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by Eva Zenilman ‘09

At the end of last basketball 
season, a signifi cant change oc-
curred in the C Conference Boys’ 
Varsity basketball league. Two 
of Park’s biggest rivals, Glenelg 
and Annapolis Area Christian, 
moved up to the B Conference. 
They had consistently played 
very successful seasons and 
their athletic departments de-
cided that they should shift to a 
more challenging league. These 

actions prompted a discussion 
within the Park community 
about whether or not our bas-
ketball team should join our for-
mer rivals in the B Conference. 

Former Head of School Da-
vid Jackson posed this question 
to Boys’ Varsity Coach Josh 
Wolf. “I told him [Jackson] that 
if we did move up to the B, we’d 
have to change our current ap-
proach to athletics, specifi cally 
basketball,” said Wolf. This 
discussion led to the formation 

of Park’s athletic task force. 
The mission of this commit-
tee is to look at certain issues 
concerning Park’s approach 
to athletics, and to eventually 
make a series of recommenda-
tions to the Board of Trustees.

Frank Boston ‘81, who leads 
the task force, was told to focus 
on four topics: whether some of 
our teams should change con-
ferences; whether the school 
should recruit (and what recruit-
ing means on the high school 
level); the issue of fi elding 
JV teams; and whether teach-
ers who coach should be paid.

The subject of coaching com-
pensation has been the major 
topic of discussion throughout 
the year during the task force’s 
monthly meetings. Initially 
brought to the committee’s at-
tention by Wolf, the issue has 
sparked much debate. While 
Board members on the com-
mittee remain divided, the oth-
er two teacher/coaches—Paul 
Hulleberg and Kevin Coll—are 
actually opposed to the idea of 
being paid to coach. The cur-
rent practice of the Athletic De-
partment is to pay coaches who 
come from outside of Park, but 
if teachers coach then they do 

not receive any extra money.
Coll, the Girls’ Varsity Bas-

ketball coach and an US Eng-
lish teacher, was an outspoken 
opponent of coaches being 
compensated. “Coaches work 
incredibly hard and they should 
be valued for it,” said Coll, “but 
paying them changes every-
thing.” The change that Coll 
is worried about is having to 
create “a complicated spread-
sheet” to determine how much 
people should be paid for their 
extracurricular work. “What 
about teachers who help with 
Mock Trial, or with The Brown-
ie?” asked Coll, “People work 
here because they love what 
they do, and the assumption is 
that everyone’s plate is full.”

Wolf, on the other hand, sees 
the current system as unfair. 
“If you love your job [coach-
ing] that’s awesome, but you 
wouldn’t do your job for free.” 
Wolf coaches for two hours a 
day during basketball season, 
and he also spends 45 min-
utes preparing before every 
practice. “With two little chil-
dren, time away from home is 
a big deal for me,” said Wolf. 

by Everett Rosenfeld  ‘09

Board task force examines question 
of paying extra to faculty coaches 

Horse program sent out to pasture

English teacher Kevin Coll is a devoted basketball coach, an 
activity that he considers part of his job.

COACHING cont’d p. 4
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Kindergarten teacher Sarah Chambliss has been a dedicated caretaker of the school’s 
horses.

For many years, horses and 
ponies have been the fi rst to 
greet members of the Park com-
munity driving onto campus, 
but the pastures will be empty in 
September due to the school’s 
recent decision to end the rid-
ing program. The horses will re-
main on campus at least through 
the summer while the school 
looks for new homes for them. 

Head of School Michael 
Eanes ultimately decided to 
end the program after discus-
sions about insurance costs 
with the executive committee 
of the Board of Trustees. Eanes 
noted that exposing students 
to possible dangers  while par-
ticipating in the riding program 
became too great a liability.  
Insurance premiums drove up 
the cost of the program, which 
began losing money, given 
that there was only a small fee 
for families that signed up. 

Since at least two of the 
horses are very old and there 
are enough volunteers—adults 
and students—willing to care 
for them, Park may keep them 
until they die. Eanes doesn’t 
necessarily plan on selling the 

horses, but is rather more fo-
cused on fi nding good homes to 
“respectfully take care of them.” 

The riding program began 
concurrently with the found-
ing of Park’s summer camps 
in 1970 by Jim Howard.  How-
ard, a former science teacher, 
long-time camps director, 
and now Director of Appala-
chian Challenge, recalled that 
the program started with only 
two ponies. Once the program 
gained popularity, people be-
gan to offer Park more horses.

“The program was always 
intended to be kept small and 
student taught and student run,” 
said Howard.  Later, ex-US sci-
ence teacher Ellen Reynolds 
succeeded Howard as director, 
and now arts teacher Gary Cer-
rone currently runs the program. 

The purpose of the hors-
es was never just to have a 
good time riding them, but 
to also “learn the importance 
of care,” Howard continued.  

Although faculty and stu-
dents will miss the animals, 
many people, including those 
who know horses and riding 
programs, support the deci-
sion. “There has been more 

support for the cessation of the 
program than complaints,” said 
Eanes. Responses on the nega-
tive side have had more to do 
with concern for the horses 
than for the riding program.

 “These are the diffi cult 

decisions you have to make; 
it’s hard to please everybody, 
but on balance, this is the 
right thing to do,” said Eanes. 

Howard expresses a different 
point of view.  “I’m extremely 
saddened that the program is 

leaving,” he said.  “This is some-
thing unique to Park that a lot of 
kids just don’t get exposed to.” 

The horses will be returning 
every summer for the camps, 
so the long-standing tradition 
will not entirely disappear.
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Some random kid saw my Park 
School basketball video on YouTube 
and sent the following response (which 
was automatically e-mailed to me):
“this video is so stupid. park is a C 
c o n f e r e n c e  s c h o o l  a n d  s u c k s . 
t hey  wou ld  ge t  embaressed  by 
a n y  d e c e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n ”  [ s i c ]

I e-mailed, asking, “Do you play 
high school basketball?”  He re-
sponded:  “No,  I  don’t ,  because 
I go to an A conference school…”

And this is what I e-mailed him back:

   That’s terrifi c. I have a great amount 
of respect for the A conference and 
their coaches. What you can try to un-
derstand is that we don’t recruit in the 
C conference, and that we take pretty 
much every kid that comes out for the 
team. If you went to Park you probably 
would have played ball and had a great 
time doing it, an invaluable life experi-
ence. In your case, you did not play, but 
can admirably boast of your school’s 
accomplishments (NBA talent, etc.).
  My videos are celebrations of the 
successes that we’ve had without recruit-
ing, without blue chip players, without 
coaches who lose their jobs if the team 
doesn’t win. Regardless of how lousy 
the C conference is, it is still very dif-
ficult to win a championship, in any 
conference. And we’ve played in three 
championships in the last six years, 
won two of them. Even Mount St. Joe 
can’t guarantee a championship every 
year, and they’re loaded head to toe.
   The world isn’t always about the A 

conference. You, yourself are a perfect ex-
ample. You didn’t play ball in high school, 
period. Our kids do play ball, and we are 
proud of what they are able to accom-
plish. I was having some fun promoting 
our kids, who work just as hard as the kids 
at your school, but with much less talent.
   Rather than criticize others for not be-
ing as good as your friends on the b-ball 
team, you could enjoy the show, live 
and let live. Our ballplayers will go on 
to run corporations, start companies, run 
for government, teach, invent things, 
explore the world. That’s the real A 
conference in the real world. Again, not 
knocking your school, but it’s important 
to acknowledge that there’s basketball, 
and there’s life, and both are awesome!
   Hope you can get where I’m coming 
from. You clearly love hoops and are 
proud of your school. That’s an excel-
lent thing. We all have to believe in what 
we’re doing, and do the best we can 
all the time. Knocking others for giv-
ing their all and fi nding success hardly 
makes you an all-star. The world is full 
of negative people who make up for their 
insecurities by criticizing others. Which 
kind of person will you choose to be?

--Lobo

His response was: “I respect you Lobo.”

Hoops video draws nasty comment
To the editors:

cartoon by Kayla Bruun ‘09

“Lobo” is Josh Wolf who coaches Boys’ 
Varsity Basketball, and  teaches Spanish 
to Middle and Upper School students.

Paying extra to coach

Letter to the editors

A Board of Trustees task force is currently considering whether to pay 
teachers to coach sports teams. Advocates for this monetary incentive have 
argued that faculty should be at least mildly compensated for the hard work 
put into each season. We acknowledge the effort that goes into coaching, 
and, having collectively played nearly every Park sport, appreciate the time 
and energy put forth. There is no doubt that our coaches are exceptional.

There are inherent conflicts, however, that emerge with paying teacher-
coaches. Teachers at Park are expected to be involved in activities that reach 
beyond the classroom—and they are. Most faculty, in addition to teaching 
four classes, lead advisories, meet students outside of class, and chaperone 
trips and dances. Some teachers take on additional responsibilities, such as 
becoming class advisers or leading clubs, many of which require as much 
time and commitment as athletic endeavors that last only a season. All of these 
extra responsibilities are undertaken without expectation of additional pay.

By even considering paying our teachers to coach, we have essentially elevated 
sports to a level of importance greather than that of any other extra-curricular 
activity. Extra-curricular activities at Park act as an extension of the classroom. 
Students have diverse interests which means that no one activity is more valuable 
than the next. After all, who’s to say that Mock Trial isn’t as important as soccer?

According to the New Faculty Handbook, “Coaching at Park is voluntary, not 
required, but it is very important for students that a number of teachers are involved 
in coaching sports at upper elementary through high school levels.” Teachers 
who are not willing to put in the time and effort necessary to coach, in addition 
to their mandatory responsibilities, shouldn’t volunteer at all. The fact remains 
that it’s a choice to take on large-scale activities, such as Habitat for Humanity, 
Mock Trial, and (of course) Postscript. These larger activities require that the 
leader be fully invested in the activity and committed to its student members.  

Both the school and students expect faculty to have some involvement in 
activities beyond the classroom. Students value teachers’ involvement, and “the 
special character of teacher-student relationships at Park is consistently cited by 
graduates as the single most important aspect of their Park education,” reads the 
faculty handbook. Students clearly appreciate all teacher-coaches and faculty 
advisers for their commitment to the activities at Park, and because of the inher-
ent notion of faculty involvement in the school’s philosophy, it is unreasonable to 
pay them for their participation in extra-curricular activities, including coaching.  

Headmaster and horses head out
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Admission is vital to any school, 
and requires diplomacy. “Once 
a mother called me and asked if 
she could take a tour of the Upper 
School,” recalled Mennette DuBose 
San-Lee, Director of Upper School 
Admission. “I asked her how old 
her child was and she said, two. 

 While a  number of  fac-
tors can help or hinder the 
admissions process in any one 
year, Park continues to do well. 

This year has been particularly 
strong for admissions to the pri-
mary level grades—kindergarten 
and fi rst--at Park.  Director of Ad-
mission and Financial Assistance 
Marcia Holden acknowledges Di-
rector of Primary Level Admission 
Megan Ford on doing “an incredible 
job” for the 2008-2009 school year. 

Park’s enrollment is expected 
to total about 890 students, which 
compares to 875 this school year, 
a net gain 1.7%.  A total of 145 
applications were submitted for 
primary level grades. Of those stu-
dents applying, 92 were accepted, 
for a 68% acceptance rate. Six of 
those wishing to come to Park, 
however, were unable to secure the 
fi nancial aid necessary for them to 
enroll.  In the end, 88 students were 
accepted and 61 enrolled, for a 
69% enrollment. Typically, schools 
strive for a 70% enrollment rate.

