
I loved building th ings with Mr. Tom 
in his inspiring shop program; learn
ing all the Christmas Carols in our 
85% Jewish school: studying 
Shakespeare with Ned Vogel and 
writing the thesis: and knowing the 
same people for a lifetime I 

Margaret Berney Mack '45 

Hans Froelicher, Jr., headmaster 
1932- 1956 

In 1945- 46 the Park School Glee 
Club separated from Play Shop. and 
under the guidance of Mr. Will iams, 
prepared songs from the classical as 
well as the modern periods. and pro
duced the Gilbert and Sullivan oper
etta, Trial By Jury. The customary 
four issues of The PS. were supple
mented by twelve issues of the 
Postscript, which kept its sub
scribers up-to-date on the activities 
of the school. 

1946 Brownie 

President Froelicher suffered a mortal heart attack. A statement from the Trustees 

summarized the importance of Froelicher's contributions ro the school. 

The Board of Trustees, sadly though gladly, acknowledges Park School's 
obligations ro irs former president. Indubitably, the School would not have 
been the same or as good a school, without his leadership. The Board will 
endeavor ro move forwa rd along the lines marked our so clearly and so well 
by Dr. Froelicher. Than this , it believes that it can pay to his memory no 
hig her nor no more honorable tribute. 

Froelicher was succeeded ro the Board presidency by Judge Eli Frank, who 

after a three-year term , was followed by Mr. A. Ray Katz, establishing the prece

dent for three-year terms largely followed through the years. (See appendix for 

list of Board presidents.) 

Sadly, Emmit Sipple's successfu l leadership of Park School and his work 

on behalf of progressive methods as an officer of the Progressive Education 

Association strained his health, and in February of 1932, while preparing for the 

annual meetings of the PEA robe held in Baltimore, he died suddenly of a heart 

attack. Margaret Coe, by experience and abili ty, was wel l-equipped ro step into 

the role of acting head for the transition period until June 1932, when H ans 

Froelicher, Jr. , one of Professor Froelicher's sons, was appointed headmaster. 

THE FROELICH ER YEARS 1932-1956 

Hans Froelicher, Jr. was appointed ro the position of headmaster of The 

Park School in 1932, remaining in this post until reti rement in 1956. At first 

somewhat hesi tant ro apply for the post, encouragement from his brother Francis, 

then the headmaster of Avon Old Farms School in Connecticut, combined with a 

sense of fami lial responsibility for Park School, supported this step. 

A 1912 Phi Beta Kappa graduate of H averford College, Froelicher had 

earned a law degree from the U niversity of Maryland while teaching English at 

Gilman School. In 1917 he married J oyce Sangree, a Ph iladelphia Quaker; in 

1921 he moved his family ro New Jersey and worked as an investment banker in 

Philadelphia. Committed ro Quaker principles, personally skillful in democratic 

process, and an experienced businessman, H ans Froelicher was a master at trans

lating community agreement into action. 

But Froelicher assumed the post during difficult times. In the midst of the 

Great Depression, Park School, like the rest of the country, faced financial diffi

cul ties. The Depression years required sage leadership from Board presidents. As 

stewards of the school , the Trustees were ultimately responsible for irs financial 

welfare. The Board minutes are replete with cost-cutting measures reluctantly 

taken-and as is evident-wisely so. Dr. Charles R . Austrian (1936-1938), 

Walter Hollander (1938-1942), M. Shakman Katz (1942-1948), and Dr. 

Alexander]. Schaeffer ( 1948-1949) worked closely with Hans Froelicher in lead

ing the school through the trying times of the Depression followed by the strains 

of World War II. 

In spite of his managerial skills, without the quiet generosity of some of 

Park School families, Froelicher could not have kept the school function ing. 



Jacob and Hi lda Blaustein were foremost among the major benefacrors whose 

annual gifts sustained the life of the school throug h austere years . Tuition adj ust

ments were made for fami lies who found it hard ro meet the annual fee, and Park 

School teachers made financial sacrifices by accepting severely reduced salaries, so 

that the school could continue ro operate. T he overall school population was 

greatly affected , and classes became very small. Robert Lloyd '40 recalls some 

class sections of four or five pupils; the 1940 g raduating class had 15 students. 

During these years some extraordinarily ambitious work was accomplished . 

Most dramatic was the film ing, in 1936, of Silas Marner as a ful l-length movie. 

Many alumni of this period recall the enthusiastic energies applied ro writing the 

script, building the sets, learning the roles , applying appropriate make-up for 

special effects, filming the scenes, editing the film , and all rhe myriad derails of 

producing a major screen play. 

The Brownies of these anxious financial years reflect the affect ionate good 

humor of the students. In 1936- 37 , as the school community looked back over 

the fi rst 25 years , there is an understandable tone of pride and accomplishment in 

the anniversary issue of The P.S. Magazine published by the junior class. T he lit

erary staff of Rose Louise Thanhouser, Mary Isabel Randal l, Zelda Scoll , J ohn 

Rosenthal, and H enry Lebovitz combined history and humor in a charming and 

informative mixture of articles written by both students and reachers. 

