial and error, and a lot of 
guesswork, you piece together what happened. 
There’s no winning in Her Story, though. Once 
you’re satisfied with your version of what trans-
pired, you can just stop. But if you’d just kept 
digging, or taken another investigatory path, 
who’s to say you wouldn’t have reached a com-
pletely different conclusion? 

Games I almost put on this list: Bastion 
(2011), Journey (2012), Gone Home (2013), 
Papers, Please (2013), Monument Valley 
(2014), Stardew Valley (2016), Night in the 
Woods (2017), Tacoma (2017), Florence (2018).

by BELLA 
PALUMBI ’20You Should Play

image courtesy fontmeme.com

one child from each generation to survive. 
You explore the many layers and secrets of 

the house and grounds. As you go, you learn the 

image courtesy gamespot.com

In this scene from Kentucky Route Zero, 
characters are waiting their turn on a phone 
barge floating down an underground river.

Your main mode of interaction is picking what 
the characters will say, like you’re building a 
script in real time. What do you want this char-
acter to say, to feel, to be? Do they talk about a 
particular aspect of their past in a rueful tone, 
or a hopeful one? Do they go into detail or keep 
their thoughts to themselves? 

Your choices in Kentucky Route Zero don’t 
topple fictional empires; they weave a tapestry 
of the past and the present, of people, places, 
and time itself.

I might sound like I’m exaggerating the sur-
realism of this game, but I don’t know how to 
explain it. Kentucky Route Zero transports me 
to another world, like the best books and mov-
ies. And this particular world, though it feels 
only a half-step removed from our own, is just 
fascinating. There is a lot of reading, as well 
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On opening night in the theater, buried un-
der a bowl of popcorn, I wasn’t sure what to 
expect. About to see the finale of one of the 
most influential film franchises of all time, I was 
nervous. Not because of who they might kill off, 
but because of the overwhelmingly negative 
reviews the The Rise of Skywalker had already 
received. With a Rotten Tomatoes score of 57% 
(the second-lowest of any of the nine Star Wars 
films), the $250 million production appeared 
to be a flop. Nevertheless, I watched the film 
with an open mind. In the first movie, Han Solo 
exclaimed, “I’ve got a very bad feeling about 
this.” Well, Han, you were right.

In the new trilogy, we follow Rey, played 
by Daisy Ridley, who struggles with finding 
her identity. The penultimate film, Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi, took us through Rey’s journey 
through finding her past and future as a Jedi. Ul-
timately, after spending most of the film trying 
to discover who her parents were, Rey learns of 
their insignificance. This was a unique ending. 
However, in The Rise of Skywalker, this story 
arc is degradingly manipulated and destroyed. 
Without divulging too much information, I feel 
that the director, J.J Abrams, had the potential 

to create a more engaging and less ‘classic’ 
ending. Instead, Abrams used multiple scenes 
alluding back to Rey’s mission to find her true 
identity. This was one of the weak spots in the 
film because many of the scenes seemed arti-
ficial or slow.

The biggest aspect that fell short was the 
character development. The new characters in-

troduced in the movie were exciting and com-
plex, but were undeveloped and had very few 
lines. Maybe this was a move by Disney to set 
up TV shows about these characters or just sell 
more merchandise. The issue is that they shoved 
too many subplots in the movie, while leaving 
too many characters unexplained, sidelined, or 
underdeveloped.

Rey (Daisy Ridley) and Kylo Ren (Adam Driver) duel in The Rise of Skywalker 
photo courtesy wdwnt.com

Putting aside the negatives, two positive ele-
ments prevailed. The fresh comedy never fell 
short. Everyone in the theater was laughing and 
having a great time. The Star Wars franchise is 
known to incorporate cunning jokes in the midst 
of intense conflict or tension, and this film was 
no exception. Oscar-winning screenwriter Chris 
Terrio (known for Argo, 2012) teamed up with 
Abrams and delivered a near-perfect mixture of 
adult humor and recycled lines from moments 
in the previous films. Additionally, the incorpo-
ration of CGI technology led to many scenes 
that were absolutely stunning and wouldn’t 
have been possible in the previous films. From 
the beautiful chase scenes to Force holograms 
and CGI characters, the sequences were very 
well put together.