Admissions to the Upper School 

were down from last year. Park 
received 72 applications for the 
2008-2009 school year compared 
with 105 the year before.  Of 
those students applying, 46 were 
accepted, a 64% acceptance rate. 
A total of 23 chose to enroll—21 
ninth graders and two eleventh 
graders—a 53% enrollment rate.

While the school is not at full 
enrollment, a number closer to, but 
never more than 900, Holden notes 
that “we have kept our standards 
high” even with difficult demo-
graphics of a “shrinking school 
age population in an area oversatu-
rated with independent schools.”  

When asked about whether the 
economy had an impact on the 
admissions process, Holden ex-
plained that the economy did not 
appear to be affecting the number 
of families interested in the school, 
but did seem to adversely im-
pact the number of families who 
followed through with an applica-
tion. Students and their parents 
requested more second visits than 
they had in past years, most likely 
looking for greater assurances that 
the school was right for them given 
the signifi cant fi nancial investment.  

San-Lee explained that more 
families than before are looking 
at magnet and religious schools 
before looking at more expensive 
private schools. Also, more stu-
dents and their parents seem to 
be waiting until the upper grade 

by Nate Kaufman ‘10

Enrollment rises to 890 for ‘08-‘09

by Blake Pruitt ‘11

Mock Trial team places second in State fi nals

levels to enroll in private school. 
Holden reported that current 

families who had not needed fi -
nancial assistance previously have 
now asked for fi nancial assistance, 
and those who had been receiv-
ing aid were requesting more.

Holden and San-Lee talked 
about what is important to a suc-
cessful admissions year.  Admission 
is working with current parents to 
talk favorably about the School, 
and the Board of Trustees is very 
supportive.  “One of the things that 
has helped a lot is we have been 
much more proactive about getting 
the word out,” reiterated San-Lee.  
“We knew that our kids did fabu-
lously when they were here and 
in college,” and disseminating 
that message into the commu-
nity has enhanced Park’s image.  

Incoming Head of School Dan 
Paradis was able to support this 
year’s admissions process by at-
tending new student receptions. 
Holden added, “Dan is terrifi c!”

To date, the breakdown for next 
year’s Upper School is 80 for ninth, 
81 for tenth, 98 for eleventh, and 
68 for twelfth grades.  Although 
the busiest part of the admissions 
season ended at the beginning of 
May, the Office works through 
the summer if there are still open-
ings.  “The latest that we ever 
enrolled a student was the day be-
fore school started,” said Holden.

team that could go to States.  
This group was one of the clos-
est-knit teams Mock Trial has 
seen.  They were enthusiastic, 
talented, worked together, and all 
truly understood what it means to 
be a team.”  Rosenfeld refl ected 
back on the season as a “great 
experience, I really enjoyed 
the whole time with the team.”  

Next year, the team loses 
three seniors. “Mica Fidler ‘08 
was the team’s motivator, had a 
good legal mind, and was a lead-
er of unparalleled quality,” said 
Forbush.  “Aaron Brant ‘08 was 
one of the team’s quickest think-
ers, the strongest performer, and 
a fast learner.  Jake Savage ‘08 
was a keen researcher and the 
best expert witness on the team.”

Other members are: Ju-
lie Elias ‘09, Forrest Carroll 
‘10, Helen Goelet ‘10, Georgi 
McCauley ‘10, Arthur Sonnen-
feld ‘10, Laura Edelman ‘11, 
Kayla Franze ‘11, Josh Liebow-
Feeser ‘11, Tanika Lynch ‘11, 
and Mickella Wickham ‘11. 

For the fi rst time, the State 
Finals were broadcast on the 
Maryland State Courts website 
this year. The link can be accessed 
at www.courts.state.md.us.

The Mock Trial team argued their case in front the Chief Justice of the Maryland Supreme Court 
when they competed against Severna Park in the State Finals in Annapolis. 

photo courtesy MD Bar Assoc.

On April 25, Park’s Mock 
Trial team competed in the 
Maryland Mock Trial State 
Championship against Sever-
na Park in the Maryland State 
Court of Appeals in Annapolis. 
Although Park lost, no one on 
the team seems discouraged.  
According to Jamie DeMarco 
‘11, who is new to the team this 
year, “How you do in the states 
is just icing on the cake, mak-
ing it alone is great.”  Everett 
Rosenfeld ‘09, competing as a 
team captain for the fi rst time 
this year, was optimistic as well. 
“I think Mock Trial is more valu-
able as a learning experience 
than as a competition,” he said.  

To get to the State Finals, 
the team competed in two pre-
liminary scrimmages, six county 
single elimination competitions, 
regionals with eight teams re-
maining, and then states with 
only four teams remaining.  
Nonetheless, the loss came as a 
surprise because of their success 
in the semi-fi nals, which was “the 
best match the team has had,” 
according to DeMarco.  This was 
Park’s third time competing in 
the fi nals, and would have been 
their second win since 2002.  

The theoretical case argued 
in the competition was about 
a woman who causes an acci-
dent in the process of pursuing 
a car who she thought shot at 
her. Park’s team argued the de-
fense in the Finals, but Severna 
Park’s team, the prosecution, 
“had more experience arguing 
their side than [Park] did,” said 

DeMarco.  Upper School Head, 
Mike McGill, who attended the 
State Finals, noted that “Park 
was terrific:  they were well-
prepared, articulate, poised, 
and thought on their feet.” 

Despite the disappointment, 
the match was close, and the 
teams were equally matched, 
according to DeMarco. “Severna 

Park was the strongest team, 
besides Park, that I’ve seen 
compete,” he said.  “It’s a mat-
ter of little things once it gets to 
the Finals because both teams 
are so knowledgeable about the 
laws and the case,” he added.    

According to Tina Forbush, 
the team’s faculty coach, “I knew 
from the beginning this was a 

News in brief

Last Saturday, members of the Climate Change Com-
mittee at Park (CCCP) and volunteers from the Upper 
School painted the library black roof with a white coating. 

The project, led by US history teacher Daniel 
Jacoby, was initiated in hopes of reducing Park’s 
$350,000 electricity bill and carbon footprint. “On 
any hot day, black roofs reach temperatures over 
185 degrees,” explained Jacoby. “This not only 
makes it harder to air condition the school, but also 
weakens the roof and damages equipment on it.”

 The new white roof is more reflective and ab-
sorb far less energy, and are expected to extend 
the life of the roof and lower energy consumption. 

 Activity raises cash for shelters
Park’s Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) raised 

over $800 at its fifth annual Bark at Park May 
3.  Proceeds go to support area animal shelters.

 In addition to pony rides, face painting, and contests, a 
local dog behaviorist put on a dog obedience demonstra-
tion.  Two organizations, Greyhound Pets of American 
and Defenders of Animal Rights, sent representatives.  

“It was a fun event,” said PAWS leader Emma Reis-
inger ’09.  “It looked like it was going to rain for most of 
the morning, but everyone who came had a great time.” 

Group paints library roof

Science teacher Jeff Jennings and three students
 scrub the library roof in preparation for painting.

photo M. Gold ‘10
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Mike Leffer ‘10 is the new 
president of the Upper School 
government after winning 
the race against Coby Lern-
er ‘09 and Kayla Bruun ‘09.  
He had been vice president.

Leffer’s plans for next year 
include increased governmental 
involvement in the school, some-
thing he hopes to accomplish by 
having student representatives at-
tend Board of Trustees meetings, 
discussing issues with Upper 
School Principal Mike McGill, 
and being an integral part in 
welcoming the new Head of 
School Dan Paradis. Leffer has 
also commented that students’ 
opinions matter greatly, and 
that it is crucial that the student 
government listen and act upon 
their concerns and questions.  

Speeches and a Q&A in an 
Upper School assembly were 
the main methods for the can-

didates to communicate their 
running platforms.  The candi-
dates for president focused on 
different topics.  Lerner spoke 
mainly about activities, advocat-
ing to reestablish Grandparents 
Day for Upper School, host 
drive-in movie nights, and keep 
the spring field-day a part of 
the schedule. Bruun explained 
that her goals were to increase 
government and student com-
munication, to raise money 
through many government spon-
sored events, and to improve 
the recycling program. After 
the vote, she partially attributed 
her loss to a “negative response 
to my speech,” but also stated, 
“I wouldn’t change anything.”

In the beginning of his 
speech, Leffer tried to lighten 
the mood, connecting Park life 
to the problems of the nation 
and making jokes about fac-
ulty, but he eventually talked 
about more serious issues.  He 
spoke about his experience in 
the student government, both in 

working to raise approximately 
$1,000 to help fund this year’s 
Immersion Week, and in at-
tempting to beautify the Annex.

Three other positions were 
up for grabs, with the most 
controversial race for the title of 
treasurer.  Sophomore Michael 
Gold offi cially ran unopposed, 
but Junior Jacob Zimmerman 
led a strong write-in campaign 
and was named the winner.  
While Zimmerman wasn’t on the 
ballot, and was therefore not al-
lowed to deliver a speech, votes 
for him still counted because, ac-
cording to Upper School Dean of 
Students Traci Wright, a write-in 
campaign “was not in the Con-
stitution and was not forbidden.  

Zimmerman received some 
representation at the assembly 
when Bruun announced that 
Zimmerman was running as a 
write-in candidate for treasurer. 
While Gold believes Zimmer-
man’s win was fair, he has stated 
that, “The Constitution doesn’t 
say anything about write-

by Andrew Barry ‘11

Sophomores dominate government elections

ins, so it is easy to exploit.” 
Sydney Smith ‘10 became the 

new vice president, after defeat-
ing Rachel Elliot ‘09.   Smith 
claimed that her newness to Park 
is an asset, as she just joined 
the student body this year. She 
argued that she can offer a new 
perspective on how to solve 

Walking around campus, it’s 
clear that there is an abundance 
of plants all around. In the past, 
students haven’t taken time to 
learn what types of plants are 
on campus, but thanks to Claire 
Ellwanger ‘08 and Tamara Per-
reault ‘08, Park will have its 
own field guide that identi-
fies many plants on campus.  

Last Spring, Ellwanger and 
Perreault knew they wanted 
to work with Park’s natural 
resources for an independent 
study during their senior year.  
Not knowing where to start, 
they consulted biology teach-
ers, Jeff Jennings and Reuwai 
Hanewald, for ideas.  When Jen-
nings fi rst suggested a guidebook 
to the plants on Park’s campus, 
Ellwanger and Perreault were 
hesitant about taking on the proj-

ect: “The idea wasn’t initially 
appealing to us; we didn’t know 
anything about plants, but after 

Seniors create fi eld guide to campus plants
by Rebecca Ringler  ‘11

COACHES Cont’d from p. 1

Board group considers pay for faculty coaches

photo S. Shuldiner ‘09

Upper School students and eighth graders elected M. Leffer‘10 
President, J. Zimmerman ‘09 Treasurer, S. Smith ‘10 Vice 
President, and F. Miller  ‘10 Treasurer. 

He suggests that an algorithm be 
setup to determine how much differ-
ent coaches get paid. Responding to 
Coll’s comment about teachers who 
work with other time-consuming ex-
tracurricular activities, Wolf suggests 
setting up a system, “It can be as com-
plicated as anyone chooses to make it.”