Shifts in the Educational Program 

Under the combined leadership of Froelicher and Coe, concern for the 

development of the individual child led ro a more project-oriented curriculum 

later identified with the child-centered classroom , as teachers found ingenious 

ways to design lessons that began with an individual child's particular talent or 
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ca. 1941 (1. tor.): Howard Schloss 
'48, Hilda Katz Blaustein, Louise 
Schloss, Morton Blaustein '44, 
and Nathan Schloss '44 

Near the time when America first en
tered the war you first became con
scious of the world around you. The 
world was in deep trouble then and 
the end of trouble is nowhere in sight 
today. When fighting stopped. peace 
did not follow. There was only a not
war state of things. There are a thou
sand struggles for place and peace. 
It was the pride of our own democ
racy that we had a government of 
laws. that we were managed by polit
ical parties with basic princ iples and 
differences. In your time change and 
event have been too rap1d to think to 
decision in the full light of principles. 
At each election of which you have 
been aware you have seen our peo
ple choosing a man by whom to be 
led instead of a body of principles by 
which to be governed. A new foreign 
policy is forming and a new domes
tic policy is forming but neither is 
formed enough for clear accep
tance. Believe me when I tell you that 
you are part of the world 's revolut1on. 
Accept my w ish that you may know 
times of slower pace and greater 
understanding. 

Perhaps you are fortunate. You do 
know to what a pass the world can 
come. You need not be surprised 
into the kind of dismay your elde rs 
know today. Perhaps you can win to 
a wisdom and a way to serve you 
well in danger and new circum
stance. Read your book now and 
see what's in it of such promise. 
Look into the face of your times and 
see what's in that of promise. too. 

And in thi rty years read aga1n and 
look about you and remember. For 
that reading I have one long wish. 
There is this principle which in our 
country we cal l democ racy. This 
word is short for growing to such 
stature as you help others to do the 
same and as to each soul comes a 
sense of stature and belonging 
Such democracy may you know and 
live in action so that when thirty 
years are gone it is more your princi 
ple of living and the principle by 
which more and more of the world is 
led. Nothing that I know holds true 
for more people Read again in th irty 
years. your book. 

Hans Froelicher, Jr. 
1946 Brownie 



As you look back on your life at Park 
School in a lengthening perspective, 
you will appreciate more and more. 
the value, integrity and power of its 
educational program. From now on, 
you will beg in to carry your share of 
responsibility for the School. as 
alumni and citizens; and your beliefs 
and your vision will help to share its 
direction. 

M. Shakman Katz '17 
President of the Board 
1947 Brownie 

1936: Mr. Tom, Miss Putnam, and 
student actors of Silas Marner, 
producing a full-length film 

At Thanksgiving, several classes 
sang and danced and dramatized 
the meaning of Americans All written 
by Miss Katherine Foster. Because 
the gym was needed for athletics, 
The Sara A. Putnam Playshop pre
sented Iolanthe at Cadoa Hall, and 
The Torch Bearers as the Founders 
Day play. Drama is once again be
coming an important field at Park. 
This could not have been accom
plished without the able assistance 
and advice of Miss Van Order. Miss 
Miller, Mrs. Blanchard, Mr. Vogel, and 
Mr. Tompkins. 

1947 Brownie 

interest and progressed through the material. The reduction in class size aided 

this individualized approach at Park School, and educational standards did not 

suffer as they had in schools with larger enrollments. A compassionate man, 

Froelicher was able to reach out to children who needed special attention, and 

often inspired hope and confidence in students who lacked a sense of their potential. 

Froelicher's interest in urban problems, particularly his activity with the 

Citizens Planning and Housing Association, led to the involvement of students in 

community activi ty, complementing the existing school emphasis on practical 

arts and craft s. 

The chief force behind the encouragement of students and the application of 

their manual labor to improve the school was Harrison E. Tompkins, teacher of 

shop at Park School from 1922 to 1964. Charles Froelicher '43, the eldest of 

Hans Jr. 's sons, (now executive director of the Gates Foundation and for 20 years 

headmaster of the Colorado Academy in Denver) wrote of Mr. Tom: 

Truly a Reader's Digest unforgettable character. A man with an incredible 
faith in his charges, Mr. Tom never wavered. His woodworking shop was 
my home, my retreat, my escape from the world. His basketball court was 
my salvation. He used that court as an artist uses a canvas. Who bur Mr. 
Tom could have g iven me, and some physically handicapped teammates, the 
confidence to dare walk on a court, much less play on a team? Who bur Mr. 
Tom could have demonstrated a shot with absolutely no physical grace and 
at the same time, g ive you a sense of how it was done so that you could do 
it right? Who but Mr. Tom could ha·:e g iven that handful of ragtag athletes 
the confidence and finesse to play far beyond their abilities and go on to B 
conference championships' 

During the late thirties and early forties, students and teachers alike worked 

together shoring up the steep bank that separated the school buildings atop the 

hill from the increasingly busy street below. "And who," continued Charles 



Froelicher, "but Mr. Tom would say, 'Of course we can save our Liberty Heights 

Street bank from erodi ng,' and then have us go our and save it r> Mr. Tom's influ

ence, combined with the necess ity fo r student labor, kept this educational prac

tice a vigorous one at Park School. 