Overall, the new Disney-produced Star Wars 
movies have been declining in popularity. I 
think ending the Star Wars saga and beginning 
with television offshoots like The Mandalorian 
is the right direction for Disney. Everyone loves 
Baby Yoda. 

Nevertheless, I would recommend watching 
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker if you have 
spare time or are a big Star Wars fan like me. 
My grade: a generous B.

A technically beautiful disappointment in Star Wars

Queen and Slim is a romantic 
(maybe) thriller (definitely) that will 
have you rooting for the two people 
falling in love (also maybe) while re-
minding you that you’re siding with 
murderers. This duality of affection 
and violence in the narrative, and 
questioning the motives for both, is 
what sticks with me most. 

The catalyst for the story occurs 
when the two main characters, Queen 
and Slim, are stopped by a police of-
ficer after having their first date. The 
officer has the gun and the authority, 
yet Queen and Slim are expected to 
keep calm. In America, the reality is 
that black people are often expected 
to de-escalate situations with police 
officers, to keep themselves safe. So, 

when Queen and Slim fail to uphold 
this standard in their terrified state, 
the officer escalates the situation by 
pulling out his weapon. In an effort to 
save Queen from being the officer’s 
target, Slim attacks the officer, takes 
his weapon, and shoots him.

As a consequence, for the rest of 
the film, Queen and Slim are on the 
run from the police. However, for a 
surprising amount of time, it felt like 
I was watching a new couple on a 
road trip. Their surroundings are in 
constant flux, which brings an air of 
isolation to their journey and causes 
them to become increasingly drawn 
to each other. 

These strenuous circumstances 
that force them to stick together cause 
me to hesitate to call their connection 
love, as opposed to desperation. This 

came to me some time after watching 
the movie because the humor, con-
flict, and chemistry between the two 
characters were so naturally, expertly, 
and seemingly effortlessly played by 
Jodie Turner-Smith (Queen) and Dan-
iel Kaluuya (Slim). However, after 
witnessing their first date, I feel com-
fortable in assuming that if it weren’t 
for the cataclysmic event, they would 
never have had a second date. 

In any case, the (maybe) love sto-
ry that took over the plot shows new 
sides to the characters that endear me 
to them. By no means do I think that 
what they did was right, and I see the 
nuance to the situation. After all, the 
film doesn’t frame them as killers 
but people in a bad position. As time 
passes, it becomes easier for me to 
remove the compassionate individu-

als I see on screen from the act they 
commit because of their connection 
to each other, and the various acts of 
kindness expressed along their odys-
sey. 

Whether or not you see the pro-
tagonists as heroes, villains, or 
something else will depend on your 
identity and experiences. My parents 
have tried to teach me how to behave 
around police, however, I often ques-
tion if occasional lessons are enough. 
So, when Queen and Slim fail to act 
docile and calm when they have a gun 
held to their heads for no good rea-
son, I empathize because I’m not fully 
sure I would be able to keep my com-
posure in that scenario either. Give 
Queen and Slim a watch, and find out 
if you can separate what they did from 
who they are.

by CAITLIN JOSEPH ’20

Main characters Slim (Daniel 
Kaluuya) and Queen (Jodie 
Turner-Smith) sit atop their 
getaway car 

photo courtesy imdb.com

Queen and Slim: a morally ambiguous romantic thriller

Cats is not a movie, it is an experience 
through the deepest depths of insanity eventu-
ally leading to enlightenment. 

The plot device for the computer generated 
imagery (CGI) version of Cats is the same as 
that of the famous Broadway show: once a year 
a group of cats called Jellicle Cats meet up un-
der the Jellicle Moon for the Jellicle Ball. At the 
Jellicle Ball the oldest Cat, Old Deuteronomy, 
played by Judi Dench (through the magic of 
CGI), picks a Cat to die and be reincarnated 
into a new life. In order to decide who gets to 
die, the cats introduce themselves through song. 

Meanwhile, an evil cat name Macavity the 
Magical Cat (played by Idris Elba) is kidnap-
ping other cats so that he will be reincarnated 
by default. And, a new cat to this world named 
Angelica (played by Francesca Hayward), re-
cently abandoned by her owner, is being intro-
duced to everyone and learning what it means 
to be a Jellicle Cat. Yet another cat, Magical 
Mr. Mistoffelees, is trying to gain confidence 
to start dating Victoria. 