Coll worries that this kind of system 
would be detrimental.  “Sure money is 
great,” he said, “but now I have a dif-
ferent relationship with my colleagues.” 
Wolf on the other hand maintains that 

some thought, we changed our 
minds and decided to take it on.”

As soon as they fi nalized the 

problems, while still respect-
ing the traditions of the school.  

T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s e c -
r e t a r y  i s  n o w  h e l d  b y 
Francesca Miller ‘10 after a 
victory over Lindsay Garten 
‘09. Miller focused on sustain-
ability and improving the annex.  

idea, the duo began phase one of 
the project: to collect, identify, 
and take photos of the plants. In 
Fall, they moved onto the next 
phase, which consisted of orga-
nizing their photos, making sure 
all the plants were correctly iden-
tifi ed, and designing the book.  

The book, which should be 
completed by mid-June, will 
be available for purchase for 
$25 through the school’s main 
website.  Part of the price will be 
used to raise money for a native 
planting fund for Park’s campus. 

Ellwanger and Perreault have 
accomplished all their goals for 
their independent study— to 
learn about plants and to leave 
a legacy. Although they have 
identified over 260 plant spe-
cies on campus, Ellwanger and 
Perreault believe there is still 
much to be done. “I hope that 

people will expand on this book 
because there is still an endless 
number of plants on campus to 
be identifi ed,” said Ellwanger. 
“When we were working out-
side we discovered probably at 
least five plants everyday we 
had never seen before,” she said.

Despite initial hesitation, 
the girls ended up with an ex-
tremely rewarding independent 
study.  “Through this process 
we have gained an enormous 
appreciation for plants.  We no 
longer look at an overgrown area 
and think it should be mowed... 
we can see the plants that make 
up that thicket, and there really 
aren’t any weeds.  We hope our 
book will help people appreci-
ate what they might think is a 
nuisance.  You’d never know 
how many fascinating plants 
are at Park,” said Ellwanger

an arrangement could work, “This is the 
place where it could happen,” he said.

The other major issue on the ath-
letic task force’s agenda was recruiting. 
Prompted by Wolf’s comment to Jackson 
about “changing our current approach 
to athletics,” the topic has yet to be dis-
cussed, but will be the focus of future 
meetings. It hasn’t yet been determined 
what exactly recruiting would mean for 
Park, but both Coll and Wolf are against its 
implications. “I see teaching and coaching 
as taking kids where they are, and taking 

them further,” said Coll.  “The point is 
to have a team experience, and [recruit-
ing star players] would diminish that.”

Wolf has recently changed his mind 
on recruiting. “I’ve come full circle on 
that issue,” he said. “This is a very tough 
school academically, and I don’t think 
it is necessarily the best place for [stu-
dents especially focused on athletics].”

Neither coach felt it was important 
to change conferences. “The C Confer-
ence is fi ne with me,” said Wolf. Coll 
agreed. “Why change conferences?” he 

asked. “We’ve gone to many champion-
ships this year; is that not good enough?” 

Then why the consideration to change 
our approach to athletics?  Boys’ Varsity 
Cross-Country Coach Paul Hulleberg 
answered this question. “I think there 
is often some insecurity at Park around 
sports and competition, especially among 
males. Even though our school excels at 
so many things, we feel a need to com-
pare ourselves to the BLs, Gilmans, and 
McDonoughs, so we’re sometimes self-
conscious about our sports programs.”

photo by Jim Howard

Independent study project leads to publication of book identifying 260 species

T. Perreault and C. Ellwanger examine plants on campus.



page 5

The Postscript | May 30, 2008
News

Jean Craighead George visits Lower School
by Mariama Eversley ‘10

photo by MJ Khiene ‘09

In early April, children’s 
author Jean Craighead George 
visited the Lower and Middle 
schools. She has written over 
100 picture and chapter books, 
including Newbery award prize-
winner, Julie of the Wolves. 

Born in Washington D.C in 
1919, George had been intro-
duced to storytelling at a young 
age by her family, and it spawned 
a gift for writing.  Many others in 
her family are published writers 
as well, including her daugh-
ter, the school’s new Middle 
School librarian, Twig George.   

Becoming a children’s author 
was not a conscious decision for 
Jean George. Early in her career, 
she worked for the Washington 
Post. Deciding that she was not 
writing her best, she quit, and 
became a children’s author. “I 
didn’t decide to write children’s 
books. I wrote what I loved and 
knew about animals--and they 
loved animals too--so I became 
a children’s writer,” she said. 
    Jean George fi rst visited Park 
in 1988. When her granddaugh-
ter Rebecca was in Kindergarten 
here, she would often visit her 
class and lead various environ-
mental activities. Once during 
winter, when Rebecca heard the 
days were getting shorter, she 
worried that she was running 
out of time to play. To explain 
the occurrence, George wrote a 
letter to Rebecca about why the 
days got shorter, and her mother, 
Twig, read it aloud to the Kin-

dergarten. Rebecca’s teacher 
Peter Babcox enjoyed the letter 
so much, he sent it to the Bal-
timore Sun which then printed 
it. Seeing her letter published, 
Jean George decided to turn the 
letter into a book, later known as 
Dear Rebecca, Winter is Here.  

In the same year, George 
visited Park as part of the Gor-
don Berman Memorial Lower 

School Resident Author pro-
gram, which brings noteworthy 
writers and illustrators of chil-
dren’s books to school. They 
share their expertise during 
presentations, and sometimes 
conduct hands-on workshops 
with Lower School students. 

Dr. and Mrs. Barnett Ber-
man established the fund in 
1984 to honor their son Gordon 

who loved to read and spent 
many hours in the library. Other 
resident authors have included 
Newbery award winner Nancy 
Williard and Caldecott award 
winners Mordicai Gerstein, 
Emily Arnold McCully, Mol-
ly Bang, and Vera Williams.   

This year Twig George ar-
ranged for her mother to visit 
as resident author April 1, 3 and 

4.  At 89 years of age, and hav-
ing previously suffered a stroke, 
Jean George came for short 
visits spread over three days. 
This was her fi rst major speak-
ing engagement since her stroke. 
On April 1 she spoke to an as-
sembly of Kindergarten through 
2nd graders, and autographed 
books in the library. Then she 
had lunch with the library staff, 
Mrs. Berman, and a few others 
including Shomari Rose ‘08. 

After reading The Talk-
ing Earth in middle school, 
Rose had been captivated by 
George’s novels and her use of 
description. Rose said he was 
“thrilled” to meet his favorite 
author. “It was like meeting one 
of your idols.” He also mused 
that George’s books made him, 
“more willing to try new things, 
appreciate natural beauty, and 
go outside.” This is exactly 
what Jean George tries to do.     

On the last day of her visit, 
instead of talking to the entire 
Middle School, George met with 
small groups of middle schoolers 
who had read one of her books.  

Having been away for so many 
years,  George was astounded by 
the changes in the school since 
her last visit. “When I last went 
to Park, it was one quarter the 
size with not many students. 
But this I will say, those students 
were as bright and exciting as 
Park School students today.”   

Currently Jean and Twig 
George are working on a na-
ture act ivi ty book that  is 
due to come out in the fall.       

Newbery Award winning author Jean Craighead George spoke to Lower and Middle School 
students early last month.  Some of her books, including My Side of the Mountain and Julie of 
the Wolves, have been Park School staples for over 30 years. 

This sports season, new 
clubs have been formed with 
great anticipation for the di-
versity they will  bring to 
the Park athletic program. 

An upcoming Fall sport that 
will be offered to eighth to twelfth 
grade students is coed volleyball.

 Led by Middle School math-
ematics teacher Dave Lowther, 
the volleyball team will meet 
for an hour and half, twice a 
week, for some “uncompeti-
tive fun,” said Lowther. “We 
will focus on how the game 
is played and learn to develop 
technique and skill without the 
do or die, intense varsity aspect.”

 As a former high school 
volleyball player, Lowther had 
been hoping to form this activity 
for a long time. Park has never 
had a volleyball team before, 
but the Athletic Center was 
constructed specifically with 
the proper fl oor plates required 

for quality volleyball courts. 
This year, an outside wom-

en’s volleyball  recreation 
league, Wild Blue, has been 
using Park’s facilities. The Park 
club will be able to use Wild 
Blue’s equipment next fall.

Ano the r  new and  cur-
r e n t  S p r i n g  s p o r t  b e i n g 
offered is Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, 
or BJJ, taught by second grade 
teacher Courtney Rollins. 

BJJ is a form of martial arts, 
focusing on ground fighting 
and grappling. One of the many 
positive aspects of this sport is 
that domination is not acquired 
by height or weight, but by 
developing body movement 
and strategy. BJJ is often taught 
as a self defense mechanism. 

Rollins, after just three 

weeks of training last year, 
competed in his first tourna-
ment. Now, after only one year 
of competitions and practice, 
he is ranked as the number 
two white belt in the nation.

 “The best way to learn 
and experience BJJ is to come 
out and try it,” said Rollins. 
“You develop strategy for mo-
ment to moment reactions.” 
The club meets for an hour on 
Mondays and Thursdays in 
the old gyms. The fi rst classes 
will be basic training sessions, 
and Rollins hopes that stu-
dents will eventually compete 
in East coast competitions. 

“Park is so accepting of 
trying new things, and the 
idea of bringing passion to 
the classroom,” said Rollins.

by Emma Gross  ‘11

Volleyball, 
Ju-Jitsu fi ll 
out athletic 
offerings

Second grade teacher Courtney Rollins leads the warmup 
exercise for his new class in Jiu-Jitsu

photo by G. Little ‘10

New copier to reduce 
future cost of Brownie

Have you ever wondered 
why the yearbook costs $50 
each year? Until this year, 
Brownie has been printing Park 
yearbooks with Jostens, an out-
side publisher that many schools 
use.  “I have felt for a couple 
years that the yearbook is too 
expensive,” said Kim Baylis, 
faculty adviser to the Brownie. 
With help from Baylis, who 
proposed the idea, Park has pur-
chased a Konica Minolta 6500 
BizHubPro productive print-
er with perfect binder, which 
will begin producing Park’s 
yearbooks for a lower cost.

“Much of the $50 price is 
because of the service charges 
we had to pay for printing with 
Jostens,” said Baylis. Prior to 
the printer, the cost of pro-
ducing yearbooks was roughly 
$36,000, which is the reason for 
the $50 price. “Now, we have 
taken on the entire production 

job from computer layout all 
the way to binding and deliv-
ery,” said Baylis. With the new 
printer, the cost of production 
has dropped to under $23,000. 

Although the new printer 
has lowered the cost of produc-
tion, yearbook prices will not 
fall for another three years 
due of start-up costs. “There 
were several things we had 
to purchase before printing,” 
said Baylis. Among the $3,000 
start-up costs were binding 
units, paper, and a new camera.

Starting this year, there will be 
several changes to the Brownie. 
“Yearbooks will be one-fourth 
inch larger and will contain 
twenty percent color,” said Bay-
lis. “In future years, we will add 
more and more color,” she added.

The copier, which Baylis has 
nicknamed “Beastie,” is valued 
at $80,000 and is one of only 
fi ve in the country. “This is the 
Cadillac of printers,” said Baylis, 
“We’re very lucky to have one.” 

by Scotty Shuldiner  ‘09



Recently, a hot issue 
that has drawn a lot 
of attention from peo-

ple are the incidents by some 
Tibetan protestors that have oc-
curred during the passing of the 
Olympic torch around the world.   
The Tibetan issue has existed for 
a long time, and now it seems 
that more people are interested 
in or curious about it. Although 
not very knowledgeable in this 
fi eld, I hope, as a Chinese, to 
share some of my personal 
viewpoints to help the Park 
community understand the issue 
from a different point of view.