Generations of Park alumni from these years laughing ly recall "mud every

where,'' but also comment with nostalgia and real appreciation for the spirit of 

comradery and shared pride that developed as students dug and shoveled, trans

planted ground cover tO hold the bank, planted and watered and struggled to 

save the bank from erosion. The immensity, necessity, and completion of the task 

taught perspicacity in planning, courage in tackling huge projects, and the power 

of combined cit izen labor when properly organized. 

Another legendary project involving students' manual labor was the con

struction of a garage tO house the one school bus. During his remarks at the All

School Assembl y announcing the opening of the 75th year in September of 1987, 

M . Gordon ("Reds") Wolman '42, Board president from 1966 tO 1971, described 

the student-built garage that was a creation of H arrison Tompkins' energy and 

supervision. "It was Mr. Tom's boast that he never lifted a hammer or sawed a 

single board in erecting this very substantial and useful structure. Students 

learned lessons about life that cannot be taught by an education restricted ro the 

academic study of Larin and Greek." 

Without Mr. Tom , later efforts tO generate the same sense of ownership in 

~he school with Arbor Day projects and community service were never as 

effective. Bur in times of real need students and fac ulty still remember this t radi

tion. After rhe damage done in 1979 by Tropical Srorm David, rhe entire school, 

from youngest tO oldest, turned to rhe tasks of rebuild ing the washed-our bridges 

1936: Nearly completed 

ca. 1935: Mr. Tom directing 
construction of garage 

Attending Park School was a unique 
experience that I wouldn't have 
traded for anything .... There were 
some people in my class on scholar
ships. It gave the c lass a good 
mix . ... When it snowed, we slept in 
the cafeteria at least twice, because 
those of us who walked to school 
couldn't get home. . . Because 
there were so few of us. we all made 
sets. There wasn 't a play if we didn't 
partic ipate. . . If we had a hockey 
game, we had to go out and work 
the field . We built a tennis court. 
The cinder track was horrible. If you 
fell, you were wounded for life. 
The teachers were always very nice. 
and very involved. 

Midge Kaufman Thursby '47 
1988 taped interview with students 



1979: Campus clean-up after 
Tropical Storm David 

When I spent 2 •;, months in the hospi
tal because of a hip injury. My 
teachers came to the old Sinai 
Hospital to keep me abreast of my 
ninth grade studies 

Daniel A. Lowenthal '48 

My years at Park were unique in that 
the school experience was all
encompassing. It was the center of 
our social lives. and we eagerly went 
to school on I he weekends to meet. 
to run extra-curricular programs. and 
to learn to socialize. It was a happy 
and positive experience. despite a 
certain cliquishness. 

Marjorie Hecht Sonnenfeldt '48 

The Playshop's feature production 
was the Founders' Day Plan . a three
act mystery-drama by Sutton Vane. 
Outward Bound. . . In addition to 
this production. a two-act religious 
drama. Leo Tolstoy's What Men Live 
By was given at the Christmas 
assembly. 

1948 Brownie 

I remember "M-Days." and H.E. 
Tompkins' wonderful shop classes. 
and Grace Van Order's art-apprecia
tion courses. and the strong bond 
amongst the class of 1948. and the 
good will and professionalism of the 
entire faculty and staff. 

Robert Vogel '48 

across Moore's Branch that runs throug h the school's Old Court Road campus. 

Moving t he debris of stones and branches from the playing fields proved that old 

d ictum, "many hands make lig ht work." 

An alumnus fami liar with both times concl udes that " the difference lies in 

the obvious need for help; made-up tasks sim ply won't work," an insig ht reflect

ing once more the basic proposition of the school's h istory: the best motivat ion 

for learning is when students understand the reason for the lesson. 

Lest it seem that the spiri t of cooperation of the "good old days" achieved 

solutions to all problems, the 1940 Brownie reports that a Traffic Committee was 

formed as a result of the traffic problem on the school road; the Conference 

Committee drew up a set of duties that each student would perform in order to 

keep a presentable school; and the Assembly Committee was asked to take over 

the diffic ul t job of regulat ing conduct and seating in t he assem bly room . Sig ns 

throughout the school reminded students "Don' t eat in the halls; Walk, do 

not run. 