What is a Jellicle Cat? Why do they want 
to die? Why can only two cats do magic? Why 
doesn’t Old Deuteronomy choose herself? 
All these questions and more will be ignored 
entirely as this sleep-paralysis, demon-filled 

experience goes on. 
The acting is almost nonexis-

tent because there is no dialogue. 
It’s all musical numbers. Written 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber in the 
late 1970s, the Cats soundtrack 
includes many well-known 
tunes. In this film, however, in 
my view, only two are well sung, 
one of which is the famous song 
“Memories.” 

“Skimbleshanks the Railway 
Cat” is also well done, with good 
choreography, singing, and great 
instrumentation, but songs like 
“The Rum Tum Tugger,” “Busto-
pher Jones,” and “Gus the Theatre 
Cat” are all mixed in a way so that the lyrics are 
near impossible to hear over the instruments. 
You have no idea what the song is even trying 
to get across. 

Other songs like “The Old Gumbie Cat” and 
“Macavity” are so disturbing and uncomfortable 
to watch that you are unable to focus on any of 
the visuals. Almost every song fits into those 
categories, making this a bad musical, as well 
as a bad movie.

The background sound design of this version 
of Webber’s score was one of the most annoying 

things about this movie. A high-pitched overly 
bouncy and noisy affair, the audio was louder 
than every song in the movie and it made me 
uncomfortable immediately. 

The poems of T.S. Eliot from 1939 may have 
inspired Webber’s award-winning musical, but 
they do not form a good basis for adaptation to 
film. The cinematography was poorly executed 
because half of the numbers were shot chest 
up, without showing any dancing, solely the 
person singing, and the other half of the shots 
were too far away to make anything out, so you 

Cats categorized as a complete catastrophe
by BRANDON ZAYON ’22

cartoon by Addy Claybour ’20

never had a good idea of what was happening. 
The effects are as bad as you think: the faces 
don’t match up with the head, the hands and 
feet are just human hands and feet with no fur 
half the time, and most of the time the effects 
appear unfinished.

This movie is a test of will nearly impossible 
to pass. Watching this may break you down, 
and could drive you crazy. It was one of the 
worst movies I have ever seen. I would not even 
want to inflict a viewing of it on my greatest 
enemy. 1/10.
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As much as I wanted to give this award to the Golden State 
Warriors, the New England Patriots deserve this title through and 
through. As a die-hard Ravens fan, it pains me to recognize the 
Evil Empire as not only the best team of the decade, but perhaps 
the greatest dynasty the sports world has ever seen.  There will 
never be another duo like Tom Brady and Bill Belichick. 

I wanted to take a look back at just exactly how the Patriots 
became so dominant. 

In 2001, Brady and Belichick’s second year, Drew Bledsoe 
was the starting quarterback. He was the starter, that was, until 
he suffered internal bleeding in a Week Two game against the 
Jets. Brady was thrown into the game and never looked back. 

He led the team to a playoff berth, eventually meeting the 
Oakland Raiders in the Divisional Round on one snowy, infa-
mous January night. Trailing by three late in the fourth quarter, 
Tom Brady fumbled the ball after he was hit from behind by 
former Michigan teammate Charles Woodson . After reviewing 
the play, however, the referees concluded that Brady’s arm was 
moving forward, thus declaring it an incompletion. The Patri-
ots went on to win this game,  and the Super Bowl, on Adam 
Vinatieri field goals. 

As we’ve all come to know, Brady and Belichick were just 
getting started. This 2001 season would be the first of six Super 
Bowl Championships and nine Super Bowl appearances in 19 
years. 

I don’t have the time or space to talk about each achievement 
in length (this is a newspaper article, not a textbook) but I’ll do 
my best to cover it all. 

Although the Pats missed the playoffs in 2002, they won it 
all in back-to-back years in ’03 and ’04, the last team to ever 
accomplish that feat. 

While Brady and the offense played phenomenally well in the 
first three Super Bowl years, those teams were primarily carried 
by outstanding defense and special teams. 