It’s actually diffi cult for me to 
imagine Tibetan people want to 
be independent. Tibet has been a 
part of China for more than 700 
hundred years, and has received 
a lot of help from the central 
government, especially in recent 
years. Tibet used to be a very 
special place compared with oth-
er parts of China: most people 
there were very loyal Buddhists 
(although there are also many 
Buddhists in other areas of Chi-
na, but most Chinese people are 
not), and the children didn’t get 
any chance to learn other things 
that would benefi t their future, 
like literature, math, science, 
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sports, etc. Buddhism was the 
only thing they learned. But 
with the help from the central 
government and people in other 
areas of China, schools have 
been established and now chil-
dren can learn the same subjects 
as any other Chinese kids, and 
be a part of the modern society. 

Tibet also receives a lot of 
financial aid from the central 
government. For example, the 
newly built Tibet railway that 
had been a huge, expensive 
project, was paid for by the 
central government, not Ti-
bet. This railway is going to 

Chinese teacher offers perspective on Tibet 

Our student government urgently 
needs reforms.  When we only have two 
lackluster dances, there’s a problem.  
When the people elect a candidate who’s 
not on the ballot, something’s going on.  
When rising juniors nearly sweep the 
executive council, it shows that people 
yearn for change.  These are indicators 
that people aren’t happy electing the same 
seniors to offi ce, who promise to improve 
things, but rarely succeed.  I’ve only been 
in the Upper School for one year, but 
that’s long enough to know that this isn’t 
how a good government should function.

As one looks deeper, this remains 
true.  This year, what has the govern-
ment accomplished?  Two dances, an 
activities night and fi eld day, about the 
minimum standard for a government.  
The two dances were thinly-attended.  
Field day was fun, but it is an annual oc-
currence, nothing new.  Activities night 
was a good idea, but about the only new 
thing we’ve accomplished this year.  

We continued to achieve little even 
when there was great potential.  For 
example, our co-presidents were never 
able to achieve anything on the Board 
of Trustees.  When there was a spe-
cifi c issue they wanted to discuss and 
change, they were often told to refer 

to the relevant sub-committee.  But, 
we don’t have student representatives 
on any of these sub-committees, so 
changing anything is quite difficult.  

A few months ago, we learned that 
the Upper School Government was 
allowed to, and encouraged to seat 
representatives on the Board sub-com-
mittees.  We talked about it in Senate 
for a while.  The seniors left for their 
own projects and left this project lifeless.

These are problems of an ineffec-
tive government.  Solutions are hard to 
fi nd, but there are a few changes that 
should yield immediate results, and 
a few long-term reforms that could 
radically redefine the government.

The most important change for next 
year is the new executive committee.  
This year there were only a few Sen-
ate meetings where we had a Secretary, 
Treasurer, VP and President.  It was a 
severe burden on the government be-
cause it harmed our efforts to organize 
effectively.  If the meetings are truly well-
attended, we will be able to achieve much 
more in the coming year.  It may sound 
simple, but if we actually had 28 stu-
dents at the majority of Senate meetings 
we could get much more done, and the 
student body would be better informed.  

There are several other areas where 
our new government could seize the 
initiative.  We should strive to take a 

more active role in the daily lives of stu-
dents.  A prime example of this centers 
around the Commons.  The Class of ’48 
is donating a gift to the school that may 
include new furniture.  The Senate can 
and should take a leading role in assisting 
the Class of ’48 with its choice of chairs 
and sofas for the Commons.  Once the 
choice of furniture is narrowed down, it 
can be put to a vote.  This will allow the 
council to take a more active role, while 
leaving the student body the fi nal choice.

A second place to take initiative re-
gards the Healthy Food Committee.  This 
year, we found out that it’s possible for 
students to be placed on the committee; 
and it is a fi ne time to start negotiating 
with the administration to get this done.  
Students have groaned about the caf-
eteria food and complained about the 
prices for years.  If a student can join the 
Healthy Food Committee, we can make 
a difference.  At the very least, we could 
make our position clear to the busybody 
parents who control the committee.

The main long-term reform would be a 
grandiose expansion of government pow-
er.  Recently, Mr. McGill came to a Senate 
meeting and talked to us about govern-
ment reform.  He explained that at his old 
school, groups of students met with the 
Headmaster and also dealt with commu-
nity standards.  He remarked how odd it 
was, that at a progressive school like Park, 

by Xiaomu Hu,
 Modern Language

by Jesse Orr ‘11

Aid and benefi ts

change Tibetan people’s lives 
by connecting them to the out-
side world, and this would not 
be possible without the help 
from the central government. 

Tibetan people also receive 
other benefi ts. For example, the 
One-Child Policy is exerted in 
most areas of China to control 
the rapid increase of the popula-
tion, but since the population 
of Tibet is tiny compared with 
other areas, they are allowed to 
have two children per family. 

If you go to Tibet now, you’ll 
actually fi nd most people are an-
gry with those who announce that 
Tibetan people want indepen-
dence. I once saw pictures taken 
by a traveler who went to Tibet 
in April, and in some villages, 
every family puts a Chinese na-
tional fl ag in front of their house 
to show that they want to be a 
part of China. Although they live 
in remote areas and can’t make 
their voices heard by the out-
side world, they are doing what 
they can to show their beliefs. 
I was moved by those pictures. 

The media’s affect
If you want to see a real Tibet 

and know how Tibetan people 
are thinking, you should go to 
Tibet instead of listening to 
the media. The reality is that 
the media always want to at-

tract attention – that’s how they 
make money. It would be naive 
to think that the media tells the 
truth and represents justice.  I 
don’t believe they really care 
about Tibetan people – all they 
care about is attracting atten-
tion. What some media did 
really hurt Chinese people’s 
feeling, but Chinese are not their 
customers, so they don’t care.  

Recent issues

Now the question: why are 
there so many protesters? I 
think there are several catego-
ries: fi rst, some protesters are 
“professional” – they do that to 
make a living. They are hired 
by some special organizations 
to make trouble for China, and 
this is a job that gives them 
much more money than any 
other job they are able to fi nd. 
Next, there might be a small 
number of Tibetan people who 
do want to be independent--it’s 
just natural that different people 
have different opinions-- but that 
doesn’t represent the opinion of 
the majority of Tibetan people. 
Last, some people protesting 
have good intentions and think 
they are helping the Tibetan 
people, but I would suggest 
them to go to Tibet fi rst before 
they decide what to do in the 

best interest of those people. 
One thing we should know is 

that China is not the China of 40 
or 50 years ago. Current Chinese 
leaders are not Mao Zedong, 
and Chinese government, al-
though still uses the same name 
(changing the name would look 
like a revolution and be harmful 
to the current steady situation 
that we need), it’s now totally 
different from the government  
during the Cultural Revolution. 

Moving forward
Some people may say most 

Chinese people support their 
government because they have 
been brainwashed, but the fact 
is since they have been fooled 
before by Mao Zedong, now it’s 
actually difficult to fool them 
again. The Chinese government 
is not a perfect government 
at all, and China has a lot of 
problems currently, such as 
corruption, pollution, etc., 
but it’s defi nitely going in the 
right direction. And remember, 
Mao Zedong is not the only 
one that does brainwashing… 

 One last thing: It’s very mis-
leading when some media say, 
“China-ruled Tibet”; it sounds 
to me as ridiculous as if someone 
says “America-ruled Mary-
land,” and it hints that Tibet is 
not a part of China – but it is!

we students have no infl uence regarding 
discipline.  It is high time to remedy this. 

 At a school like Park, we students 
should have a role regarding disci-
pline.  While the specifi cs of this would 
need to be negotiated, especially re-
garding anonymity of students being 
disciplined, and the number of students 
on the committee, I believe that it is 
both possible and desirable that students 
have infl uence concerning punishment.

Regardless of who’s on the student 
council, taking the initiative and re-
forming the government needs to be a 
priority.  We must remind our leaders 
of this, and we must hold them account-
able for their actions.  Only by doing 
this will we truly get the government 
we deserve; a government that works 
hard to better the lives of students.

photo by MJ Kiehne ‘09

Xiaomu Hu teaches Mandarin  
to Upper School students.

Ineffective student government needs reform

photo by MJ Kiehne ‘09
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Environmental actions begun at school 
should extend to wider community

It is impossible to be a stu-
dent at Park and miss the actions 
taken to encourage environmen-
talism.  It was hard to miss the 
statues built from recycled pa-
per in April, the signs put up to 
promote carpooling, or arrange-
ment of recyclable cans and 
bottles during the in the pond.  

All of these projects were 
led by the Environmental Sci-
ence Class led by Jeff Jennings.  
These arrangements show the 
personality and charisma of 
the school, and they shed a 
good light on the efforts of our 
students and faculty.  Their 
efforts should be applauded, 
commended and hopefully con-
tinued in the future to spread 
more light on environmentalism.

The Environmental Science 
class intended to raise awareness 
about paper consumption through 
the whole school.  The idea was 
to have a paper forest showing 
how much paper was used at 
Park in a day.  It is astonishing 
that Park uses 16,000 sheets 
of paper every day.  Park uses 
640 cartons of paper annually. 

The paper is being used for 
a good cause, but we can do 
better.  For instance, greater 
use of double-sided printing 
and copying would reduce 
consumption, as well as being 
more select about what we print

The latest display was an 
original idea in getting the point 
across.  As a high school we’ve 
sat through several assemblies 
on the topic of climate change.  
Instead of sitting through anoth-

er assembly on climate change, 
we were all free to look at these 
statues as an art form; some-
thing creative with a message. 
Since students were free to 
look at and admire the sculp-
tures without being held in the 
bondage of assembly, they were 
less cynical about the topic.

These efforts have not been 
Park’s fi rst in the environmen-
tal realm.  The CCCP, the club 
dealing with climate change, 
has planned several plantings on 

You think 
Upper School 

gets bad 
lunches? 

by Joel Naiman ‘11

by Alex Kaplan ‘16

the grounds.  As a high school 
we received enough signatures 
to lower our temperature by 
two degrees.  This initiative 
both saved the school money, 
and lowered our energy usage 
(and therefore carbon footprint).  

On the roof of the lower 
school, solar panels have been 
installed, and additional pan-
els will be installed on the 
gym as part of the senior gift.

While these acts are benefi -
cial, they lack a wider impact.  

Upper School science teacher Jeff Jennings and his Environmental Science Class 
organized a display on the front lawn to raise awareness about Park’s paper 
consumption. 

These acts don’t have to cease, 
but it would be beneficial if 
people concerned with climate 
change also took action in the 
wider community.  If there 
was enough effort around the 
globe, “going green” might just 
seep into American culture. We 
need to take action, and listen 
to the message that we have 
heard time and time again. If 
we don’t take action we will 
just be damaging our own en-
vironment to a greater extent.  

A. Kaplan is a fourth grader 
in Mrs. Harbold’s Class.

Sometimes Lower School 
students feel like they’re 
not full, or they need a lit-
tle treat with their lunch, 
b u t  t h e y  c a n ’ t  g e t  i t . 