A particular benefit offering wider choices in curricul um was the school's 

abili ty to treat college placement as an educational decision . As aptitude testing 

became more widely used, colleges became more interested in a student's aptitude 

for advanced work and Jess in their demonstrated ab ility to answer specific ques

tions about a narrow subject. This approach allowed schools to g ive attention to 

the variety of talents needed in a diverse, democrat ic society, and enlig htened 

educators became less concerned with the p restige associated with admission to 

certain colleges and more concerned with matching students with colleges that 

would serve their particular interests or special talents. More information about 

the differences in students' personali ties and greater respect for the integrity of 

such differences Jed to guidance efforts to finr.l the rig ht match between st udents 

and colleges. To judge the appropriateness of a college, Park School insti tuted for 

its students the now widely adopted plan of college visiting . "College guidance 

came to involve everyone in the school who had helped the cand idate along the 

way," Froelicher wrote later: 



The fi rst epochal choice in a young person's life deserved all we had. Our 
art was aimed at having the choice be a mutual one in wh ich the desire of 
the candidate met acceptance by the appropriate college. In order to have 
an opinion based on some experience, students were advised to visit several 
colleges, and to talk to other students there. 

The Eight Year Study 

The spread of these innovative and modern ideas- not widely, but to many 

infl uential schools-suggested the need for some empirical measurement of the 

success of progressive ed ucational methods. Such a study, known as the Eight 

Year Study, began in 1932. Students from 30 schools using progressive methods 

were marched with respect ro age, sex, race, scholastic aptitude scores, home and 

community backgrounds, vocational and avocational backgrounds with g raduates 

of other secondary schools. The study traced the college careers of these 1,475 

matched pairs ar more than 300 colleges. For some progressive school graduates, 

the colleges had waived the narrower prescriptive requirements they usuall y 

employed. 

The comparisons showed that the graduates of the 30 schools did not suffer 

any deficiencies in relation to their more traditionally educated peers. In fact, the 

study showed that progressive school graduates had higher total grade averages, 

received more academic honors, had more intellectual curiosity and drive, were 

more precise and objective in their thinking, had clearer ideas about the meaning 

of education, had a hig her degree of resourcefulness in meeting new situations, 

participated more often in student groups, earned more nonacademic honors, and 

demonstrated a more active concern for national and world affairs. Unfortunately, 

these results were made public in 1942, in the midst of World War II , and 

received little publicity, lessening the educational impact of the conclusions. 

Judy Froelicher Keyser '38, who taught at Park in 1935, 1944, and from 

1961 to 1977, was one of the students in the Eig ht Year Study whose life was 

changed by the early identification of her exceptional linguistic abili ty. Instead of 

math, for which she had little aptitude, J udy concentrated on foreign language 

study at Park and later at Oberlin. During World War II , she was among 30 

women selected to learn cryptoanalysis and to be assigned to Washington to 

decode top-secret messages . To this day, she reports, the critical nature of her 

work remains classified. 

Teaching for Adulthood 

Overcoming insularity and bringing to students a broader comprehension of 

the world outside the walls of the school had always been important at Park. 

Assemblies, from the earliest days, broug ht speakers on larger issues and current 

events. During rhe Depression, financial hardships so affected the school that 

Hans Froelicher, Jr. , ro bolster enrollments, persuaded a number of Hopkins and 

Goucher fac ulty to enroll their children as "free" students with the result rhar he 

created the religious diversity the founders had wanted. Many of these alumni 

refer to their experiences here as having changed their lives dramatically. But the 

advent of World War II intruded keenly into the lives of students throug hout the 
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1953: David Hutzler '55 and 
Sam Peregoff '55 

Mr. Tom was such a sensitive person. 
and took such interest in so many of 
us. One was a young lad of junior 
high age who was a "Blue Baby," 
waiting for an operation. He would 
frequently be seen riding on Mr. 
Tom's back going from room to room 
in order to save his strength through
out the day. Mr. Tom built him a boat 
for his post-surgery enjoyment. Dur
ing th is intimate time. the boy gave 
Mr. Tom a letter to be given to his 
parents if he didn't come through the 
operation. Mr. Tom carried out his 
promise. and delivered the letter . 
. . . Although all this happened 
years ago. it has left a very lasting 
impression on my life. 

Morris Green '49 



"You'll never get into college with 
marks like that!" How often have you 
heard those familiar words from a 
parent or a teacher? It seems as 
though remarks like that are the in
centive for many Park School 
students. 

Academic subjects are being 
overstressed as college preparatory 
material. Students are therefore los
ing some of the educational value of 
the courses because they are ap
proaching them in the wrong man
ner. To be more specific. I mean 
[that] students are studying now only 
because it will help them get to col
lege later on. Is this one of the aims 
of Park School? Why then are we 
constantly being reminded of pre
paring for college? More emphasis 
should be placed on activities. There 
are more students at Park now than 
there were ten years ago. At that 
time there was always more enthusi
asm for the non-academic pursuits. 
What has happened to our enthusi
asm today? The pressure of aca
demic studies leaves little time or 
inclination to even prepare a home 
talent assembly. When asked to par
ticipate in a school play the average 
response is lukewarm. Everyone is 
sitting back waiting for the next fel
low to carry on. with the results of 
nothing in the long run. 

Subjects that will be of general 
value after completing our education 
should be incorporated into the 
school program. In other words. we 
should graduate from Park not only 
prepared for college but as responsi
ble and valuable Citizens of the 
community. 

Barbara Pollock '51 
Phyllis Annenberg '53 
1951 Postscript 

United States, and teachers were called upon ro help to interpret the tragic 

events of a world at war. 