It wasn’t until 2006 when Brady and the offense started to 
really dominate games. After losing in the Divisional Round in 
2005, the Patriots made it to the AFC Championship, only to 
fall short to Brady’s rival, Peyton Manning. The Sheriff finally 
came out on top against Brady, eventually winning his first title. 

In 2007, Belichick and Brady took things to another level, 
becoming the first team to go 16-0 in the regular season. Brady 
had the best season ever by a quarterback, throwing for 50 touch-
downs and winning the MVP unanimously. The Pats cruised 
through the playoffs, and were set to square off against the New 

York Giants, who they beat in the regular 
season, 38-35. The Patriots were heavily 
favored entering the game, with the point 
spread being set at a whopping Patriots mi-
nus 12. But, thanks to Eli Manning’s heroics 
and David Tyree’s Helmet Catch, the Giants 
were victorious. 

During the 2007 season, football wasn’t 
the only thing the Patriots were focused on. 
The Patriots were caught illegally video-
taping the New York Jets. As punishment, 
Belichick was fined $500,000, the Patriots 
organization $250,000, and the first round 
pick was docked.

After the 2007 season, the Patriots didn’t 
make the Super Bowl again until 2011. Their 
appearance in 2011 came in no small part 
thanks to the drop by Ravens receiver Lee 
Evans and the shank by our very own Billy 
Cundiff (yes, I am still upset). 

But once again, Eli Manning spoiled 
Brady’s fun, and the Giants were able to 
upset the Patriots.

Belichick and the Pats made it back to the Super Bowl in 
2014, and won their fourth title on a questionable coaching call 
by Pete Carroll. 

After the 2014 season, the Patriots were at the center of 
another scandal. They were accused of intentionally deflating 
footballs, providing a slight advantage in the cold weather. The 
NFL suspended Brady for four games for his involvement. 

While Brady didn’t play the first four games, he didn’t skip 
a beat, again putting up great numbers and coasting to the AFC 
title game, where he met Peyton Manning for the seventeenth 
and final time. Peyton’s Broncos won, and Manning retired at 
the end of the season. 

With Manning no longer in the league, many critics were 
beginning to predict the downfall of the Empire. “Brady was 
getting old,” they said. “He’s lost his will to win.” Despite the 
criticism, the Pats made it to yet another Super Bowl. But the 
Patriots were down 28-3 with less than three minutes remain-
ing in the third quarter. Maybe it really was the end. But Brady 
wasn’t done. No, he was far from it. He surgically moved the 
ball down the field, wasting no time. After an absurd catch by 
long-time receiver Julian Edelman, the game was knotted at 28 

and headed to overtime. James White scampered into the end 
zone, and Brady won his fifth title, breaking the tie with Terry 
Bradshaw and Joe Montana. 

Maybe this was the end. Brady was, without a doubt, the 
greatest QB to ever do it. Would he finally hang up the cleats? 
No, Brady would come back, and not only dominate, but win 
his third MVP award and take his team to their third Super Bowl 
in four years. 

Despite throwing for over 500 yards, the Pats fell to Nick 
Foles’s Eagles. 

This had to be the end, right? Brady is washed up. Belichick 
is getting too old. But as they have proved time and time again, 
this was not the end. The Patriots won their sixth title, largely 
due to a fourth quarter Rob Gronkowski catch. This win tied the 
Pats with the Steelers for most championships ever. 

Now, finally, after the 2019 season, I can finally say that the 
end is nigh. Brady is a free agent, and, to be frank, had one of 
the worst seasons of his career. 

So, what have I learned? Although the Patriots cheated 
(twice), they are, without a doubt, the greatest dynasty to ever 
do it. I can say this confidently: there will never, in the history 
of sports, be another team like the Patriots. 

As cliche as it sounds, LeBron James has always been des-
tined for greatness. Dubbed “The Chosen One” coming out of 
high school, James was selected first overall in the 2003 NBA 
draft by his hometown Cleveland Cavaliers. While James played 
on some truly horrendous teams during his first few years in the 
league, he was able to establish himself as one of 
the superstars in the NBA. In the past de- cade, 
however, James was able to elevate him- s e l f 
from one of the superstars to the star. 