From fi rst to fourth grade, 
students have only two 
choices: the main course 
or a sandwich (either PBJ 
or turkey). This is the case, 
while fi fth to twelfth grade 
students can order extras 
for their lunch. These extras 
are: ice cream, chips, and 
even a whole entire meal 
other than the main course 
(like foot-long hotdogs). I 
think this is unfair because 
we don’t have as many 
privileges as other students.

The current lunch system 
is probably the way it is now 
because a kid might abuse his 
privilege to get food. They 
might get too much food or 
too unhealthy foods. Their 
parents wouldn’t want their 
kids to become picky and 
overweight, so that’s why the 
cafeteria menu is like this.

This is wrong because, 
unlike six year-olds, we old-
er kids still have pretty big 
stomachs, and we’re more re-
sponsible. Responsible means 
not abusing privileges, and I 
think that people my age are 
mature enough to know what 
to do, what not to do, and 
when to do it. In the fourth 
grade, we have reading part-
ners. This is a kindergartener 
who we help learn to read. We 
are able to teach younger stu-
dents an ability, so this proves 
that we are mature enough 
to pick out our own food.

We should at least have 
the privilege that fi fth grad-
ers have to add one extra 
snack to their meal, if not 
have the pleasure to choose 
our whole lunch. This would 
make things better because 
by being fuller, students 
would be able to focus more 
in class, and it would also 
make the school more money.

photo by E. Rosenfeld ‘09

photo by MJ Kiehne ‘09

 

Just a few weeks ago, the 
Boys’ Latin School of Maryland 
was the site of a horrific act.  
Eighth grader Aaron Linkoff 
was presented with a noose 
in the athletic locker room by 
two of his lacrosse teammates.  
This act has initiated several 
conversations regarding the 
severity of the kids’ intentions. 
Whether it was a hate crime 
or simply an act of hatred is, 
quite frankly, irrelevant.  The 
issue is the subsequent actions 
taken by the administration. 

Aaron’s older brother, Max 
Linkoff, is currently a junior at 
Pikesville High School.  Last 
year Max attended Boys’ Latin 
as well but transferred after two 
years because of “his hatred 
towards the kids,” not the institu-
tion.  In a May 16 Jewish Times 
article by Phil Jacobs, Max 
described a specific incident 
he experienced in his Spanish 

class. One of his peers muttered 
an anti-Semitic “remark.”  Max 
then turned to his teacher and 
asked how he allowed such a 
comment to slide.  The teacher 
responded, “Mr. Linkoff, you 
are being way too sensitive.”  

The teacher’s response is the 
reason that such behavior even 
exists.  When a student makes 
an inappropriate or offensive 
comment, a good teacher inter-
jects.  Without such a  response, 
the student feels as if such com-
ments are acceptable.  If teachers 
don’t seem to care, why should 
the students?  By not interced-
ing the teachers are propagating 
the bad behavior, but there is 
indeed a line and it’s about time 
that the teachers enforce it.  

Aaron, however, experienced 
more than verbal attacks.  Short-
ly preceding the noose incident, 
Aaron got into a fight with a 
student who attempted to hurt 
Aaron using a plastic knife.  This 
student was close friends with 

the other two boys who present-
ed Aaron with the noose, except, 
unlike his friends who served 
a two day suspension, this stu-
dent was immediately expelled.  

Boys’ Latin Headmaster, H. 
Mebane Turner, immediately 
responded to the anti-Semitic 
accusations with a letter. Turner 
attempted to defend the school 
and said, “Programs such as 
the Peer Education Group, the 
Diversity Club, and the Jewish 
Awareness Club have evolved to 
increase understanding and toler-
ance within our community.”  His 
letter is everything but convinc-
ing and is simply another reason 
to question the administration.  

Turner was unable to compile 
suffi cient evidence to suppress 
the accusations, and, in fact, 
made matters worse.  Having 
a Jewish Awareness Club does 
not negate the fact that anti-
Semitism exists.  It’s an easy, 
yet ineffective excuse.  Turner 
does not mention embracing di-

versity in any way; he only says 
that they are diverse.  He makes 
claims and throws out facts, but 
doesn’t support these claims 
with concrete evidence, and 
this leaves people unconvinced.

The most remarkable as-
pect of this story, and of Max’s 
experience, is that the adminis-
tration has failed to control its 
students.  Even more critical is 
the fact that at least one teacher 
clearly did not see the harm 
in a little remark, whether it’s 
racist or anti-Semitic.  After 
the most recent problem with 
Aaron Linkoff, Boys’ Latin was 
reportedly, “not discouraging” 
his parents to remove him from 
the school.  While this school 
claims to have a zero tolerance 
policy when it comes to acts in-
volving students being “harmed 
or intimidated” due to their 
religion or ethnicity, it seems 
as though it’s becoming slightly 
more lenient with its policy, or I 
guess they just let this one slide.

by Daniel Tsemach ‘10

Incident at Boys’ Latin sparks debate
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Michael Eanes ends successful, steady term 

by Rachel Shapiro ‘10

Mind the gap: a year before college  

As June approaches, the Park com-
munity prepares to say good-bye to 
Michael Eanes, Interim Head of School 
for the 2007-2008 school year. He has 
helped Park make the transition from 
former Head of School, David Jack-
son, to our new head, Daniel Paradis. 

Next year, Eanes will serve as In-
terim Headmaster at Saddle River 
Day School, a co-educational, K-12 
school in Saddle River, New Jersey. 

During his time here, Eanes has been 
supportive of Park’s efforts to become 
more environmentally friendly. The 
last school he worked at, The Willow 
School in New Jersey, is very “green.” It 
receives all of its electrical power from 
solar panels, and much of the school’s 
curriculum relates to the environment. 

Eanes learned a lot about environmen-
tal issues from his time at The Willow 
School, and was able to share his valuable 
knowledge with the Park community. 
“I always liked his connection to the 
environment. His past experiences re-
ally helped make Park a greener place,” 
said Daniel Jacoby, faculty adviser to 
the Climate Change Committee at Park. 

In the past year, Park saved money as 
a result of steps taken to become greener. 
The change in temperature this past win-
ter, which was somewhat controversial, 
saved the school a lot of money. Eanes 
made it his duty to ensure that the money 
which the school saved by lowering the 
temperature two degrees would feed 
directly back into a fund which would 
support other green efforts. These funds 
which would normally be used for 
something more general are now being 
put towards energy savings initiatives.

During his time here, Eanes proved 

that he was by no means a place holder. 
On the contrary, he was incredibly de-
voted to his work at Park. While he did 
not propose any drastic changes himself, 
his support and encouragement were 
essential for the school to achieve what 
it did in the past year, particularly in 
becoming more environmentally sound. 

Eanes has also been an enthusiastic 
supporter of the athletics program, attend-
ing many games, both at home and away. 
“Michael Eanes has been a great sports 

fan. He even went all the way out to 
Chapelgate for a JV game once.  He really 
has set a new standard for headmasters,” 
said Upper School Principal Mike McGill. 

Athletes were particularly appre-
ciative of Eanes’ dedication  “It was 
nice that he came to a lot of games 
this year; he even came and watched 
some of the teams during pre-season 
this summer,” commented Aiden Piper 
’11, who plays soccer and lacrosse.

Along with helping the school be-

come greener and cheering on our sports 
players, Eanes was also committed to 
becoming a part of the Park School 
community. Throughout the year, he 
always found time to greet students as 
they walked into school in the morning. 
Even in the pouring rain, Eanes could 
be found outside wearing a yellow pon-
cho and welcoming students to school. 

He also made a point of getting to 
know the faculty. “One day, when Mr. 
Eanes was wearing a Park baseball cap, 
I commented to him that I liked it. A 
couple weeks later when my basketball 
team was going to be playing a big game 
against Garrison, I found in my mailbox 
a similar copy of Mr. Eanes’ hat with 
a note attached from him, wishing us 
good luck that day,” said Kevin Coll, an 
English teacher and Head Coach of the 
Girls’ Varsity Basketball team. “He’s 
a guy who’s head of school, has a mil-
lion things to do, but he took the time 
to write a note and put it in my mailbox 
along with the hat.  I wore that hat to 
the game and we won by one point.”

After a successful year, it will be sad 
to see Eanes leave. “I’ve really enjoyed 
my time here. Park is so different from 
the other schools I’ve worked at,” he said. 
“The progressive attitude of the school 
is refreshing. The progressive way of 
the school empowers students to be who 
they’re going to be, whereas conserva-
tive schools are usually more confi ning.” 
Park was very accepting of the Interim 
Head, and he appreciated his time here as 
much as we were grateful for his efforts. 

Michael Eanes came to the Park School 
with a contract stating he would only be 
here one year.  Park will miss his morn-
ing greetings and his many other brilliant 
contributions to the school, but he prom-
ises to come back and visit the school 
and all the friends he has made here. 

by Isabelle Schein ‘11

For most students at Park and 
other high schools around the 
country, junior and senior years 
are spent agonizing over and pre-
paring for college. In our culture, 
it has become the expectation that 
after high school, most students 
will continue their education 
at college. Recently, however, 
kids that ordinarily would have 
just marched off to college after 
12th grade are now considering 
a new possibility: a gap year. 

On March 26 in an Upper 
School assembly, college coun-
selors Tina Forbush and Liz 
Hirsch organized a presentation 
about gap years, the post-high 
school option that has been 
gaining popularity over the 
last few years. Unlike in the 
United States, gap years have 
been common in Europe for 
quite some time. Rather than 
going to straight to university, 

students take a year off to travel 
abroad, explore special inter-
ests, or volunteer to help others. 

In the U.S., more and more 
students have begun to take 
advantage of the opportunity 
to take a break from school 
between their senior year of 
high school and freshman year 
of college. For many, gap years 
provide the chance for students 
to do something new and excit-
ing, something that they might 
not be able to do later in life. 
For others, gap years present 
the opportunity for teenagers to 
try out potential career paths. 
Gap years can be spent do-
ing anything from researching 
humpback whales in Hawaii 
to attending cooking school in 
Italy to providing care for chil-
dren who have become orphans 
as a result of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in parts of Africa.

 Among those who spoke at 
the assembly was Dan Dem-

mitt ’08. Demmitt is one of two 
members of the senior class 
who will be taking a gap year 
next year. Rather than heading 
off to college, he will spend a 
year traveling the U.S. working 
on different organic farms. “I’ll 
be providing the farmers with 
physical labor in exchange for 
knowledge about how organic 
farming works, plus food and a 
place to sleep,” said Demmitt. 
There are many reasons why 
Demmitt decided to take a gap 
year. “I was uncomfortable with 
the idea of being in some form 
of school straight from the time 
I was three until the time I was 
23,” he said. “I wanted to do 
something where I could set my 
own schedule and curriculum, 
where I could set my own goals 
and assess my own progress.” 
Demmitt thinks that exploring 
the “real world” will help him 
fi gure out what he would like to 
study when he gets to college. 

In addition, he believes that by 
working a variety of jobs he’ll 
have a better sense of where he 
will go when he leaves college 
and starts looking for a long-term 
career. Demmitt plans to attend 
Pomona College in Fall 2009.