The Brownie of 1942, therefore, has a somber cone. The events of December 

1941 had thrust the U nited States into a conflict with g lobal ramificat ions; even 

when separated by oceans from the sights and sounds of warfare, no one remained 

unaffected . Before the war ended , Park School was to lose (in the course of their 

military service) Edward I. Kohn , '36, Rene Edward Lash, '40 , William Henry 

Maltbie '42, Sangree Mitchell Froelicher '4 1, Frank Cone '27, and Ferris L. 

Wharton (fo rmer teacher); and many Park families were to lose close and distam 

relatives to the savage anti-Semitism of the Nazis. For students and teachers there 

were new lessons co be learned about life , for which neither the classroom nor 

history had provided instruction. 

H ans Froelicher, Jr. , as he wrote his cuscomary foreward co the Brownie in 

1942, had no way of knowing that one of his own sons would be among those 

lost. Still there is a palpable sense of sadness in his call for duty and commitment 

to the war effort. 

To t he Class of 1942: 

Your senior year began as if co mark an epoch for you and then insisted on 
marking out an epoch for the country. Yours is a class which will want co 
serve where needed; this your chapters here reveal. I can hope that you will 
find the opportunities, each of you . Our country needs that its citizenry 
make common cause and so docs the world. Today that common cause is 
war. War must be our national purpose today. But it must also be the pre
lude in the g reater purpose that always more of mankind shal l be set free. 
Some day mankind must all be free-free from fear, free co thi nk, free to 
work. I have a very human wish that this way may come co a best conclu
sion faster than you come co the age where your country calls you to meet 
the exigencies of a state of war. I would have you ready for a long par t in 
the longer purpose. Whatever t he event, I know yours is a class which will 
want to serve where needed. 

In 1943, Froelicher warns his g raduating seniors that "the soberest times 

would seem co be ahead. There will be postponements of ambitions and plans; 

there will be risk and adventure . .. but, we shall not always be at war with 

other men. Today is but today in rhe longer struggle co set all men free." 

If the war produced for students a special sense of the uncertainties of life, 

it also proved the importance of self-sufficie ncy and autonomy. Students of these 

years remember that Park School's efforts to balance freedom and authority reflect 

the psycholog ical maxim that a mature person has acquired the ability to inter

nalize au thority. 

One institutional example of that process at work occurred after the death 

in 1942 of Sarah Putnam, adviser, director of the Playshop productions, and 

teacher of English since 1924. The 1943 Brownie described her st rong personality. 

"Miss Putnam had an effect on our class such as had few other people. Even apart 

from her official position as adviser and teacher, Miss Putnam had a d irect moral 

effect upon us, partly through the med ium of her frequent advice and criticism 

and partly by the examples of wisdom and sincerity which she set for us. " 

In adapting to the loss of their teacher, drama studems were also faced with 

schedule changes brought about by necessary wartime reductions in facul ty, 
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lessening rhe amount of rime available for extracurricular activi ties. Bur the wish 

ro continue rhe tradit ional theatrical productions was very strong, and despite 

g reat general criticism of rhe amount of rime rhar Playsh op activi ties entailed , 

Androdes and the Lion was successfull y presented for Founders' Day in 1944, along 

with Aria da Capo. After lengthy and heated discussion it was further resolved 

rhar Playshop should continue. To rake rhe place of Miss Putnam's firm leader

shi p, a "constitution" was formed to provide a framework withi n which rhe nec

essary production duties would be accompl ished by the students themselves. 

Thus, the students assumed responsibility through democratic procedure. Soon, 

however, these di rectorial duties were assumed by teachers, Nathaniel ("Ned") 

Vogel, G race Van Order, and Mr. Tom. 

Learning to internal ize authority results in self-discipli ne, a part of Park's 

educational goals for all students. In the spring of 1945 , H ans Froelicher again 

connected this aspirat ion with the hardships faced by men at war. 
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Our boys are all over the world lighting our battles . Why should I be con
cerned with your ligh ting your own particular battles when boys of your age 
are called on ro fight mine1 And when girls of your age must play a sustai n-
ing part before our plans are ended 1 A sensible world depends upon 
how many there are who have conquered themselves and made themselves 
free ro live strong ly and kindly. It does nor matter that you are all so d if-

ca. 1939 Playshop: Among others 
are teachers Palmer, Brookmyer, 
Putnam, Tompkins, and Miller 

Hockey came to Park School in 1921, 
under the direction of Laura Gilpin. 
Park joined a league of al l city 
teams and became champions of 
Baltimore. Friends is our only present 
opponent who was also on that first 
schedule. Isabel Frank Cone '22 is. I 
believe, the only one from the first 
team to have a re lative on this year's 
team and it should be interesting to 
her to know that her niece. Frann1e 
Friedman '52, is one of two Park 
School girls to be chosen to rep
resent Baltimore in a National 
Tournament; Park School had four 
representatives on that team. 