His rise to superstardom started in the summer of 2010. After 
playing his first seven seasons in Cleveland with little success, 
James had reached free agency, so he could choose to play for 
any team in the league. Players of his caliber don’t hit the open 
market often, so his decision was the biggest in recent memory. 
It was so important, in fact, that an hour-long TV program was 
produced with “The Decision” coming at the end of it.

The King decided to “take his talents to  South 
Beach” and play for the Miami Heat, joining 
Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh to 
f o r m the “Big Three.” 

In his famous first 
speech with his new team-

mates, James talked about his hopes for 
starting a dynasty and winning “not one, not two, 

not three, not four, not five, not six,” but seven championships. 
This team, nicknamed the Heatles because they sold out arenas 
like the Beatles, made four straight NBA Finals, winning two. 
James was finally able to raise the coveted Larry O’Brien trophy 
(although only twice).  

The King came home in 2014, resigning with the Cavaliers 
after his four year stint in Miami. This time, however, he was 
surrounded with competent teammates. James made four straight 
finals again, playing the Golden State Warriors in every matchup. 

Down three games to one in the 2016 Finals, there was little 
hope left for James’s Cavs. The Warriors were poised to win the 
Championship for the second year in a row, essentially starting 
a new dynasty. But on the brink of elimination, James never 
quit. The King dropped 41 points in back-to-back games to 

force game seven. 
Each team battled back and forth, and with less than two 

minutes remaining, the score was knotted at 89. It was tied, 
that was, until “The Block.” Warriors forward Andre Iguodala 
went up for a layup, only to have it swatted against the glass by 
James, who seemed to jump from the free throw line to deny 
the basket. Like Dwight Clark’s “The Catch” in the 1981 NFC 
Championship game, this play was so incredible that it needed 
a name of its own. 

The Cavaliers went on to win the game, giving James his third 
ring, and ending Cleveland’s 52 year title drought. 

After losing the next two Finals to the Warriors, James signed 
with the Lakers in the summer of 2018. Although he missed the 
postseason in his first year in the purple and yellow, James looks 
set to make a deep playoff run this season. 

James was incredibly successful on the court this decade: he 
won three MVPs and three NBA Championships, made eight 
straight Finals, and firmly planted himself in the Greatest of All 
Time conversation with Michael Jordan. 

But what sets James apart from other superstars is his impact 
off the court. James has started a foundation to help kids in need; 
he even helped open a school in his hometown. He also has 
used is platform to be a political advocate, openly criticizing 
President Donald Trump.  

James is, in my opinion, the most prolific athlete in American 
history. While others are close, such as Michael Jordan, Serena 
Williams, or Tiger Woods, none of them have the same impact 
that James has. James is a global star in one of the most popular 
sports in the biggest market in the world. 

photo courtesy NBA.com

LeBron James: the king crowned greatest athlete

photo courtesy sbnation.com
Tom Brady and the New England Patriots celebrate their victory over the 
Los Angeles Rams in Super Bowl 53.

New England Patriots emerge as the best team

Decade GOATS
JACOB PERES ’21 
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THREE 
POINTERThis year there has been a surge 

of enthusiasm towards squash, with 
many new players trying out and 
joining the sport. Despite the many 
new players, there is only one girl 
on Park’s Varsity squash team. Fo 
Apostolo ’20 has been at Park for just 
over a year, and she has been playing 
squash since sixth grade. 

As described by Zoë Weiman ’23, 
a JV squash player, “Fo is very nice 
and always friendly to everyone.” As 
well as being pleasant to be around, 
Apostolo is a hard working team-
mate who consistently plays well. 
“Fo has been putting in the work, is 
getting better everyday, and loves to 
finish the point with a precise drop 

While the Girls’ Varsity 
Basketball team competes in 
regular-season IAAM “C” con-
ference play, one player in par-
ticular has stood out. This year, 
the Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
team features all upperclassmen 
except for one: starter and fresh-
man Savannah Holmes. 