Holly Bull, president of The 
Center of Interim Programs, 
a consulting service based in 
New Jersey that helps students 
plan gap years, was another fea-
tured speaker at the assembly. 
Bull emphasized the numerous 
benefi ts of taking a year off, in-
cluding how gap years can even 
help students get into college. 
According to Bull, a number of 
schools have begun encourag-
ing their applicants to take gap 
years. Some have even begun 
offering incentives, such as guar-
anteed admission the following 
year, if students agree to take a 
year off. This is a good sign for 
students whose parents might 
be somewhat skeptical of their 

children not going straight to 
college. Some parents fear that 
because their son or daughter 
isn’t going immediately to col-
lege, it means that he or she will 
never go. These parents do not 
need to worry; taking a gap year 
by no means prevents students 
from going to college. Once a 
student has been accepted to a 
school, he or she simply needs 
to submit a request to defer en-
rollment for a year, explaining 
what he or she plans on doing 
over the course of the year. 

In recent years, as the pres-
sures of high school have 
continued to grow, it’s no won-
der that students have begun 
to desire some time off before 
beginning college. Thanks to 
the increasing popularity of 
gap years, students now have 
the opportunity to take a break 
from traditional schooling and 
use that time to explore some-
thing that appeals to them.  

photo by S. Shuldiner ‘09
The front steps were a typical hangout for departing Head Michael Eanes.
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Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward was the third 
of three student-directed plays presented 
in the Black Box theater April 10-12. The 
director, Dan Schwait ‘08, has been in nu-
merous productions, so standards were high. 

The story is about a man named Charles Con-
domine (Jeremy Johnston ‘10) who accidently 
calls his ex-wife, Elvira (Sam Zerhusen ‘08) 
back from the grave with the help of his current 
wife, Ruth (Molly O’Keefe ‘08), and an eccentric 
psychic, Madame Arcati (Lower School Librar-
ian Laura Schlitz). Elvira causes quite a bit of 

For those of you who missed 
the April 25 Cabaret-Goldsoundz 
in the Black Box Theater, shame 
on you; it was great. I mean 
please, Peter Treadway was an 
MC, along with fellow senior 
Elinor Hickey. Together they 
made sure the audience got 
its fi ll of both live music and 
cantaloupe-stabbing—don’t ask. 

Sometimes referred to as 
CabiSoundz, the double feature 
event began with a mellow-
er series of sets, starting off 
with our Klezmer band, which 
played “Bashana Haba’a”.

 Other performances included 
senior Molly O’Keefe with a 
Carly Simon tune; Jeremy John-
ston ‘10 and Ben Redgrave ‘10 
with two songs from the Moun-
tain Goats; and English teacher 
Kirk Wulf, with two originals. 
I, Cody Tracey ‘11 performed 
and brought people to tears with 
a mashup of Timberlake songs. 

In addition, JV Jazz Ensemble 
played one song which featured 
a scat solo by Redgrave, and 
one funk tune. Treadway also 
played two songs with a guest.

There  were  many  new 
performers, including sopho-

more Hannah Mitchell, who 
accompanied freshman Julia 
Boscov-Ellen in “One Sweet 
Love” by Sara Bareilles; Ben 
Sottak ‘11 and Daniel Spira ‘09 
with their bass playing debuts; 
and Mikella Wickham ‘11 and 
Diona Campbell ‘10, who per-
formed “Diary” by Alicia Keys.

After intermission, Gold-
soundz began with freshmen 
Oliver Lippman, Ethan Rosen-
berg, Sophie DeFries and a guest 
performing “Don’t Believe a 
Word” by Thin Lizzy. This was 
followed by an original by Rosen-
berg and then a John Mayer tune. 

Later, Jake Mayers ‘10, Jacob 
Rosse ‘09 and Nate Shulkin 
‘09 performed an improvisa-
tional piece, followed by a two 
song set played by Shulkin, 
and seniors Sam Donnelly and 
Noah Berman. To fi nish off the 
night, a local band, “The New 
Age Outlaws” with drummer 
Andrew Keiser ‘09 performed 
two songs  of  the i r  own. 

Overa l l ,  t h i s  Caba re t -
Goldsoundz showcased great 
music,  and Treadway and Hick-
ey made sure to entertain us with 
sword fi ghts and ninja battles. 

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n -
dars for June 5, the final 
Cabaret-Goldsoundz of the year. 

mischief in her husband’s life because she is jealous 
of Charles’s current wife Ruth. The real shock of 
the play was the role of the pesky maid, played by 
Hannah Briggs ’11, who was a “natural” psychic 
and ended up causing a lot of trouble throughout.  

For the production, Schwait included songs 
which he had sung and previously recorded 
between scene changes.  Written by Coward, 
the music helped set the mood for the play.

The actors put a lot of effort into the play, and it was 
easy to see their dedication to the story and their roles. 
“I think it went really well,” Briggs said. “It was a lot 
of fun to be in, and I hope that it was fun to watch.” 

Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward

Tilting With Lips was an impressive undertak-
ing.  Park theater veterans Mica Fidler ’08 and 
Franny McGill ’08 compressed 10 of Shake-
speare’s most beloved plays into a short, bittersweet 
tale of love and power in the 21st (or any) century.

The play revolves around Kate (Fidler) and 
Rose (McGill), composites of the Bard’s most 
famous (and infamous) female characters. Kate 
and Rose are successful young professionals. 
Kate is courted by the aggressive, but undeni-
ably suave Antony (Forrest Carroll), while 
Rose has the affection of the kind hearted, 
just-a-little-soft-spoken Romeo (Geoff Little)

Can a modern day woman have it all: love, 
success, power, and happiness? Or are their prob-

lems the same as the women who came hundreds of 
years before them? This is the argument Fidler and 
McGill make in Tilting With Lips. Kate and Rose 
seem ultimately doomed to walk a path that’s already 
been laid out for them by the likes of Lady Macbeth, 
Katherina, and Juliet- a life of submission, or death. 

While the play is also rather clever, with a certain 
campy sense of self-awareness that works quite 
well (A desk lamp turns on—“What light through 
yonder window breaks?”), what made Tilting With 
Lips shine was an incredibly able cast, especially 
noteworthy for two players having taken on dual 
actor/director roles. And while Fidler and McGill 
proved (again) their astute profi ciency on the stage 
(especially with Shakespeare), Carroll and Little 
were equally impressive. Titling With Lips proved 
itself to be the little experimental play that could.

Tilting with Lips by Mica Fidler  ‘08 & Frannie McGill  ‘08

Seniors direct one-act plays

by Michael Gold ‘10

by Ken Greller ‘10

by Suzy Yaster ‘10

by Cody Tracey ‘11

The Crucible perfectly suited as Fresh-Soph production
by Ken Greller ‘10

The Crucible is the kind of 
play that affirms the reason 
we do theatre at Park School, 
and once again proves that we 
do it like nobody else around. 
Not only does Upper School 
theatre teacher Peter King put 
forth yet another beautiful and 
wonderfully creative produc-
tion (of a classic text, no less), 
but for the second year in a row 
he does so in a cast comprising 
only freshmen and sophomores. 

The Crucible, by renowned 
playwright Arthur Miller, was 
first performed on Broadway 
in 1953. He used the backdrop 
of the Salem witch trials as a 
metaphor for the 1950s “Red 
Scare” perpetuated by Senator 
Joseph McCarthy, and the hor-
rendously unfair trials carried 
out by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities. 

The play revolves around the 
good-natured (but just a little 
naughty) farmer, John Proctor, 
(Ben Redgrave ’10) and his wife 
Elisabeth, (Evie Sachs ‘10) who 
are both accused of witchcraft by 
John’s manipulative ex-mistress, 
Abigail Williams (Maggie Casey 

Jake Savage ‘08, the director of Mixed 
Doubles writes in his Director’s Note, “Georges 
Feydeau…has created a world of perfect misun-
derstanding and coincidence in Mixed Doubles”; 
He couldn’t have said it any better. Mixed 
Doubles is a hilarious play about two upper class 
gentlemen, played by Matt Zwaig ‘08 and Peter 
Treadway ‘08, who are dining with their mis-
tresses, played by Julia Schneiderman ’11 and 
Sophie DeFries ’11. Old friends, the two gentle-

men, Pompe-Nicole and Bordeleau, accidentally end 
up at the same restaurant and decide to double date. 
The Maître d’ (Ken Greller ’10), and his wife (Ariel-
la Brant ’11), are also involved in a related intrigue.

Although coincidence looms throughout, and 
the ending is somewhat predictable, the characters 
are completely oblivious to the situation, which 
makes for a very funny climax. All six actors 
played large roles and performed wonderfully. The 
play was very well done, and kudos to Jake Sav-
age for choosing and directing such a great play.

 
 

’10). It’s a heavy subject, and a 
heavy play, perhaps too often 
passed off as non-serious drama, 
not worth the time and attention 
of actors, writers, and direc-
tors—better suited to tenth grade 
English class than on stage. 

A theatre production, of 
anything, however, is only 
as serious as those involved, 
and the cast and crew of The 
Crucible clearly do not take 
their responsibilities lightly, al-
lowing the play to work on its 
highest, most beautiful level.

Many of the cast members of 
The Crucible are no strangers to 
the Upper School theatre. The 
Crucible is Redgrave’s third 
appearance this year, and what 
an appearance it is. After hav-
ing already run the gamut from 
comedic (in Kiss Me, Kate) 
to tragic (in The Hot L Balti-
more), Redgrave makes a leap 
further down the rabbit hole, 
taking on his most challeng-
ing role yet as John Proctor. It 
is a monumental achievement. 

Other sophomore favorites 
include Forrest Carroll, Maria 
Schwartz, Georgi McCauley, 
Casey, and Sachs, all of whom 
step up their game even further, 

and deliver supremely. The 
play not only brings some truly 
fl ooring freshmen to the stage-
Jamie Demarco, Tankia Lynch 
and Drew Tildon, just to name 
a few. but introduces us to even 
more sophomores whose time 
in the limelight is well overdue.

If there’s one thing Peter King 
can do, it’s cast—and cast damn 
well. The play seems to lend it-
self incredibly well to the talent 
we have in the Upper School, 
as the aforementioned pow-
erhouse that is Ben Redgrave 
has the opportunity to work 
not only off of Casey (his mis-
tress), but Ms. Sachs (his Wife) 
and Ms. McCauley (his oh-so-
depressed-servant) All three 
are devastatingly powerful, and 
when on the stage with Redgrave, 
it’s nothing but electricity, suc-
cessfully ending the 2007-2008 
theater season with a bang.

Mixed Doubles by Georges Feydeau

Cabaret & Goldsoundz 
make beautiful music

B. Redgrave, E. Sachs,  M. Zeimer, and T. Lynch take the stage 
during the last scene of The Crucible.

photo courtesy S. Bishop
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On Friday, May 16, the Boys’ 
Varsity Lacrosse team walked 
onto the fi eld as the underdogs in 
a fi erce semifi nal game against 
their bitter rival, the higher-
ranked John Carroll Patriots. 
In their last showdown, our 
brave Bruins had fought a gru-
eling battle but couldn’t quite 
clinch a victory, losing 9-12. 

The May 16 showdown was 
buzzing with a playoff inten-
sity that gradually simmered to 
tragedy. As the minutes ticked 
by, Bruins and Patriots alike 
toiled through thick mud and 
sweaty exhaustion towards a 
John Carroll victory of 8-18. 
This marked the team’s final 
game of the season—a heart 
wrenching loss, as yet another 
opportunity to strive for cham-
pionship glory slipped from 
the grasp of our proud athletes. 