Martha Hunt 
Coach 
Alumni NewsleHer, December 1951 



Junior High Division: The f1rst action 
taken by the Junior High Division was 
the decision to adopt Josef Bakat, a 
Lithuanian war orphan. for another 
year This was done. as in the past. 
through the Foster Parent Plan for 
War Orphans. Inc. Later we found 
th-at Josef is now able to support 
himself. and therefore we have 
adopted a new boy, Johann 
Hamolka, a Czechoslovak. who is liv
ing in Germany. In addition to adopt
ing him. we sent him a package of 
c lothes and wrote him cards at 
Christmas. 

On April 29th, the Intercultural 
Committee sponsored an 
Intercultural Conference. Rev. Paul 
Edwin Bohi was moderator and John 
Sondhe1m presided The speaker for 
the conference was Dr Sabiha 
Dabbagh, a native of Iraq . Dr 
Dabbagh spoke on Moslem Relig ion 
and Culture. 

Senior High Division : The Junior 
Class suggested to the Government 
the adoption of a school ring . After 
many weeks of work, the Juniors 
gathered designs made by the 
members of the Upper School and 
submitted them to the Government. 
The Government voted to adopt a 
school ring and also a school seal. 

At Thanksgiving the Senior High 
Division gave baskets of food to fam
ilies suggested by the Welfare 
Department. The Senior High 
Division decided to take on a work 
project for the spring. The members 
wished to help needy members of 
the commun ity. and also wanted to 
see the actual results. Therefore it 
was decided that the Division would 
clean up a lot on Ellsworth Street 
and make it into a playground . Also it 
was decided to help the people of 
Barnes and Abbot Streets c lean up 
and paint their yards and homes. 
Every member of the Division went to 
these projects at least once. some 
going as many as four times. 

1954 Brownie 

The United Nations Club.· The first 
and largest project of the new United 
Nations Club was the UN Exposition 
held during the fall. A booth portray
ing Yugoslavia very ably represented 
the school. Later in the year the club 
entertained the Douglas U.N.C. at 
Park. 

1955 Brownie 

ca. 1939: Eva Palmer directing M 
Day conservation effort 

fe rent in your kinds of interests and insight because your sample of life 
right here has shown you how differences are put into use in unity. Such 
organization m ust rely on self-discipline of its members and to that self
discipline is where your particular battles wil l take you , if you win them. 

A self-d isciplined person has the capacity to think about others, to over

come the self- centered ness of youth. These goals were expected of even the 

youngest children. Margaret Coe noted : 

Teaching and learning desig ned to create the des ire and capacity for living 
in a cooperative world may beg in with the earliest of school experiences. 
Four year-olds can learn to contribute and to take from others in a group. 
Six year-olds can learn to share their abilities. Seven year-olds can study the 
behavior of animals without sentimental anthropomorphism, learning that 
some devour others. O lder students send boxes of food to hung ry persons in 
Europe and , under Mrs. Maltbie's leadership, participate in establishing a 
model United Nations Association. 

Community work projects also solidified a sense of contributing tO the com

monweal. From the beginning, students routinely shoveled snow, cleared playing 

fields of rocks and stones, planted bulbs and shrubs, and cared for the campus. 

Before the advent of oil furnaces students tended coal furnaces and emptied ashes . 

Many Saturday mornings found students assembled at school under the direCtion 

of Miss Palmer to repair the road. Academics were, from time to time, put aside 

as the entire school devoted a full day to work pro jects desig ned for "Friday X ," 

or "Friday Y," or later "M Days." 

After the war students became involved in urban renewal projects through 

Hans Froelicher's interest in the Citizens Planning and Housing Association. 

Christmas parties were held at Roosevelt Center, houses were painted , play-



grounds were created in East Baltimore and at the Gold Street Tot Lot , and an 

environmental cleanup effort was undertaken at School #110 . 

Concern for the welfare of others was also d irected toward the needs of peo

ple closer to the school. ln a letter dated April 30, 1947 to Hans Froelicher, J r., 

Louis B. Kohn II, then President of the Alumni Association, expresses this 

spirit: 

As you probably know, Miss Coe celebrates her thirtieth anniversary at The 
Park School this month. There is a self-appointed committee which, work
ing on the idea that the nicest memento would be a p ractical and worth
while one, has set our to acquire funds with wh ich to exchange Miss Coe's 
old car for a new one. 

Mr. Kahn's recent recollections of this event describe rhe surprise 

presentation: 

In 1947, after 30 years and 1,000 or so individually nurtured students , Miss 
Coe was driving a car (wh ich she could nor conceivably afford to replace) 
with almost the same 30 years of service. My sister, Peggy Bernstei n '32, 
made about five phone calls to people who guaranteed an alumni "subscrip
tion" and on May Day 1947 I had the warm and satisfy ing feel ing, as presi
dent of the Alumni Association, of handing ro Miss Coe the keys to a new 
car, which we managed co drive up behind her- touching her skirt, before 
she knew what was afoot. And because the subscription was well over
subscribed, a check for what we thought was a substantial amount went 
with the keys. 