Holmes’ introduction to the 
sport was untraditional, as she 
did not start playing in rec-
leagues, or for travel teams. In-
stead, she picked up a ball for 
the first time with her father, and 

played against boys. She played with, and against boys for 
five years before entering Upper School, where she joined a 

After only a few IAAM “C” con-
ference matchups, the Girls’ Varsity 
Basketball team secured the num-
ber eight seed following a 51 - 9 
win over the Key School. Emerging 
strong after Winter Break with this 
win, the Bruins headed into the next 
contest with a lot of energy for the 
game against rival Friends School. 
Ultimately they fell short in a dev-
astating 32-30 loss. With 11 schools 
in the IAAM “C” conference, the 
Bruins had a rare one-game week 
to prepare for Chapelgate Christian 
School on Bruin Night. The Yellow-
jackets posted greater loss margins 
to Bryn Mawr and Oldfields, where 
the Bruins lost by only nine and five 
points, respectively. Starters Liza 
Sheehy ’21, Bernie Berner ’20, and 
Becky Scott ’20 provide a strong, 
formidable presence for the Bruins 
near the net. Joining the many return-
ing Varsity players is also freshman 
starter Savannah Holmes. 

The Boys’ Varisty Bruins had a 
successful preseason competing in 
over seven scrimmages before com-
mencing in-conference play. Head 
Coach Anthony Adams has had the 
squad working for over two hours 
each day since the first day of the 
season in preparation for strong com-
petition in the MIAA “C” conference. 

Park remains undefeated cur-
rently, with their one and only win 
coming from a big showing against 
Beth Tfiloh in the battle of Old Court 
Road. In a relatively smaller confer-
ence of seven teams, the Bruins have 

Well, it’s over. The magical run 
that the 2019 Ravens were seemingly 
on has come to an abrupt end. The 
Derrick Henry-led Titans gave the 
Ravens a taste of their own medi-
cine; Tennessee ran the ball down 
the Ravens’ throats, and then broke 
the game open with play-action shots 
down the field. Baltimore, the team 
that set the record for all-time rushing 
yards, was forced to abandon the run 
entirely. Quaterback Lamar Jackson 
had the highest volume game in NFL 
history, attempting 59 (!) passes and 
20 rushes. Everything that could have 
gone wrong, went wrong. 

And just like that, the offseason is 
here. Its sudden arrival stings, but it 
brings more hope for the future than 
doubt. For the first time–in what 
feels like a very long time–the Ra-
vens are relevant. Baltimore sports 
are in the national media, 13 players 
were named to the Pro Bowl, and our 
quarterback will be named MVP at 
the NFL Honors. 

This positive attention, however, 
has its cons, too. The Lamar haters 
have come out of the woodwork. The 
“running back” comments have re-
turned, along with the “choke” com-
ments.  After back-to-back first round 
playoff exits, Lamar’s narrative has 
quickly become that of a “choker,” 
or that, to some skeptics, he can’t win 
when it really counts.

To that, we say: Lamar Jackson is 
23 years old. Joe Burrow, the prospec-
tive number one overall pick, is older 
than Lamar. Peyton Manning, one of 
the greatest Quarterbacks to ever play 
the game, didn’t win a playoff game 
until his 6th season. Give Lamar 
some time to gain more experience 
as a player, a teammate, and a leader. 
He is going to deliver on his Super 
Bowl promise, just not this season. 
Believe that.

Winter Updates

team of 10 girls. 
Over the summer, Holmes had the opportunity to play with 

an Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) girls’ team. Because she was 
to enter high school in the fall, Holmes could no longer play on 
the boys’ roster. 

Playing against boys has had a big impact on Holmes’ play-
ing style and technique, because the boys’ game is much faster 
and more aggressive. Even though Holmes has started four in-
conference games for the Bruins, she is still adjusting to the new 
style and pace of the girls’ game.

“I liked playing with them [the boys], and especially beating 
them,” Holmes ’22 said. “It is a different, better experience. They 
are two different games.”

Although, Holmes’ grandfather played ball overseas in Italy, 
the freshman shooting guard did not have many role models in 
the game. She is the oldest sibling, and never played on a team 
such as the one she plays with now. 

Now, she looks to the three seniors and six juniors as role 
models. But, playing with people who have more experience on 
a team together has not been a struggle for the athlete, because 
she has enjoyed watching the camaraderie and unity of the team. 