Despite this loss, Coach Lucky 
Mallonee ‘62 views the season as 
an unforeseen success, after an 
early defeat at the hands of Cur-
ley. The crushing game against 
unbeatable Curley was only the 
second of the season, and was 
demoralizing for everyone. Nev-
ertheless, the Bruins prevailed, 
exceeding expectations and 
rising from the ashes of early 
defeat to fi ght for a fi rst-place 
ranking in the B conference. 

The team, led by Captains 
Jamie Matz ‘08 and Colin Smith 
‘08, beat Chapelgate May 6.  
“The game was one of the 
best of the season,” said Mal-
lonee.  The win earned the 
Bruins a fi rst-round bye in the 
playoffs and home field ad-
vantage in their fi nal, arduous 
match-up against John Carroll.

“It’ll be hard, but we can beat 
them,” said Matz prior to the 

fateful match. He played an in-
tegral role in the Bruins’ offense 
all season, along with Smith, 
Ben Levin ‘08, Carlos Cruz ‘09, 
Andrew Duberg ‘10, and For-
rest Carroll ‘10.  These players, 
instrumental in controlling the 
ball, were backed by Nathanial 
“Tani” Colbert-Sangree ‘09 
on defense and Arthur Son-
nenfeld ‘10 protecting the goal. 

Although the team will suf-

Bruins fall short in battle for LAX championship

fer heavily from its loss of such 
a ferocious senior-led offense 
next year, the many returning 
younger players will be looked 
to as leaders in seasons to come. 
One such young player, Duberg, 
has already felt the weight of 
this responsibility, “We’ve had 
to overcome a lot this year, from 
losing last year’s seniors to deal-
ing with injuries to some of our 
key players, but the right people 

by Kayla Bruun ‘09

The Girls’ Softball team has 
enjoyed a chain of successful 
seasons. In 2006, they reached 
the championship, but lost a 
heartbreaker to St. John’s. In 
2007,  Park suffered an unfor-
tunate loss to Towson Catholic 
in the semi-fi nals. Last year the 
team graduated a shortstop, 
fi rst baseman, catcher, and star 
pitcher Madison Elliot ’07. 
They also lost two coaches 
and only replaced one.  Even 
with a young team, the Bruins 
had a great season in 2008. 

Although the team finished 
6-5 in the regular season, they 
crushed Garrison Forest 15-0 in 
the fi rst round of the playoffs. 
With many strong hitters like Alix 
Gresov ’10 and Maddie Macks 
’08, and a great duo of power 
pitchers, Rachel Elliot ’09 and 
Chelsea Burwasser ’11, the girls 
put up a good fi ght all season. 

In the semifi nals, Park held 
St. Paul’s School for Girls to 
one run through the fi rst three 
innings, but were unable to pull 
together in the end.  The Bruins 

JV Girls’ Lacrosse

 It was a positive season for the 
Girls’ JV Lacrosse team. They 
went 6-3 with some good wins led 
by experienced players including 
Sophomore Captains Lexi Feld-
man, Rachel Shapiro, Helen 
Goelet, and Monica Kessler.

“We were a well bonded 
team,” said Feldman. “We had 
a few beginners who were able 
to learn a lot with the help of the 
rest of the team. By the middle 
of the season, we were really 
united and were able to bring 
energy and spirit to every game.”  

A key highlight of the sea-
son was the fi nal game against 
St. Paul’s School for Girls, 
an A conference team.  “We 
were down 6-3 at half time, 
but came out extremely strong 
and dominated the second half 
to win 11-10,” said Shapiro.

JV Boys’ Baseball
“What we [JV Boys’ Base-

ball team] lacked in size and 

had an off day and lost 6-1 in 
the second round of the playoffs.

Although the team didn’t 
win a championship this year, 
there is hope for years 
to come.  In 2008, 
P a r k  s o f t b a l l 
had a signifi cant 
amount of talent 
but they lacked a 
dominant group 
of upperclass-
men. With an 
overwhelm-
ing number 
of fresh-
men and 
sopho-

m o r e s , 
t h e  t e a m 
did not have the 
e x p e r i e n c e 
necessary for 
a champion-
ship season. 

“I am really 
proud of how our team 
did this year and how hard we 
worked,” said Macks, “and I 
can’t wait to see us dominate in 
a year or so.” In order to fi ll the 

spots of the lost seniors from 
2007, Head Coach Bob Sit-
ton and Assistant Coach Bruce 

Hamilton were forced 
to play people in 

new positions 
a n d  m o v e 
them around 
to experiment 
w i t h  w h a t 
worked best. 

Through-
o u t  t h e 

season the Bru-
ins suffered from 
absences of team-
mates, making it 

diffi cult to sustain 
a consistent sense 

of team spirit. A num-
ber of players were 

sick or had to 
miss  mul-
tiple games 
and prac-

tices, which 
caused some 

girls to have to play po-
sitions they had not yet mastered. 

With 2008 as a transition 
season, the team could be very 
promising in years to come. 

by Harrison Macks’10

Girls’ Softball ends season 6-5
by Mara Seitel-Mellencamp ‘09

JV Wrap-up

photo courtesy David Schneider

have risen to the challenge, and 
we’ve shown some true grit 
out on the fi eld.” said Duberg.

One advantage the team had 
was the never-ending supply 
of fresh legs from the subs on 
the sidelines. The vast size of 
the 30-player team has been 
controversial and shocks the 
eye to see so many Bruins lined 
up neatly by the benches. Mal-
lonee said that  the situation 
has been “not ideal,” but that 
it was “the best we can do.” 

Matz believes the team size 
offered many advantages, such 
as making the varsity atmosphere 
available to younger players. He 
believes the bench ha s played a 
huge role, in practices and from 
the sidelines of games, or in many 
cases, as fresh legs on the fi eld.

This and all other efforts by 
the fearless team may not have 
been enough to secure a victory 
against John Carroll this year, 
but that’s not to say that the 
season was anything but suc-
cessful. Park entered the playoffs 
as the top team in its division of 
the B conference, shaking off 
early defeats to fi nish strong at 
a level vastly higher than any-
one, including Mallonee, had 
hoped for. The team finished 
with an overwhelmingly win-
ning season, racking up a total 
of nine wins against all odds. 

quantity, we made up for in 
skill,” said David Merritt ’10. 
With technically only 5 boys 
on the team including Sopho-
mores Merritt, Skyler Paladino, 
Nate Kaufman, Eric Weaver, 
and Geoffrey Little, the players 
did a great job of keeping their 
spirit up and staying focused. 

They only played two games 
but both were victories, including 
one over McDonogh, 8-5. It was 
a short but positive season, with 
the small team defying expecta-
tions and bringing home wins.

JV Boys’ Tennis
“It was the fi rst offi cial year 

of JV Boys’ Tennis,” said Jer-
emy Winer ’10, “and like most 
first years of teams, we had 
some kinks to work out.”  In the 
end, the team finished with a 
few wins. The team went 4-6-0 
with a key win over Mount St. 
Joseph. Top players, including 
Josh Potash ’11, Andy Sussman 
’08 and Winer, won many of 
their matches.  For the JV tennis 
team, it was a constructive year, 
setting up for a strong Boys’ 
Tennis program in the future. 

Midfi elder A. Duberg ‘10 blows by a pursuing St. Vincent Pallotti defender during a May 2 game 
at home.
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by Alex Katz ‘10 
and Tony DeMarco ‘08

J. Hettleman ‘10 slides into home plate during a quarter-
fi nal match-up against St. Mary’s.

With five freshmen on this 
year’s Boys Varsity Tennis Team 
and a freshman playing number 
one, its players consist of the 
youngest varsity team at Park. 
While having strong individual 
players, the team had a disap-
pointing season, finishing 2-9 
and losing many close matches.

Part of the problem, “were 
personnel issues,” said Head 
Coach Brendan Travis. “Many 
players missed practices or 
matches, which hurt the team.  
I insist on one hundred percent 
attendance, and if a player can-
not make it, then he will not play 
in the next match.” This year’s 
attendance issues have caused 
Travis to plan for next year. 

Next year’s returning players 
will participate in a very dif-
ferent program. Travis plans to 
have a seven-man varsity team, 
the minimum number possible. 
This approach will force play-
ers to attend all practices, or 
be cut from the team. Travis is 
confi dent that players will re-

spond to this and that next year’s 
team will function much better.

The future looks promising 
for the players who make the 
team. During the last matches 
of the season, the starters com-
prised freshman, sophomores, 
and juniors, all of whom plan on 
playing next season. Alex Conn 
‘11, the number one singles 
player, said, “The team really 
has a chance to be good, with 
so many returning players.”

Despite a poor performance 
this season, the team has a 
solid base for growth in the 
coming years. With returning 
players, a different coaching 
style, and a lot of talent, next 
season is promising. “This 
year was a great learning ex-
perience,” said Conn.  “I’m 
looking forward to improving 
during the next three seasons.” 

Other members of the team 
included, Everett Rosenfeld 
’09, Chris Benn ’09, Daniel 
Spira ’09, Zach Price ’08, Scott 
Lessans ’10, David Spivey ’10, 
Matt Atwood ’11, Paul Am-
sel ’11, and Joel Naiman ’11.

Boys’ Tennis shows 
promise for ‘09 season

Park School has never been 
considered “a sports school.”  
Students do not come here  just 
to play a sport, and very few 
receive athletic scholarships to 
play in college. However, Park 
is able to offer a sport as unique 
as golf.  The golf team has suc-
ceeded  this year and competed 
against such schools as St. Vin-
cent Pallotti and Friends School 
in the MIAA B conference.

There are 10 players on the 
golf team, but only fi ve com-
pete in each match, Captain 
Harrison Macks ’10, Jordan 
Schwartz ’09, Avery Gerald ’10, 
Evan Greenberg ’10, and Josh 
Sacks ’10.  According to Macks, 
“There have been some com-
mitment issues.” A few players 
did not show up to practice on 
a regular basis. On a team as 
small as the golf team, this has 
caused setbacks. However, Ja-
cob Hyatt ’11 proved that there 
are players waiting for their 
chance to compete. Macks also 
said, “The team has improved 
a great deal since last year, it 
is like a whole new team.” The 
golfers had very high hopes 
and aspirations for the playoffs.

The team practiced three 
times a week at Woodholme 
Country Club. During practices, 

the 10 players on the team went 
from hole to hole practicing dif-
ferent scenarios. “Some days 
we practice putting, driving or 
different golf skills, and others 
we just play,” said Macks.  Head 
Coach Mark Beran, an instructor 
at Woodholme, is a very experi-
enced golfer.   When the team 
traveled to golf courses after 
school, Beran was always ready 
to teach them something new. 

Big success for small team

Golf fi nishes in fi fth place
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11

by Syndey Smith ‘10

by Josh Potash ‘11

With a record 5-5, the team 
was successful in the MIAA B 
conference.  Tied with Cardinal 
Gibbons, the Bruins ended the 
season in fi fth place out of the 13 
competing schools. This was an 
amazing improvement over last 
year. No one had high hopes for 
the team, but the golfers made a 
strong statement.  Golf may very 
well become one of the more 
competitive sports here at Park.

Girls’ Track had a great season. 
This B conference team headed 
to the A conference qualifi ers. 

The team, which was origi-
nally sizeable, ended up with 
fi ve runners by the end of the 
season. While unfortunate that 
so many members had dropped 
out, the team feels closer than 
ever and is confident about 
their running.  “All of us are 
stand-outs,” said Lisa Brown 
’09.  “There are only fi ve run-
ners, so we’re all invested.”