New psychological studies placed increased demands upon teachers. Faculty 

were expected co be current in their knowledge of new educational theories and 
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May Day 1947: Louis B. Kohn II '34 
presenting Margaret Coe with a 
surprise 

Larger this year than in previous 
years with a membership of over fifty 
people, the Glee Club presented at 
Thanksgiving an extensive program 
for the student body and at 
Ch ristmas sang not only for the Park 
School but also for the Children's 
Hospital School and the Crownsville 
State Hospital. 

Annie Laurie, a one-act musiplay 
g1ven as an assembly, met with such 
success that the club presented it 
again at n1ght for the parents. Mr 
McNeil, leader and adviser. de
serves much credit for an outstand
ing year. 

1955 Brownie 

The First Parkfair. 

As early as April, 1955. Jo Kohn be
gan to assemble her committees 
and lay plans. Her pioneer toil not 
only resulted in a dazzling success. 
but ironed out a lot of problems 
wh1ch wi ll not confront futu re plan-
ners A lot of the committee 
members are married to Alumni. It 
would be kind of enlightening to 
make a survey sometime. to see who 
works hardest for the school-actual 
alumni. or spouses thereof! Jo Kohn. 
who handled the stupendous job of 
General Chairman , is the wife of 
Louis Kahn II '34; Elaine Gutman, 
who was Food Chairman. is married 
to Arthur Gutman '31; and Eleanor 
Wilcox, who designed the prog ram, 
is married to George C Wilcox, Jr. 
'33. 

Alumni Newsletter 
Spring, 1956 

1966: Parkfair 



1952 May Day (l.to r.): Louis 
Katzner '58, Leslie Lewis '58, 
Petey Hamburger, Lewis Buckler, 
Geoffrey Trager '58 and Mrs. 
Robinson 

Aufwiedersehen 

Last week a Senior spoke to me of 
feelings. Realization had come to 
him that all his yea rs at school were 
nearly done. The feelings darted 
here and there. "Here" was impa
tience to try himself in larger p laces. 
"There" was reluctance at leaving 
something sure in our famil iar throng 
and purpose. Although I have heard 
these thoughts so many times be
fore . each time I honor them as if 
they were new They are new, each 
year. to every Senior Th1s time has 
never come before 

And this year? This year, my hair 
grayer and sparser than it was, I 
know myself this time is new. I. too, 
am "graduating" from Park School, 
leaving that which best I know, leav
ing those who know me best. 

This time is new to you, the 
Seniors, and to me. Moments there 
may come in which we cannot 
speak But when we do 'twill be to 
say Aufwiedersehen. 

Hans Froelicher, Jr. 
1956 Brownie 

ca. 1953: kindergarten 

to adapt new trends and practices to their own classrooms . In 1950-51, a series 

of seminars on the subject of Mental H yg iene and Human Relations led to the 

presentation of several "case hisrories" and general discussion of the students' 

observed behavior. These discussions were so helpful in presenting the total pic

ture of students' behavior that the faculty determined such meetings should be 

routine, and Manfred Schweitzer helped to establi sh the Clinical Meetings (later 

termed Progress Review Meetings) , where the faculty discussed both the aca

demic and emotional progress of each ind ividual student in the Upper School. 

Park faculty were learning about new educational theories alongside 

their African-American colleagues at professional meetings held at Baltimore 

public schools. Notes from the [Park faculty's] Progress Review meetings 

show students' increasing awareness of and, in some cases, social interaction 

with their black peers. Hans Froelicher, Jr.'s active engagement with the 

Citizens Planning and Housing Association and Park's Housing Club raised 

student interest in issues offairness and equality. New opportunities for 

shared experiences along with the growth of the Civil Rights Movement lo

cally and nationally compelled the Park community to confront the racial 

segregation that was inconsistent with the school's fo unding principles. 

In 1950, the Park School Student Council adopted a resolution that 

recognized" .. . the needs for a democratic system of education in the inde

pendent schools of Baltimore." The Council asked the Board of Trustees to 

" ... [look] with favor upon the admittance of Negroes or any other racial, reli

gious or ethnic group heretofore not represented at the school .... " The 

Trustees' response" ... that admission of Negro students to the School at this 

time is inexpedient" left open the possibility that admission of Negro stu

dents could occur at a later time. 

Two months prior to the Board's discussion and subsequent re

sponse to the Council in May 1950, Froelicher m et with the Education Com

mittee of the Baltimore Urban League. He inserted a page of his own notes 



. . [W]hen I was in 11th grade 

and we as a student body asked that 

the school be open to students of all 

colors, we were turned down. It was 

not the moral attitude that the school 

should have taught. 

To be fair we did not understand the 

complexity of such a change. Much 

to our pride the school has gone on 

to become the inclusive place it 

should be . 

Sara Kallins Feldman '52 

Park School Council meeting 1952-
53. Front of room left to right: 
President Sheppie Glass '53, Vice 
President Joel Bernstein '53, Secre
tary Vicki Frank '54. 