Currently, the Girls’ Varsity Basketball team sits in the upper-
bottom-half of the conference, with all three loses having come 
in striking distance of 15 points or less. 

Going into the second half of the season, Holmes hopes to 
have a larger scoring presence, and take better advantage of her 
shooting skills in games. “I want to have an influence on the 
team,” Holmes said. 

Holmes is a dynamic and dominant player that covers all 
areas of the court with scrappy defense, and solid passing. She 
is quick to get across the court to recover on defense, and con-
sistently plays a role on fast break, often working well with 
point guard Bernie Berner ’20. The 5’4” freshman often offers 
a creative drive to a layup, or a quick and strong pass to centers 
Becky Scott and Liza Sheehy. 

“Savannah is consistently working hard and it is clear that 
she has a real passion and love for playing basketball. She is 
always happy and energetic, and has played a big role on our 
team this season so far,” senior captain Molly Bloom said. 

With upcoming contests against the No. 2 seed Catholic 
High and No. 3 Concordia Prep and a conference match against 
Garrison Forest, it will be entertaining to watch Holmes play. 

by CALLIE KROSIN ’21
Savannah Holmes ’23

photo by Ben Inglesby ’20
Luke Inglesby ’22

Fo Apostolo ’20: sole female dominates squash
shot,” Varsity player Luke Inglesby 
’22 said. 

Apostolo clearly deserves her spot 
on the Varsity team. “I was given the 
choice to be on Varsity or JV, and I 
chose to be on Varsity because I felt 
that I had earned it,” Apostolo said. 
When asked about her goals for the 
season, Apostolo kept it short and 
sweet: “I’d like to play the best that 
I can and beat a few guys.” 

In any circumstance, being sur-
rounded by all men as a girl can be 
very challenging. “I think that guys 
can act differently when it’s just guys, 
versus when there are other girls 
around,” Apostolo said. Many other 
schools’ teams are only boys. “It’s 
kinda weird, walking in and playing 

photo by Zoë Pickard ’23

this other team which is all guys, and 
just being the only girl, you know you 
always feel that.”

However, Apostolo says she 
doesn’t mind being the only girl 
on the Park team. There seems to 
be a great environment and support 
system between teammates on Var-
sity. “This season all the guys on the 
team have been really nice, and they 
haven’t treated me any differently,” 
Apostolo said. 

Apostolo is also setting a positive 
example to all the girls on JV. Many 
female JV players find it comforting 
to see their gender represented on 
Varsity. It is important to them to see 
Apostolo being a part of the team, and 
they can imagine themselves being on 

Varsity too one day. “It’s nice to know 
that Varsity isn’t only boys, so it’s not 
as intimidating,” Weiman said. 

articles by CALLIE KROSIN ’21

by ZOË PICKARD ’21

Co-ed Varsity Squash remains 
Park’s only team to compete in the 
“A” conference, and is finding dif-
ficulty attempting to hold its ground 
as it begins to play teams for the sec-
ond time. 

After seeing athletic powerhouses 
such as McDonough, Gilman, and St. 
Paul’s early in the season, the Bruins 
secured a 6-1 win against Calvert 
Hall on January 12. 

Unfortunately, however, the Bru-
ins fell to rival Friends School 0-7 
in a much anticipated match. The 
Bruins Athletic Council advertised 
the match, and was able to get over 
twenty students to attend at Meadow-
mill Athletic Club. 

Although four out of six of the 
Bruins’ losses have been 0-7, two 
have been 2-5. With insight into their 
opponents, the Bruins will be able to 
prepare for tougher “A” conference 
opponents as the second half of the 
season begins. 

photo courtesy Communications
Ryan Bradley ’20 pulls it from three.

photo courtesy Communications
Bernadette Berner ’20

many two-game weeks in the future, 
as they will play each team twice. 
These rematches will allow for the 
Bruins to prepare even more for their 
opponents, on top of the many film 
sessions and comprehensive scout-
ing reports. 

 Juniors continue to have a strong 
presence on the court, with four out 
of five starters coming from the class 
of 2021. 

A long season ahead awaits the 
hardworking Varsity squad, but main-
taining their level of preparation will 
certainly pay off. 

Magic Fizzles

photo by Arielle Dunn ’23
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