Track and Field teams don’t 
keep win-loss records, but re-
cord individual achievements 
including best times and person-
al records, or PRs. This season, 
the track team has accumulated 

a few outstanding PRs.  Mikella 
Wickham ’11 ran the 100 meter 
dash in under 14 seconds, some-
thing sprinters of all ages strive 
to accomplish. The rest of the 
team has also done very well 
in the “four by 100” relay race. 

Although the team was suc-
cessful, they kept a care-free 
attitude about their A conference 
qualifi ers.  The girls headed in as 
the underdogs to many A confer-
ence teams, and even though 
the team didn’t qualify for the 
championship race, they were 
all proud of the way they ran.  
“We started with a bigger team, 
then it narrowed, and the team 
was really strong,” said Brown. 
“Even though we didn’t get fi rst 
place, it was a great experience.”

Baseball ends at Ripken Stadium
This year’s Boys’ Varsity 

Baseball finished its season 
during championship play May 
22 at Ripken Stadium when 
they were defeated by the Boys’ 
Latin Lakers 3-2. This was the 
second time in three years that 
the team has lost in the cham-
pionship at Ripken Stadium. 

First year Head Coach Dave 
Sutor had players working al-
most from the moment he took 
the job. The team met with 
trainer Rob Slade at least twice a 
week during winter for strength 
and conditioning workouts. 
Also, every piece of new equip-
ment was adorned with the 
acronym “O2E.” “It stands for 
opportunity to excel,” said Sutor.  
“Whenever we are in a pressure 
situation somebody will usually 
say it because a pressure situation 
such as when we need a clutch 
hit is an opportunity to excel.”

The team was led by Sutor and 
Captains Rex Gelb ’08 and Tony 
DeMarco ’08. Sutor was well 
liked for his commitment and 
was considered responsible for 
the team’s great success this year. 
“He’s an all around great coach,” 
said Gelb.  “Not only does he 
know the game as well as any-
one, but he is beyond committed 
and always stays positive.” 

Underclassmen also stepped 
into leadership roles for the Bru-
ins. Sophomore Ben Brewster 
was one of the team’s two 
starting pitchers and also con-
tributed in centerfield, Alec 
Ring ’11 was the team’s starting 
first baseman and Jon Hettle-
man ’10 started at third base.

Despite an optimistic pre-
season, the team did not have 
a good conference start. The 
Bruins lost their first three 
in-conference games by a com-
bined score of 26-7 and were 
in last place. With the pressure 
of missing the playoffs for the 
fi rst time in fi ve years closing 
in, Park won nine of its last 
12 games to secure a second 
seed and a home playoff game. 

In the playoffs, the Bruins 
suffered a fi rst round loss to St. 
Mary’s of Annapolis that forced 
Park to get its act together. Be-
cause the MIAA uses a double 
elimination style in its baseball 
playoffs, the Bruins still had a 
chance to win it all. Park was 
put into the loser’s bracket, 
comprised of all the other teams 
that had already lost a game. 

Park was matched up against 
rival Friends School which had 
eliminated Park in the same 
round last year.  The game, 
delayed by rain, was played 
Saturday May 17 at Calvert 

Hall. Led by Ben Brewster’s 
excellent pitching, the Bruins 
demolished the Quakers 8-0. 

Now for the third time in four 
games, the Bruins would have to 
play St. Mary’s. DeMarco took 
the mound, and despite allow-
ing four runs in the fi rst inning, 
only allowed one run the rest of 
the way. Down 4-0 before their 
fi rst at bats, the Bruins slowly 
chipped away at the lead as 
the game progressed. Eventu-
ally Park took the lead with a 
three run homerun by DeMarco 
and Park never looked back. 

Next on the horizon loomed 
St. Vincent Pallotti which Park 
had to beat to appear in the 
championship at Ripken Sta-
dium in Aberdeen. Brewster 
pitched a complete on three 
days’ rest,  and the Bruins 
started the game off well, match-
ing Pallotti punch for punch 
through the first few innings. 

That ended when Pallotti’s 
Keon Flannery, hit a high shot 
scoring two and extending Pal-
lotti’s lead to 6-3. This score 
held up until the top of the 
seventh when the Bruins rallied. 

After hits  by DeMarco, 
David Narrow ’08 and Gelb, 
Andrew Keiser ’07 hit a two- 
run triple tying the game. Ring 
put Park ahead with an RBI 
ground out, which scored Keiser. 

Brewster took the mound in 
the bottom of the seventh and 
held down the fort, sending 
the Bruins to Ripken Stadium.

On May 22, Park met Boy’s 
Latin in the championship 
game. DeMarco again took 
the mound against the heav-
ily favored Lakers. Aside from 
two runs given up in the fi rst 
inning, the game was full of 
great defensive plays that kept 
the score tight. Midway through 
the game, Gelb nearly homered 

to left scoring DeMarco and 
pulling the Bruins to within one. 

After an RBI single by Ring 
in the sixth, Hettleman started 
the seventh inning with a single, 
and proceeded to steal second. 
Brewster crushed a ball to deep 
center which was caught for 
an out. The threat was soon 
over, and Park lost its second 
championship in three years. 

Park graduates only three start-
ing players this year, so look for a 
similar run in next years playoffs. 
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Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse loses tough battle 
to Garrison Forest in championship game

by Sam Cornblath ‘10

A. Tarver ‘10 stretches to catch the  
ball in the championship game

photo by T. Lansburgh ‘62

L. Weinberg ‘10 plays midfi eld as teammate A. Tarver ‘10 runs to help.
photo by T. Lansburgh  ‘62

Even though Girls Varsity Lacrosse 
lost in the championships to Garrison 
Forest 13-10, the team was satisfied 
with the way they played.  “I am re-
ally proud of how much we improved 
as a team and how well we were able 
to come together,” said Adrienne Tarver 
’10.  Head Coach Robin Cardin Lowe 
’84 echoes these sentiments, “This team 
was one of the most special and well 
rounded teams to come through Park.”

Beyond athletic ability, this year’s 
team had a tight chemistry.  The girls 
spent many evenings together at team 
dinners and during Spring Break in Dis-
ney World, which “helped us become a lot 
closer as an entire program,” said Tarver.

 There is something to be said about 
each member of the squad.  Indeed, “ev-
eryone is essential to the team,” remarked 
Oring.  “Oring and Gabrielle Lessans [’08] 
lead the offense with remarkable ability,” 
said Lowe.  Another offensive threat is 
Cohen who is described by Lowe as “con-
sistent and solid.” Unfortunately, Lessans 
left for Poland for her Senior Project.  

On defense, Captain Valerie Green 
’08, Captain Claire Ellwanger ’08, Dawn 
Lee ’09 and Anja Fries ’09 made up the 
unstoppable wall described by all mem-
bers of the team.  “Val is the quarterback 
of the defense, Claire is an overall strong 
defensive player, Dawn is sensational 
and nothing gets by her, and Anja is 
coming along very nicely,” said Lowe.

A major strong point of this year’s team 
is the Midfi eld.   Leah Gold ’08, Tarver 
and Lucie Weinberg ’10 led and dominated 
the midfi eld.  “Adrienne is a threat all over 
the fi eld, Lucie is our number one scorer, 
and Leah is a utility player,” said Oring.  

Rounding out the team were Cath-
erine Earley ’08, Mica Fidler ’08, Eve 
Rorison ’08, Julia Verdery-Weimer 
’08, Tess Shiras ’09, Helen Goelet 
’10, Julia Meyerhoff ’10, Ashley Ho-
man ’11  and  Lauren  Sibe l  ‘11 .

Players only make up part of the team.  
Head Coach Robin Cardin Lowe’84 
and Assistant Coaches Jane McGough, 
Eloise Grose ’02 and Kate Morris are 
important to this year’s team.  “Having 
lots of coaches is central because they 
provide vital guidance,” said Oring. 
There is unanimous agreement among all 
members of the team that 12 year Head 
Coach Robin Cardin Lowe ’84 is, as 
Tarver describes it, “a great coach, [who] 
gets our heads in the game and knows 
how to motivate us.”  Prior to Park, 

Lowe coached at Princeton for fi ve years.
The team has faced a full season with 

especially difficult games against last 
year’s league champions Friends and 
number one seed Garrison Forest.  The 
season opened with out-of-conference 
games against Mercy High School March 
13 and Cushing Academy March 22.  The 
team won both games by a large margin 
and then crushed Glenelg 15-3 on March 
28.  Lowe remarked that, “even though we 
scored 15 goals, we weren’t a great shoot-
ing team and we could have scored more.”

In the second conference game of the 
season March 31, the girls lost against 
Garrison Forest, this year’s top team.  
The 3-13 score “didn’t indicate how the 
game actually went,” said Lowe.  “It was 
an even game with lots of shots from both 
teams.”  Unfortunately, the shots from 
Garrison went in and the Bruins’ shots 
didn’t.  This provided a valuable lesson 
for the team which practiced getting the 
ball in the back of the net a lot more.

On April 2 the team played St. 
Timothy’s School at Park.  After the 
first half, Park was up 9-1, but as 
Lowe described it, “there were lulls 
when we weren’t firing.” However, 
the girls pulled out a 13-8 victory.  

The next two weeks passed with 
many overwhelming victories against 
Chapelgate Christian Academy 18-7, 
Annapolis Area Christian School 19-3, 
St. John’s Catholic Prep 19-6, Institute 
of Notre Dame 15-5 and Oldfi elds School 
15-8.  Lowe attributed these wins to the 

fast moving attack and strong defense.
The team faced its next challenge 

against the Friends School April 16.  
This game was especially important 
because Friends had knocked the squad 
out of the playoffs in the semifi nals last 
year and hadn’t lost a game.  “The of-
fense played a really great game,” said 
Lowe, “but the defense was a bit dis-
jointed and out of sorts.”  Lee stepped 
up her game tremendously and led the 
defense, but, as a whole, the defense 
wasn’t able to fi nish the plays and pick 
up ground balls.  The Bruins pulled 
out a tight victory in the end 13-12.

The team met Garrison Forest again 
April 25.  The whole team connected, but 
the Garrison goalie played amazingly and 
was able to keep her team in the game.  

The girls headed into the playoffs for 
the second time as the number two seed 
in the Y conference.  The team played 
Institute of Notre Dame in the quarterfi -
nals and won a devastating victory 23-6.

When the game fi nally arrived May 
10, the girls were ready for action.  The 
Bruins played a tough game with many 
memorable moments.  Tarver and Wein-
berg both played amazing games, with 
superb face-offs and scoring three and 
four goals, respectively.  The whole 
team played incredible defense, hold-
ing Garrison to 10 goals up until the last 
four minutes.  In the last four minutes, 
however, Garrison pulled ahead, scoring 
four consecutive goals to win the game. 

Even with the disappointing finish 
the team was still very proud.  “We put 
up a great fi ght.  It wasn’t exactly the 
way we were planning on ending the 
season but I don’t think any of us would 
have changed a thing,” said Oring. 

 “All in all it was an amazing sea-
son.  We had great captains, we were a 
really close team, we had fun, and we 
left it all out on the field.  You can’t 
ask for much more,” said Weinberg.  
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A. Cohen ‘11 defends during the IAAM B-Conference fi nals 
against Garrison Forest at St. Paul’s School for Girls.