One of three sections of Upper I 
(seventh grade) in 1955-56. 
Seated left to right: Sandra Levi, 
Ellen Robbins, Gail 5hawe, Mary 
Sue Welcome, Barbara Patz, Nancy 
Weiss. Standing left to right: 
Barry Sidle, Jeffrey Legum, Marcy 
Sellew, Charles Smith. 

from that March meeting into the Board minutes and by doing so offered an 

explanation for why the Board did not accept the Student Council's resolution 

on integrating the school. Froelicher's memorandum reads: 

On the basis of an invitation from the Education Committee of the 
Urban League to discuss the possibility of admitting N egro students to 
the Park School, I met with said Committee at the Urban League on 
Friday March 17, 4:00P.M ... The group took for granted a friendli
ness and lack of racial prejudice in the Park School. It also recognized 
the limitations now existing in public and private schools and in the 
social scheme of the city ... 

At considerable length I discussed the founding and history of the Park 
School and its long-time social significance in the relationship between 
the H ebrew and Gentile groups in Baltimore ... The committee appre
ciated my statement that we had spent many years cultivating the status 
of the school in the understanding and good will of the community thus 
giving wider and better comprehension in the communi ty of the school's 
education and social quality ... 

. . . During the course of the meeting I told [Mr. Howard Murphy, 
Chairman of the Urban League] of my conversation with [cultural an
thropologist] Margaret Mead so me years ago at which time she argued 
that one social engagement was enough for one scho ol in a city like Balti
more ... I added that in my own mind I thought this was true. 

Four years later, in J une 1954, Park became the first independent school in 

Baltimore to integrate. The Board of Trustees, led by President Louis B. Kohn II, 

Class of 1934, authorized Froelicher" ... to receive applications from any 

family suitable in interest or ambition," and the first African-American students 

enrolled in the kindergarten and seven th grade for the 1955-56 school year. 

The End of an Era 

In 1956, at 6 5 years of age, after 24 years as headmaster, Hans Froelicher, 

Jr. chose to step down from the position of leadership. With the continuous help 

of the Board of Trustees, the generous financ ial support from certain members of 

The Park School community, and the willing ness of the faculty to accept reduced 

salaries, he had managed to steer the school throug h the straits of financial diffi

culties caused by the Great Depression. Drawing upon his profound fai th in the 

essential goodness of mankind- despite the despairing evidence of man's capac

ity fo r evil manifested by the Holocaust and World War II - he was able to reach 

out with compassion to those in need , and to inspire others to follow. 
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Through his extensive involvement in state and national educational circles, 

Froelicher had helped to extend Park School's reputation. He became president of 

the Private School Association, secretary treasurer of the National Council ofln

dependent Schools, and director of the Vassar College of Summer Institutes . In 

addition, his long interest in democratic social action included his leadership of 

the Citizens Planning and Housing Association ( CPHA), where his talents at or

ganizing citizens imp roved the living conditions in slum areas of Baltimore. It was 

during this activity that he met Frances Morton, a founder of the CPHA whom he 

married after the death of his first wife. His retirement simultaneously from the 

school and from the CPHA gave him time to pursue photography, one of his many 

avocations, although he continued until his death in 1976 to apply his energies to 

trying to help others. "His aim," said Frances Morton Froelicher, "was to encour

age each individual to develop his unique talents, no matter if they were scholastic, 

musical, artistic, dramatic, athletic, or some other." 

As an ed ucator, and as a citizen, Hans Froelicher was a social idealist who 

made things happen. Mon on K. Blaustein said of him: "He had such a rremen

dous impact on our lives ... and he shaped Park School into the kind of institu

tion which prepared us for life in a way that no other school did during those 

days and that not many do now. "6 

6 . Maryland Historical Magazine, Vol. 77, No . 2, Summer 1982, p. 197; q uorarion is from 
lerter addressed co Frances Morton Froelicher. 
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1953: Stephen ("Lucky") Mallonee 
'62, Charles Weissfeld '62, 
unidentified student, and Leo 
Rosenfeld '62 

For the first time in its history, Park 
School has had organized cheer 
leading. At the beginning of the 
term, Roxy Schreiber brought the 
idea before the council for its 
support. With a unanimous vote to 
back th is new enterprise, the long
awaited vision took form. After a 
shaky start eleven girl s shaped into 
a wel l organized cheering squad. 
Throughout the entire school they 
have stimulated enthusiasm and 
spirit. Cheering has inspired the 
teams to more victories. 

1957 Brownie 

Brotherhood Pageant With only a 
few months in which to produce the 
ninety-minute Annual Brotherhood 
Pageant (viewed by Baltimore 
schools and open to the public on 
February 21 at the Pimlico Junior 
High School) Park Schoo! students 
and faculty proved how capably and 
efficiently they could work together. 
Countless rehearsals and various 
production jobs necessitated the re
linquishment of study periods. class 
meetings. free time after school. and 
many evenings. Nearly the entire 
Senior High plus selected private 
and public schools partic ipated in 
the dramatization of a theme com
mon to all- One God: One World. 
which depicted the history of the 
monotheistic religious concepts 

1957 Brownie 




